SEAL OF ASSESSMENT EXCELLENCE
SEAL OF ASSESSMENT ACHIEVEMENT
Overview and Recipients, 2008-2009

Northern Arizona University
PURPOSE: (1) To recognize academic units and programs that have demonstrated significant progress with assessing student learning through useful and manageable approaches, (2) To promote “promising practices” in assessment by sharing practical experiences across disciplines, (3) To encourage academic programs throughout NAU to employ assessment findings to showcase program-level achievements and to  adjust curricula when necessary.  
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Two Levels of Recognition:
· The Seal of Assessment Achievement: Recognizes significant progress with implementing degree-program assessment plans. Academic programs earning this recognition have demonstrated in their annual report that learning outcomes have been assessed through two or more methods, and findings have been discussed among the faculty. 
· The Seal of Assessment Excellence: Recognizes advanced progress and accomplishment with respect to assessing student learning at the degree-program level. Academic programs earning this recognition have demonstrated a thorough implementation of assessment plan(s), the reporting of meaningful assessment data, the discussion of findings amongst faculty and perhaps students, and the use of findings to showcase student achievements and to make curricular adjustments. 
Potential Involvement of Seal Recipients:

· Display Seal logos and certificates: Recipients of either the Seal of Achievement or the Seal of Excellence are asked to either (1) display the Seal on a departmental Web site, with a link to the OAA’s Seal Overview page, and/or (2) Prominently display one or two of the hard-copy certificates on the wall. Recipients may also find alternative uses for the recognition. 

· Share assessment experiences with colleagues: An interested faculty member may be asked to serve as an assessment buddy for colleagues in other academic programs that may be interested in learning more about the Seal recipient’s assessment experiences. Further, the Office of Academic Assessment may ask for permission to share assessment plans or reports to provide ideas for others. 
· Present a poster during the NAU Assessment Fair: It is recommended that Seal recipients present a poster display of the program’s assessment process and/or experiences at the annual NAU Assessment Fair, typically held in April. 
Nomination Process for the Seals: 

The nomination process for both Seals is conducted jointly by the University Assessment Committee (UAC) and Office of Academic Assessment (OAA). Subcommittees of the UAC review all annual assessment reports submitted during the academic year through the use of a detailed scoring sheet, or rubric. Feedback from the UAC reviews is sent via the OAA to the respective academic units to help guide future assessment efforts. During the summer, a joint subcommittee of OAA staff and UAC members reviews all UAC feedback and scored rubrics from the past year to determine nominations for both Seals. Following consensus on awardees, the Provost and Vice Provost for Undergraduate Studies endorse the recipient list, and the OAA presents the Seals to the respective units during fall semester.  

Seal of Assessment Recipients 2008-2009
Office of Academic Assessment

University Assessment Committee
Congratulations to the following academic units and degree programs for receiving either the Seal of Assessment Achievement or Excellence for their assessment efforts during 2008-2009! We hope that these programs are proud of their efforts and that their examples can serve as inspiration and ideas for future Seal recipients.
Seal of Assessment Excellence


Degree(s) receiving Seal
Geography, Planning & Recreation


BS Geography

Institute for Human Development


Assistive Technology Certificate

Nursing





BSN Nursing

Physical Therapy & Athletic Training


BS Athletic Training








DPT Physical Therapy

Psychology





BA/BS Psychology
Sociology & Social Work



BSW Social Work
Theatre





BA/BS Theatre








BS Theatre Studies



Seal of Assessment Achievement


Degree(s) receiving Seal
Accounting





BSACCY Accountancy
Art, School of 





BS Interior Design







BFA Studio








BSED Secondary Art Education

Economics





BSBA Business Economics

Dental Hygiene




BSDH Extended

Finance





BSBA Finance

Health Sciences




BS Community Health







BSED Physical Ed. & School Health
Marketing





BSBA Marketing

Modern Languages




BA/BS Spanish








MAT Spanish

Sociology & Social Work



BA/BS Sociology







BA/BS Applied Sociology

Women’s and Gender Studies


BA/BS Women’s and Gender Studies

