Professionalism in Special Education

Grading Criteria and Rubric

Please use the following criteria to guide the writing of your essay.  The essay must be submitted via e-mail attachment, in MS Word 2003 (or earlier) or Rich Text format (RTF) by class time on the date due.
	Category
	Does Not Meet

1
	Meets
2
	Exceeds
3
	Score

	PHILOSOPHY STATEMENT
	0-15
A philosophy statement is present, but is limited or ambiguous;

A philosophy statement is missing;
The philosophy statement does not give a clear perspective on dispositions, values, or beliefs;

The philosophy statement is not related to your field;

The philosophy statement does not explain ethical obligations, as descried in the instructions


	16-18
A philosophy statement is provided within your paper, and reflects general dispositions, values, and beliefs toward special education;
Most or all of the ethical obligations identified in the instructions are completely and accurately described;
The philosophy forms a solid foundation for the remainder of the paper;


	19-20
A concise, coherent, and cohesive statement of your philosophy is provided at the beginning of the paper;

The philosophy forms a strong foundation for the paper;
The presentation of your ethical obligations, dispositions, values, and beliefs are completely and clearly identified, and are well-supported with examples, references, or other relevant evidence

	

	PROFESSIONAL STRENGTHS AND NEEDS
	0-31

Your strengths and needs are described, but lack detail;

Your strengths and needs are not connected to your philosophy statement;

Your strengths and needs are present, but do not relate to the readings, or are not cited as such;


	32-37

Your strengths and needs are described completely;
You identify strengths and needs in both areas of ethics and standards for knowledge and skills;

The strengths and needs you identify are connected well to the readings on ethics and standards;
Connections are made to your philosophy statement, but may be general or incomplete;

Your strengths and needs are accurately referenced to the two readings


	38-40

Your strengths and needs are clearly and fully descried, with supporting examples, justifications, and other relevant evidence;

Your strengths and needs are connected effectively to the philosophy statement with examples, justifications, and other relevant evidence;

Your strengths and needs are fully, accurately, and clearly referenced to the readings;


	

	PROFESSIONAL GROWTH PLAN
	0-15

No plan for remediating your needs is present, or one is present and lacks relevant information or details;

Limited or generic activities are identified;

A general or ambiguous timeline is provided

	16-18

A plan for remediating your needs is provided;

The professional growth plan provides specific examples for how all identified needs will be addressed;

A clear timeline for professional growth activities is provided

	19-20

A plan for remediating your needs is fully outlined;

The professional growth plan is clearly and solidly connected to all identified needs;

The professional growth plan contains clear, detailed, and extensive ideas for how to address all identified needs

A realistic, but specific, timeline for professional development activities is provided 


	

	ORGANIZATION
	0-15
The paper does not include all required elements of the assignment;

The paper does not transition effectively between or within paragraphs;

The flow of the paper is awkward, repetitive, or confusing
	16-18
The paper includes all required elements;

The paper uses effective transitions between paragraphs;

The flow of the paper is unclear or repetitive
	19-20
The paper includes all required sections and topics;

The paper demonstrates effective use of organizational strategies, including effective transitions within and between paragraphs, effective paragraph construction, and fluency of thoughts and ideas;


	

	WORD CHOICE
	0-7
Word choice is general, simplistic, and uninteresting;

Word choice is repetitive or ambiguous;

Multiple instances of non-person first language or handicapisms/ableisms exist
	8-9
The paper uses effective word choices, including those appropriate to the context and purpose of the paper;

Word choice is not repetitive or ambiguous;

Minor instances of non-person first language are evident;

No handicapisms/ableisms exist


	10
The paper demonstrates thoughtful and effective choice of language to its context and purpose;

The text of the paper is not repetitive, simplistic, or ambiguous;

Person-first language is used effectively and exclusively, and handicapisms/ableisms are not present
	

	SENTENCE FLUENCY
	0-7
Sentences are simplistic and uniform;

Sentence styles are complex, but poorly or inappropriately used
	8-9
Sentence styles are simple, but clear and effective
	10
The author makes excellent use of diverse sentence styles and complexities;

Sentence styles are used effectively and appropriately
	

	VOICE
	0-15
The assignment demonstrates limited or no commitment to the topic;

The assignment is not engaging or interesting;

Little or no sense of the author’s character, personality, or individuality is evident in the assignment  
	16-18
The tone of the paper demonstrates commitment to the profession and students with exceptionalities;

The paper is clearly written, but does not fully engage the reader, is not interesting, or does not evoke the character, personality, or individuality of the writer
	19-20
The tone of the paper provides strong and compelling evidence of commitment to the profession and students with exceptionalities;

The tone of the paper is engaging and motivates the reader;

The assignment evokes a clear sense of the author’s character, personality, or individuality
	

	CONVENTIONS
	0-7
The assignment contains multiple errors in standard writing conventions, including spelling, grammar, or punctuation;

The assignment is not submitted in the appropriate format;

Key identifying information is missing, such as name, course, or date
	8-9
The assignment demonstrates effective use of standard writing conventions, including minimal errors in spelling, grammar, or punctuation;

The paper is submitted in the appropriate format;

The assignment includes identifying information, including name, course, and date


	10
The paper demonstrates skillful use of standard writing conventions and grammar;

The paper is submitted in the specified format, and includes the author’s name, course and section, and date;

References are clear and consistently formatted, with appropriate detail
	

	TOTAL
	


