
r Schizophrenia, Culture, 
and Subjectivity 
The Edge of Experience 

Edited by 

Janis Hunter Jenkins 
Cme Wesrern Reserve University 

Robert John Barrett 
University of Adelaide 

CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 



ssvs 'V sm01 
W -pow av m %ufppaq-!a 

p~map13 pm c~~mm~a ,cmo~dds aqa%au, 21 



197 

m o r t e l ~ ~ i t h f M a f a c t o r i a ~ e ~ m a n d  
~ ~ ~ i f l ~ m w , ~ * ~  

of fither cases - and of smaph htmmim (nome 
hdia - &at I am unable to p e m  here (Wile 

James M. Wilce, 3. Gendered Identity and Language in Bangladesh8 
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duct of river deltas. Irs floods constantly renew the 
y. ch rice depends, tbougl~ they can also wash away whole 

inhaduction r h e  long term, threaten the whole city of Chandpur, 
capital of the district that includes the subdistrict Matlab where I under- 

m s ,  is bpi by ~ c ~ ~ c o - & ~ w  prtrsaures a took two periods of fieldwork (in 1991-92 and in the summer of 1996). 
Rani's firs1 acute psychotic episode followed a particulnrly frightening 
flood. Her insistence some four years later that she was seeing snakes 
invisible to  others might represent a memory of snakes floating in the 
muddy waters at that time. 

Rani's family represents the rapidly shrinking Hindu minority in 
Bangladesh (Nasrin 1994), while the other cases I draw on are ~ u s l i m s . "  
Hindus and Muslims share some of the ethos ofpar&, a more or less strict 
gender segregation, most visibly represented by the "veils" or head-to- 
toe coverings that Muslim women wear. Gender relatior~s have changed 
radically since the rimes of the original iidibzsis, the indigenous residents 
of Batigladesh, now largely swallowed up or driven off, The female spir- 

-its of the ZdtbEsis (the sometimes sexually charged bhur spirits), and the 

- gendered Jinn (male) and pari (female) of orthodox Muslims' spiritual 

s - a d -  Dua].Pe~%cth& world, are sull feared by Muslims and Hindus alike. A wildness beyond 
m ~ ~ r h i ~  : cantrol is associated with Edilrssb, as well as with the bltut, jinn, and pari 

spirits. The following proverb links two other categories within Bengali 
I M v ~ P ~  08 a-f dw about-- culture that exemplify behavior that is out of control: 
the the her eucounbcr with began, whom I - in.&= 
of d* ~flhpologicaI %dd- tn Bangladesh I dmm'bc h cl~imgob ki  712 khzy, pagala ki na kay. 

' What won't a goat rat - and what won't the mad suyl 

Wildness is ~ h u s  associated with those who are mad as well as animals, 
spirits, and jungles. 

Rice agriculture (symbolized by the plow) occupies a central place in 
&bosew With Dr. , the Bengali cultural order and represents the subjugation of the "wild" 
*wasminedh&e Gdibiisis and the end of their way of life. Given the associations between 

la dh for db~m. I will the idibiisis and female spirits, agriculture is also a highly gendered syrn- 
0 f R a n i ~ d d r a t v ~ e i ~ t a ~ ~ t o f b ~ s h e b a r s f n  bolic field. The plow is likened to the phallus and represents male dom- 

inance, while the field represents the auspicious form of female fertil- 
of local fomofmadness; co~a1-s acrwrrs h e  cam iry: the form under male control. Mudim folklore in Bangiadesh depicrs 
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Allah appoinhg Adam to the tmk of gmw- riec; this male incorporated into the casl-dwage economy. Mass education is becoming 
a reality ewn for girls, and some expectation of salaried employment 

' is held out for male and female graduates of hgh school'and college. 
The clash between these inflated expectations on the one harid, and se- 
vere unemployment and underemployment on the other, has a negative 
impact on the illness careers of the mad. Gender roles and ideologies 
are changing, too, but when troubled people violate gender norms - 

