MASTER SYLLABUS
BACHELOR OF ARTS IN SOCIAL WORK
NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY, YUMA BRANCH CAMPUS
BASW 355 SOCIAL WORK RESEARCH METHODS

I. Catalog Description: Problem formulation, research design, data collection and analysis, and the social context of social work research, including the systematic evaluation of practice.
II. Prerequisites: Social Work Milestone; BASW 220 or SW 220
[bookmark: _GoBack]Co-requisite: BASW 321
III. Course Description: Application of scientific research methods to social work practice.  The content includes problem formulation, literature review, qualitative and quantitative methodology, research design, data collection and analysis and the social context of social work research, including systematic evaluation of practice.  A service learning experience is required.
IV. Student Learning Outcomes: By the end of the semester the student will be able to:
A. Use practice experience to inform scientific inquiry
B. Use research evidence to inform practice
C. Distinguish, appraise, and integrate multiple sources of knowledge, including research-based knowledge, and practice wisdom
D. Analyze models of assessment and evaluation
E. Demonstrate effective oral and written communication in working with individuals, families, groups, organizations, communities, and colleagues.
F. Make ethical decisions by applying standards of the National Association of Social Workers Code of Ethics and of the International Federation of Social Workers/International Association of Schools of Social Work Ethics in Social Work, Statement of Principles
G. Apply strategies of ethical reasoning to arrive at principled decisions.
H. Analyze, critique, and interpret the strengths of research designs and reports with special reference to the implications of such studies on Hispanics and other vulnerable populations along the U.S. Mexico border.
V. Course Materials: Rubin, A. & Babbie, E.R. (2011). Research methods for social work, (7th ed.). Belmont, CA: Cengage Learning
VI. Teaching Methods: Each class will include presentation of content, discussion, and student centered learning activities.  A service learning project at the Crossroads Mission and Salvation Army collecting data on the homeless population is required.
VII. Evaluation Tools: Student learning outcomes will be evaluated by the following methods:
A. Weekly Quizzes: Weekly quizzes will be posted in Blackboard Learn each week to assess student’s learning of core concepts in the weekly reading.
B. Service Learning Project:  Student will participate in the annual Point-in-time homeless count conducted by the Crossroad’s Mission and the Salvation Army of Yuma. 
C. Research Proposal: Students will be assigned to groups for the purpose of developing a research proposal addressing the homeless population along the U.S. Mexico border.  The proposal will be submitted in two phases: (1) Title Page, Abstract, Introduction, and Literature Review, (2) Sampling Strategy, Data Collection Instrument, Research Design, Data Collection Methods, and a Data Analysis Plan.
VIII. Course Content
A. Why Study Research?
B. The Philosophy and Theory in Social Work Research and Evidence Based Practice
C. The Ethical, Political, and Cultural Context of Social Work Research
D. Problem Formulation 
E. Conceptualization and Operationalization
F. Measurement and Constructing Measurement Instruments
G. Causal Inference and Experimental Designs
H. Quasi-experimental Designs
I. Single Subject Designs
J. Program Evaluation
K. Sampling
L. Survey Research
M. Qualitative Research
