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EPILOGUE

A Day with Feminism

Women and men are paid equal wages for work of comparable
value, as is every race and ethnic group, co-parenting is a given,
men lengthen their lives by crying and otherwise expressing
emotion, and women say "I'm sorry" only when they truly
should be. To the extent that we can imagine this even now, this
is the equality feminists have been working for since that day in
Seneca Falls in 1848. With each generation, the picture will get
bigger and at the same time more finely detailed.

When Elizabeth Cady Stanton and her crew wrote the Decla-
ration of Sentiments, they knew that this nation's Declaration
of Independence would have no justice or power unless it in-
cluded the female half of the country. For these women, equal-
ity was being full citizens who were able to own and inherit
property, just as men were, to have the right to their own chil-
dren, and the ability to vote. In 1923, Alice Paul had the vision
to write the Equal Rights Amendment so that laws could not be
made based on sex, any more than they could be made based
on race, religion, or national origin. By the 1970s, Betty
Friedan, Audre Lorde, Gloria Steinem, and Shirley Chisholm
could imagine women's equality in the paid workforce, a new
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vision of family and sexuality, and legidlative bodies that truly
reflected the country. They could not have foreseen a twenty-
three-year-old White House intern who owned her own libido
and sexual prowess the way Monica Lewinsky did. (They cer-
tainly wouldn't have imagined that a woman with that much
access to power would just want to blow it.)

Now, at the beginning of a new millennium, we have wit-
nessed a woman running for President who has a chance of
winning, afirst lady who translates that unparalleled Washing-
ton experience into her own high-flying political ambitions,
easily reversible male birth control, gay parenting, a women's
soccer team that surpasses the popular appeal of men's, and
parental leave for both parents. And we can imagine more: fed-
erally subsidized child-care centersfor every child and legalized
gay marriage in all fifty states. A number of leaps are still
needed to bring us to a day of equality, but at least we can be-
gin to picture what such a future might hold.

Whether children are born to a single mother, a single father,
two mothers, two fathers, or a mother and a father, a family is
defined by love, commitment, and support. A child who has
two parentsisjust as likely to have a hyphenated last name, or
choose a whole new name, as she or he is to have a father's or
birth mother's name. Carrying on a lineage is an individual
choice, not the province of the father or the state.

Men work in child-care centers and are paid at least as well
as plumbers, sanitation workers, or firefighters. When kids sit
down to their breakfast Wheaties, they are as likely to confront
atennis star like Venus Williams as a golf pro like Tiger Woods.
On TV, the male and female newscasters are about the same
age and, whether black or white, are as likely to report foreign
policy as sports. In general, people on camera come in all
shapes and sizes. If you are watching drama, women are just
as likely to be the rescuers as the rescued, and men are just
as likely to ask for help as to give it. Women are as valued
for their sense of humor as men are for their sex appeal. On
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Monday-night television, women's soccer or basketball is just
as popular as men's basketball or football. Barbie no longer has
feet too tiny to stand on or finds math hard; nor do girls. G.I.
Joe, now a member of a peacekeeping force, likes to shop at the
mall. In grade school, boys and girls decorate their bedrooms
with posters of female athletes.

By the time girls hit junior high, they have already had the
opportunity to play sports, from soccer to Little League,
hockey to wrestling, and they share gymnastics and ballet
classes with boys. Boys think ballet and gymnastics are cool.
Kids hit puberty fully aware of how their bodies work: erec-
tions, nocturnal emissions, periods, cramps, masturbation,
body hair—the works. These topics till cause giggling, curios-
ity, and excitement, but paralyzing shame and utter ignorance
are things of the past. In fact, sweet-sixteen birthdays have
given way to coming-of-age rituals for both genders, and don't
assume that the birthday kid has never been kissed. Around the
time that girls and boys are learning how to drive, both have
mastered manual stimulation for their own sexual pleasure.

In high school, many varsity teams have coed cheerleaders,
athletes all, but mostly cheering is left to the fans. Differences
in girls and boys academic performance are as indistinguish-
able as differences in their athletic performance though they are
very different as unique individuals. Some girls ask other girls
to the prom, some boys ask boys, and that is as okay as going
in as a mixed couple. Some go alone or not at all, and that's
okay, too. Athletic scholarships have no more prestige or fund-
ing than arts scholarships.

Students take field trips to local museums where women are
the creators of the art as often as they are its subjects. In prepa-
ration for this trip, students study art history from Artemisia
Gentileschi to Mark Rothko, from Ndebele wall paintings to
Yayoi Kusama. The museums themselves were designed by ar-
chitects who may have been among the 11 percent of architects
who were female in the 1990s. Military school is open to every-
one and teaches peacekeeping as much as defense. Women's
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colleges no longer exist, because women no longer need a
compensatory environment, and women's history, African-
American history, and all those remedial areas have become
people's and world history.

Women achieved parity long ago, so the idea of bean count-
ing isirrelevant. At Harvard, 75 percent of the tenured profes-
sors are women, and at nearby Boston College, 30 percent of
the tenured faculty is female. History courses cover the rele-
vance of a movement that ended sexua violence against
women. Though there is ill a throwback incident now and
then, men are even more outraged by it than women are. Once
a year, there is a party in the quad to commemorate what was
once called Take Back the Night.