.. particularly notions of modesty and appropriate gender segregation 
@a&) - they suffer fiom the sense of being abnormal and somerimes 
frpm open ridicule or even violent reactions from their families. Thus, 
cultural as we11 as economic values and pressures affect the lives of those 
called pEga& gendered dimensions of the self are particularly vulnerable 
to both sorts of pressure. 

a d o n s  of n a W  pride are n c i k  I 

to rhetoric, A rickshaw puIler once toid Paalr'rmi: Bangladeshi Models of Madness 

: The "madness" label deserves our attention. In Bangladesh, much 
like West Bengal where it has been described in one ethnography 
(Bhattacharryya 19861, human pZgaliimi is likened to the behavior of 

txcent that H Wiu'mgnw to goats - out of conml, aral, intrusive, and sometimes embarrassing if not 
" ~ m e g s n  - k now a p harmful to the household to which it may be terhered. Madness is norm- 

defiant behavior. Even so, it can be a divine gift. This equation of madness 
and divinity reilects socioreligious movements outside of BrahrnanicaI 
hduisrn in medieval Bengal, movements involving more charisma than 

H m  1995), fetlings and values in relation to emotion. routine, wl~ich overtly rejected such pervasive norms as ritual purity and 
h.recent dead=, caste. 

None of the twenty rural Bangladeshis whom I asked to list all the 
illnesses they knew mentioned madness. Yet whenever Mgalami shows 
itself to be riot divinely inspired ecstasy, but insanity, people tend to call 

8 it a rog, or "illness." Help is needed, fist in divining or diagnosing its cause 
(Bhattacharryya 1986), Even if someone can determine the cause, they 

. might.well have no rnedcation for it. For "spiritual causes," treatment is 
,of a ritual nature and is oriented to restoring moral balance. 

n u s ,  the complex Bengali model treats at least some of the mad as 
agents, responsible for at least exacerbating their symptoms if not caus- 

I ing them. In other cases - even where patients are held to be the ultimate 
cause of their own madness - dlrough violation of a taboo - people at- 
tribute mad behavior to an external agency. Among the external causative 
factors is ElgG, "[the influence of something] loose [like a "wild" spirit]" 
(Wllce 1998). In some parts of Bangladesh this loose thing is a "wind," 

In h i s  and other mp, modcmity touched dl b e  u i s ~  of but wind can be a euphemism for a spirit. A study of Bangladeshi immi- 
that I became acquainted witb i n a h  as wen r id m d e s h  I grants in h n d o n  (Bose 1997) found that family members attribute mad 

I w . .  - I:---.- 
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ha time b- the hnrdpacki dir floor inside, or mb he .. ' fa b more to h d  her Mashima.9 

o u d e  mpt  la OF WS d &hie, Tfie hmddd h d  I 

valued form of oral limcy that bears 
o m r y  in im mwhd into-  con^^. Lnud @ h t  r e m u  * , 
a hi& pit&. aa rea- a &rp t b p  at thr cnd of *mtw: 
a d m $  what Shapla calls %tity,' aPld doa 8 0  of r 

ipttrsubjectiw a m e a t .  
I ~ s t n l b d ~ b e c m e i l l s r t  w h e u g c ~ f ~ ~ a 8 4 m e f P u r ~ b e *  
1 b t  'Nhhg .barn the mrr d mnpmms 50&4 
~ ~ - ~ g ~ n n o f ~ t o r h a u m g ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
fe ofi h m  had was for wben h a  w b  8 d  
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rnBtriddon w n .  m s  liW rb~t hst b f i b  d 
m d d  not put her though schaol. 

Gender syglbolism pemd€rd w s  ppfoms.  She 
i n r h e ~ b e c a u ~ s h e  ( d n o ' o n t W  m e -  
connect && i m y J  ~C S ~ m t  @dmsr 
(sufi- 2000). S ~ C  in a way Mt fsiled to meet 
merits offemlraine mod 

h d u g o a t s w Z h & i n a d a n d ~ t . W * ~ ,  
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17 w: ,&uL . 

