ECI 322/522


Sedona Observation #1 for September 10
Due Wednesday September 17

10 points

Gather data that describes the discourse of the school. Observe the classroom and school as if this if the first time you have ever come in contact with such a gathering in such buildings.

The Intentional:

1. What do you notice as the official, operational, hidden curriculum? What are the goals of this school, classroom?

The Structural:

2. What do you notice about the lay out of the school as a whole? The architecture? Building placement? Organization of rooms and buildings? Where is the teacher’s desk? How is time structured? Is punctuality valued? Is there ‘teaching’ happening bell to bell? What sort of feelings does the school evoke? Smells, color, light, darkness, heat, etc.

The Curricular:
3. What is the content being taught? Are textbooks used? Is it meaningful to the students? Are the students engaged? Is higher order thinking happening? Is there connection with other subjects? 
The Pedagogical:
4. Describe how the teacher interacts with students. Describe how students interact with one another. Does the teacher demonstrate animation and excitement about the lesson? What are the clues about the subject being displayed by the teacher? Are their small groups? Class discussion?
The Evaluative:

5. Does testing seem to be influencing what is taught? Are there references to grades and tests? How is judgment a part of this school culture?  What counts in this classroom?

Discussion:

6. How does this experience relate to your antecedent experience with such places?
7. Is there evidence of any contradictory values being expressed? 