Women walking through a park at night can feel just as safe
as they do during the day, when kids play while white male
nannies watch over them, right along with women and men of
every group. In fact, it's as common to see a white man taking
care of a black or a brown baby asit is to see a woman of color
taking care of a white baby.

Sex is separate from procreation. Because there is now a na-

tional system of health insurance, birth control and abortions
are covered right along with births, and the Hyde Amendment's
ban of federal funding for abortions is regarded as a shameful
moment in history, much like the time of Jim Crow laws. A ju-
dicial decision known as Doe v. Hyde effectively affirmed a
woman's right to bodily integrity, and went way past the right
to privacy guaranteed by Roe v. Wade. Abortion isn't morally
contested territory because citizens don't interfere with one
another's life choices, and women have the right to deter-
mine when and whether to have no children, a single child, or
fivechildren.

Environmentally sound menstrual products are government-
subsidized and cost the same as a month's worth of shaving
supplies. After al, women's childbearing capacity is a national
asset, and young, sexually active men often opt for freezing
their sperm or undergoing a simple vasectomy to control their

318  MANIFESTA

paternity. Many men choose vasectomies, given that it's the
least dangerous and most foolproof form of birth control—as
well as the easiest to reverse. Men are screened for chlamydia,
human papilloma virus, herpes, and other sexually transmitted
diseases during their annual trip to the andrologist. Doctors
learn how to detect and treat al of the above, in both men and
women. Although the old number of three million or so new
cases of STDs each year has dropped to half that amount, STDs
are still as common (and about as shameful) as the common
cold—and are finally acknowledged as such.

The Equal Rights Amendment has put females in the U.S.
Constitution. There are many women of all races in fields or in-
stitutions formerly considered to be the province of men, from
the Virginia Military Institute and the Citadel to fire depart-
ments and airline cockpits. Women are not only free to be as
exceptiona as men but also as mediocre. Men are as critiqued
or praised as women are. Women's salaries have jumped up 26
to 40 percent from pre-equality days to match men's. There are
no economic divisions based on race, and the salary categories
have been equalized. This categorization is the result of legida
tion that requires the private sector—even companies that em-
ploy fewer than 50 people—to report employees wages. Many
older women are averaging half a million dollars in back pay as
a result of the years in which they were unjustly underpaid.
Women and men in the NBA make an average of $100,000 per
year. Haircuts, dry cleaning, and clothes for women cost the
same as they do for men.

The media are accountable to their constituency. Magazines
cover stories about congressiona hearings on how to help tran-
sition men on welfare back into the workforce. Many of these
men are single fathers—by choice. Welfare is viewed as a sub-
sdy, just as corporate tax breaks used to be, and receiving
government assistance to help rear one's own child is as destig-
matized as it is to be paid to rear a foster child. Howard Stern,
who gave up his declining radio show to become a stay-
at-home granddad, has been replaced on radio by Janeane
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Garofalo, who no longer jokes primarily about her "back fat"
and other perceived imperfections. (Primary caregiving has hu-
manized Stern so that people no longer have to fear for hisin-
fluence on his offspring.) Leading ladies and leading men are all
around the same age. There is always fanfare around Time
magazine's Person of the Year and Sports Illustrated® coed
swimsuit issue. Rolling Stone covers female pop stars and music
groups in equal numbers with male stars, and women are often
photographed for the cover with their shirts on. Classic-rock
stations play Janis Joplin as often as they play Led Zeppelin.

Women who choose to have babies give birth in a birthing
center with a midwife, a hospital with a doctor, or at home
with a medicine woman. Paid child-care leave is for four
months, and it is required of both parents (if there is more than
one). Child rearing is subsidized by a trust not unlike Social
Security, a concept pioneered by the welfare-rights activist
Theresa Funiciello and based on Gloria Steinem's earlier man-
date that every child have a minimum income. The attributed
economic value of housework is figured into the gross national
product (which increases the United States' GNP by almost 30
percent), and primary caregivers are paid. Whether you work in
or out of the home, you are taxed only on your income; mar-
ried couples and people in domestic partnerships are taxed as
individuals, too. When women retire, they get as much Social
Security as men do, and all people receive a base amount on
which they can live.

The amount of philanthropic dollars going to programs that
address or specifically include women and girls is now pushing
60 percent, to make up for al the time it was about 5 percent.”
More important, these female-centered programs no longer
have to provide basic services, because the government does
that.* All school meals, vaccinations, public libraries, and mu-
seums are government-funded and thus available to everybody.
Taxpayers have made their wishes clear because more than
90 percent of the electorate actually votes.

"Postmenopausal zest" is as well documented and as antici-
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pated as puberty. Women in their fifties—free from pregnancy,
menstruation, and birth control—are regarded as sexpots and
envied for their wild and free libidos. "Wine and women," as
the saying goes, "get better with age."

Every man and woman remembers exactly where they were
the moment they heard that the Equal Rights Amendment
passed. The President addressed the nation on the night of that
victory and said, "Americans didn't know what we were miss-
ing before today . . . until we could truly say that all people are
created equal." The first man stood at her side with a tear run-
ning down his face.

The social-justice movement, formerly known as feminism, is
now just life.
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