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What is Universal Design for Learning?

“In terms of learning, universal design means the design of instructional materials and activities that allows the learning goals to be achievable by individuals with wide differences in their abilities…”

Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) (1998). Universal design brief. (Retrieved on December 30, 2003 from the Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) database).

http://www.cec.sped.org/osep/udesign.html
Who Benefits from Universal Design?

What characteristics of students contribute to their diversity?

Universal Design and the 

No Child Left Behind Act

· Students who are racially or ethnically diverse

· Students who have disabilities

· Students who are of low socio-economic status

Students who are English language Learners

· The Origins of Universal Design

Originated in architecture…

Universal design is the design of products and environments to be usable by all people, to the greatest extent possible, without the need for adaptation or specialized design.

Adapted from: Connell, B. R., Jones, M., Mace, R., Mueller, J., Mullick, A., Ostroff, E., Sanford, J., Steinfeld, E., Story, M., & Vanderheiden, G. (1997). The principles of universal design. Raleigh, NC: North Carolina State University, Center for Universal Design. Retrieved on October 25, 2004 from

http://www.design.ncsu.edu/cud/univ_design/princ_overview.htm
Universal Design for Learning

Flexibility and redundancy in...

· Physical, cognitive and emotional engagement

· Information, materials and instructional delivery

· Student activities, assessment and evaluation
Questions to Ask

· What are the goals of the unit?

· What do students need to do to demonstrate mastery?

· Where are the barriers for the students?

· What tools, materials, and supports might help?

· How can I adjust goals, methods, and assessment so that every one of my students can progress?
Rose, D. H. & Meyer, A. (Making universal design for learning a reality. In Teaching every student in the digital age: Universal design for learning (chapter 8). Retrieved on September 2, 2004 from http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/2002rose/chapter8.html
Classroom Evaluation of Universal Design Principles

Use the following scenario to evaluate the use of universal design principles in a classroom setting.

· What elements of universal design are present?

· What barriers to learning exist for students in this classroom?

· What possible solutions might you offer to resolve these barriers?

Gary Nesbitt teaches fourth grade at Loon Lake Elementary School in Ellsworth, Maine.  He and his class have been exploring the history of the area, including the impact that French and English settlers had on the indigenous populations of the area, such as the Passamaquaddy and Penobscot tribes. In their efforts to find out more than the text books tell them, they have been to the local library, the Maine Historical Society, the Maine Maritime Museum, in Bath, and to the Penobscot Nation Museum, in Indian Island, Maine.    

The students are using the computer lab to create a chapter for a text that the school is putting together on area history.  They will include images, text and resources for further research, as well as questions for review and practice test questions.  Mr. Nesbitt will help them put the chapter on the school’s web page, and the students will use the web page as a tool to study for Maine’s content and performance standards assessment, the Maine Educational Assessment (MEA).



Classroom Evaluation of Universal Design Principles

Use the following scenario to evaluate the use of universal design principles in a classroom setting.

· What elements of universal design are present?

· What barriers to learning exist for students in this classroom?

· What possible solutions might you offer to resolve these barriers?

Sarah McClellan

St. Thomas High School, Prince Edward Island, Maine

Ms. McClellan is working with her students on a unit surrounding the early 20th century.  Her class is reading the text, A More Perfect Union, and completing handouts that ask comprehension questions about the content of the chapter on The Reform Era.  She has spent the last two days facilitating group discussions that are designed to parallel current living conditions with those that existed in the early 1900’s.  In particular, Ms. McClellan focused on the tragedy of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire, and how it relates to the working conditions of American and foreign factory workers.

To accomplish the comparison, Ms. McClellan has used print and Internet resources to present information about the current state of labor conditions, while using information presented in the text, as well as readings from period newspapers to highlight conditions at the turn of the century.

As part of their assessment contract, the students are expected to complete two of the following options:

· A written or oral presentation to the New York legislature of 1911 that would support specific measures to prevent another tragedy such as that of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire.

· A song, complete with lyrics and score, that would recount specific incidences and people from the Reform Era.

· A photo (or postcard) essay that represents the history of the Reform Era.

· A series of at least six letters, written from the perspectives of two key players in the Reform Era, that clearly and accurately portray the character and personality of those two individuals, as well as the perspectives that they would have on a specific issue relating to the Reform Era.

Finally, Ms. McClellan will give the students a series of three paper and pencil quizzes, over the course of the unit, to follow their understanding of the material from the chapter.

Supplementary Materials and Resources

You may find the following materials useful in further investigation of universal design and how to implement it in schools. Go to:

http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~csl9
and click on the link at the bottom of the page for “Universal Design for Learning: Meeting the Needs of All Students,” then go to the link for “Resources.”

 Sample Matrix of Arizona Academic Standards, Articulated by Grade
A sample matrix for aligning standards and performance objectives from the Arizona Academic Standards across grade levels.  This matrix serves as a foundation for serving students of varying abilities in the same classroom, while working on the same academic standards.

A Framework for Universal Design in Curriculum Development
An excerpt from the Topical Brief on universal design, A Curriculum Every Student Can Use, published in association with the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP), the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) and the Center for Applied Special Technologies (CAST).

Universal Design Checklist
A starting point to evaluate the use of universal design for learning principles in your classrooms.

UDL Systemic Change Planner: Tools and Activities
A framework for planning and monitoring your district’s movement toward a universally-designed curriculum, in Teaching Every Student in the Digital Age: Universal Design for Learning, from the Center for Applied Special Technologies (CAST).

Bibliography of Resources
A list of resources addressing universal design, as well as some of its associated ideas.

