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Liberal Studies Course Syllabi Template

Northern Arizona University
This template is based on the current model approved by the University Curriculum Committee and should be used to develop syllabi for liberal studies courses. The bolded areas pertain directly to liberal studies courses. For approval purposes, the Liberal Studies Committee requires syllabi to conform to this format.  Reviewers ensure that course syllabi are complete in all areas listed below. Previously approved Liberal Studies courses must conform to the following template beginning Fall 2007.
Proposals for new Liberal Studies courses must be accompanied by a syllabus conforming to the following template.  Additionally, the syllabus must be accompanied by the Liberal Studies Syllabus Proposal Form.  Completed materials should be sent to Joseph.Marques@nau.edu for proper routing.  To facilitate timely consideration of your submissions, submitting departments must adhere to the schedule for each semester.
General Information

· Name of college and department

· Course prefix, number, and title

· Semester in which course will be offered

· Clock hours, credit hours

· Instructor’s name

· Office address

· Office hours

Course Prerequisites

Course Description

Liberal Studies Information
In addition to specifying subject matter, the syllabus course description for Liberal Studies courses should address how the course fits in the Liberal Studies program at three levels:

1. Mission of Liberal Studies: The mission of the Liberal Studies Program at Northern Arizona University is to prepare students to live responsible, productive, and creative lives as citizens of a dramatically changing world. To accomplish the mission of Liberal Studies, Northern Arizona University provides a program that challenges students to gain a deeper understanding of the natural environment and the world’s peoples, to explore the traditions and legacies that have created the dynamics and tensions that shape the world, to examine their potential contributions to society, and thus to better determine their own places in that world.  Through the program students acquire a broad range of knowledge and develop essential skills for professional success and life beyond graduation.
2. Distribution Block:  Identify one of the following: Aesthetic and Humanistic Inquiry, Science, Cultural Understanding, Social and Political Worlds. Please review the descriptions of the blocks and consider how the course learning objectives fit. 
3. Essential Skills:  Identify one of the following skills that will be assessed formally in the course: Critical Thinking, Effective Writing, Quantitative Reasoning, Effective Oral Communication, or Scientific Reasoning.  See below for definitions and outcomes.
For example: This course is an ethnographic exploration of humankind and its prospects at the close of the 20th century. In examining contemporary ethnic groups, from hunter/gatherers to postindustrial societies, we will investigate the components of culture, processes of stability and change, and human adaptation to local and global environments. 

This is a Liberal Studies course in the Cultural Understanding distribution block. The mission of the Liberal Studies Program at Northern Arizona University is to prepare students to live responsible, productive, and creative lives as citizens of a dramatically changing world. To accomplish the mission of Liberal Studies, Northern Arizona University provides a program that challenges students to gain a deeper understanding of the natural environment and the world’s peoples, to explore the traditions and legacies that have created the dynamics and tensions that shape the world, to examine their potential contributions to society, and thus to better determine their own places in that world.  

Through the program students acquire a broad range of knowledge and develop essential skills for professional success and life beyond graduation .In addition to discipline specific skills, this course will emphasize effective writing, an essential skill defined in the University’s Liberal Studies Program.

Student Learning Expectations/Outcomes for this Course

This part of the syllabus should indicate course objectives in terms of key outcomes regarding distribution block learning goals and the essential skills.  Outcomes refer to those activities that demonstrate that students have achieved the course objectives. These should be linked to the essential skill to be assessed and the student learning outcomes identified for the skill.  

For more information on writing course outcomes, please refer to the resources provided on the Office of Academic Assessment website, http://www4.nau.edu/assessment/resources/outcomes.htm.  

Questions to consider:
· What do you want students to know by the time they finish a course or a major?  This is a question about the content of the course or major and about the relationships between content areas. 

· What do you want students to be able to do with what they know?
This is a question about the skills that are important to the course or the major—how students learn and use the content of the discipline to make or report meaning. 

Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes (as aligned with the Liberal Studies mission)
Methods of Assessment:  Be specific about how you will assess student learning in the identified student learning outcomes.  It would be useful for students and the Liberal Studies Program assessment process to provide rubrics and assessment procedures in the course.  

Timeline for Assessment
Course structure/approach

Textbook and required materials

Recommended optional materials/references (attach reading list)

Course outline

Course policy

· Retests/makeup tests

· Attendance

· Statement on plagiarism and cheating

University policies: Attach the Safe Working and Learning Environment, Students with Disabilities, Institutional Review Board, and Academic Integrity policies or reference them on the syllabus.
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