Concept Attainment

Concept attainment is the process of defining concepts by finding those attributes that are absolutely essential to the meaning and disregarding those that are not; it also involves learning to discriminate between what is and what is not an example of the concept.

Learner Outcomes

for

Concept Attainment
Specific Concepts

Nature of Concepts

Logical reasoning and higher-level thinking

Communication

Syntax/Phases

for

Concept Attainment
1. Present Goals and Establish set

2. Input examples and nonexamples

3. Test for concept attainment

4. Analyze student thinking processes

Learning Environment

Moderately structured and 

Teacher-centered

Nature of Concepts

Concept learning is putting things into a class and then being able to recognize members of that class. 

Preparing for concept attainment :

1. Select the concept

2. Approach is concept attainment

3. Define the concept 

a. Identify the concept name

b. List critical and non critical attributes

c. Write concise definition 

4. Analyze for examples and non examples

The examples represent what instructional method?

	Example

Yes
	Non Example

No



	Provide students with examples and non examples
	Give students a definition

	Urge students to Hypothesize about critical attributes
	List Critical Attributes.

	Show a graphic organizer or picture that is an example
	Show a graphic organizer that contains the critical Attributes.

	Guess the concept
	Show more examples of the concept 