18 M: ( . l ~ ~ a y , * ~ ~ t t o ~ ~ . ~  
19 n: (laughing51 
20 R: (-mc-3 * 

21 M : ~ l ~ l  
22. M : & ' Y , " ' E ~ W ~ ~ ~ ~ . "  
23 n : ( M P I b q W & Y d p u & t o s t d ~  
24 M: [sq] 9 want k k d' 
25 r (a) [in m d  rpd- fd ing, ip~)d~nal  m-j L r 

direction @k+1. 
26 R: The eanh u n d d  this hr,matead [s~ea]. 

27 R; W I ,  t h l t t g t f r e & e c t h C i 3 f t h e ~ t e a d ? )  
28 a: Let [mnmnc] give Pm@ di-k el this, 
29 R: I& so-ne give (giv-1. Give this. . 
90 R: ht someone @ye (m). 
31 w : b . .  . 
32 ~ . I f ~ e o m ~ t o g h  

- 33. M: The VrJufs. 
34 3: =(yhar was fht cost?)= 
35 ~=Elowdidywfkdaboirtrbchadd . ' 

36 w: Hm did you fix4 abut the heah@ maoxlent3 
3"1: [smiles] "It went l h  (XY. 
38 s: Speak. 
39 M: speak1 C % 

40 K [sofdyj Ratni. 
41 M: ~ f ~ ~ T h e W ' ~ t m e n t . . .  . 
42 M: How- it? 

r 
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communicative acts of the deviant. Madness presents these families 
the particular problems it does partly because of their expectations, , 1 I gratefully acknowledge the support of Provost Susanna Maxwell and the 
reflect Bengali culture and its values v i s - h i s  subjectivity and 1 .- Organized Research Committee of Northern Arizona University in writing 
Shapla and Mashirna enact 
intersubjectivity and fosters its a 
expression. The cultura,ly sp 
merges the moral and the emo 
tion. The merhodology of linguistic anthropology has provide 
into such interactions. Such an approach may well be rele 
study of expressed emotion in schizophrenia (Jenkins 1991; percent of Bangladesh's citizens, identifying them~elves as Muslims 

neken 1996). VsnGinnekenas estimare is based on demographic re- Karno 1992). Shapla's call to "speak beautifully. . . like a rec 
Mashima's gestural-echo might escape being coded as avert ucted by the lntwnational Cenme for Piarheal Disease Research, 

even open longing for "the old Rani." Perhaps it. is not 
fiat. remains unclear so long as baseline research into 
family context in Bangladesh is in its 'infancy. Howev 
reveals what I think we must call Mashima's "surplus 
her daughter &aged in the normal exchange of ge 
sequences. 
My analysjs reveals the cmrraliry of gender in the 

the self that come to be called madness.'? Econqmic, of my videotapes - hose aan- 
communicative pressures present challenges for the 

Ia, which was the best I could 
SPAL conversion problem, 

and others like her. But those called @gal a180 pres ras had no adequate built-in 
own - to Bangladeshi gender stereotypes, for inst 
gender and other signifiers. Exceptional gender 
mon to all .the so-called pZgal I knew, regardles saing he importance of 

chiatric diagnosis or lack hereof. This attests t ally c o m ~ c d )  during 

of the pEgafimi label and the model it distills. sented a version ofthis 

The symptoms d madness 
One may be diagnosed according to internatio 
still face local interpretntions and pressures. 
comes a particular object of 
of emotional perfor,mance, the lament, or in 
energy into the- expression of private tho 
b t  also comes in for critical actention. 
enga& context and expectations; in a 
a performance. However, like all per 
and my calling attention to its perfotm 
lenges ,local views of madness. as a 
The construction of madness aa lab 
as behavior, are both crucially affe 
rural Bangladeshi of intersu 

behavior.. 






