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Course Description
This course is a broad survey of the historical evolution of cultural values and systems of thought and ideologies, social structures, political systems and economies in pre-modern East Asia, with a focus on the regions known today as China and Japan. Keeping in mind that ours would be a much vaster and more complex subject than, say, the history of the United States, in order that you may develop a more sharply focused understanding of East Asian civilizations, societies and their histories, we will concentrate on several themes rather than attempt to cover a large amount of historical phenomena chronologically. This course will therefore place much less emphasis on the rote memorizing of historical (data( such as dates and names and events than it will on developing a more lively historical memory based on understanding patterns of development and (cause and effect( relationships critically and analytically. In addition to learning about the civilizations of East Asia and the history of how they developed, you will also be encouraged to develop a stronger sense of what it means to study history, or, to look at things historically; to recognize, raise, and answer historical questions, and to organize knowledge to track and explain patterns of change and transition in the human experience. Furthermore, we hope that this course will help to instill in you a stronger sense of comparative cultural awareness as you begin to confront an increasingly complex and integrated international world.

Thematic Focus
This course covers a variety of themes and subjects. Our Liberal Studies thematic focuses will intersect with these themes and subjects in many ways:

Valuing the Diversity of Human Experience: This course shall enhance your appreciation of the diversity of human experiences. The ethnic and cultural identities and characteristics of the Asian peoples and civilizations that make up the core subject matter of the course are in some ways intrinsically different from those with which you might naturally identify and therefore are perhaps more familiar. In the course of gaining knowledge of these peoples and civilizations of another time (particularly, of a pre-industrial time) and cultural milieu, and by learning of how these cultural identities and characteristics developed historically, you will learn to appreciate diverse patterns of cultural evolution. 

Environmental Consciousness: This course will enhance your understanding of the values of consciousness of the natural environment in which human civilization survived and developed, by providing, as a theme of this course, a broad examination of the interaction between human societies and their ecological contexts in East Asia. 
Technology and its Impact:  In this course you will learn not only about individual technological innovations  in the natural and material sciences in East Asia, such as the invention of writing systems, effective metallurgical sciences, the water clock, China(s seismographical and astronomical sciences, the invention of paper and movable print, and so on. More importantly, you will examine questions related to sustained technological systems and to the social and economic bases and dimensions of technological development. 

Integration of Themes: In the final analysis, you will learn to construct your own holistic understanding of East Asian civilizations and their histories in which these themes -- as well as others that also come forward in this course and which you may yourself imagine and incorporate -- are integrated and connected. How you integrate them will be largely up to you. 

Liberal Studies Distribution Block:     Cultural Understanding (under (new system(); Humanities under (old( system..

Essential Skills:    Critical reading, creative thinking, effective speech and writing, critical and analytical thinking, use of technology for learning.  

Course Objectives 
Your learning objectives for this course should be that by the end of the course, you shall: 
a.  Have become familiar with the broad contours of the political, social, and cultural history of East Asia to ca. 1500 CE
b.  Be able to critically read and interpret both primary and secondary sources, reach your own conclusions about the merits of different arguments, and demonstrate these abilities in discussions, in the papers you will be writing and the essay parts of the exams you will be taking. 

c.  Be able to combine evidence from secondary and primary sources to get a sense of the ways of life of the historical peoples in the times and places  you are reading about and, especially, the political, social, economic and cultural systems and environments in which such lives were led, and demonstrate that knowledge in the papers you write.  

d.  Be able to present a cogent argument well supported by evidence in written essays, discussion notes, and while participating in discussion groups. 

e. Be able to use traditional printed material, but also the Internet or other electronic communications sources to gather information and demonstrate this ability in the writing of papers. 

Course Structure/Approach

The format of the course consists of lectures, media presentations and informal discussions.  You are encouraged to raise questions and contribute insights on the subject matter and material  throughout the course.

Required Reading and Textbook

 Rhoads Murphey, East Asia: A New History, Pearson-Longmans, 3rd edition, 2004 (hereafter referred to as Murphey)

This book is required reading in the course and is to be purchased. Your required reading goes beyond this (main text(, however, and will be supplemented frequently by hand-outs and assignments of excerpts or chapters from other secondary sources as well as primary-source material. You will be asked to read, gather, and interpret information from monographs, such as Peter Duus, Feudalism in Japan, (3rd edition, McGraw-Hill, 1993), Ivan Morris, The World of the Shining Prince, (Oxford University Press-Kodansha American Inc., 1994), Louise Levathes, When China Ruled the Seas: The Treasure Fleet of the Dragon Throne, 1405-1433, (Oxford University Press, 1994), and anthologies of translated primary material such as Wm. Theodore de Bary et al, eds., Sources of Chinese Civilization, I and Sources of Japanese Civilization, I ( hereafter referred to in this syllabus as SCT1 and SJT1 respectively. These selections of supplementary reading material are as important to your understanding of the subject matter and the ideas and scholarly interpretations relevant to the subjects in the course as the main text and you should treat them as required readings also. I will make reference to this material in abbreviation in the “Readings” section of the Course Outline and Schedule in the following segment of the syllabus.
Most of the supplementary material will be placed on reserve in Cline Library. When necessary, make photocopies of the reserve material for yourselves.

You should schedule your reading of all material, including the reserved reading  in the library to stay as much ahead of the class-discussion and lecture topics as possible.  

Tentative Course Outline and Schedule (subject to modification as needed)
Part 1
(Week 1)
An Overview of Chinese and Japanese History
Introduction to the course

Time and Space 1: A geographical context for Chinese and Japanese history

Time and Space 2: Issues of periodization in Chinese and Japanese history 

Problems in the study of Chinese and Japanese history

Readings:
Murphey, pp. xi-xv; xviii-xx ((front material,(); Murphey, ch. 1; hand-outs or on reserve excerpts from SCT1, pp. v-xxiii; SJT1, pp. v-xvi.

Read Murphey, ch. 1, carefully, and also browse through Murphey, chs.7, 10, 11, to get a general sense of the chronological progression of Chinese and Japanese history, but not to pay attention to details yet; similarly, browse through SCT1, chs. I - X; and SJT1, chs. I - XIV. Study handout chronologies/outlines thoroughly.

Part 2
 (Week 2)
Early History in (China( and (Japan(: Social Settlement and Formation, Ethnic Relations and Ecology
The physical setting of pre-history and early history in (China( and (Japan(
Ethnic origins of the peoples of (China( and (Japan( and patterns of early           civilization and settlement
The evolution of complex societies in the Yellow River basin: The ecology of early      East Asian civilizations
Readings:
Murphey, ch. 2, and pp. 189-194;  (The Prehistoric Roots of Japanese Culture( from Japan Echo, XXI:2 (Summer 1994)

Part 3 (Weeks 3 to 4)      State and Empire Formation: Consolidation of Governmental Structures and Institutions, Expansionism and Ethnic Relations
The “pre-empire” states and state system in the Yellow River basin

The formation of the Chinese empire, expansion, decline, and reconsolidation (ca.      200 CE to 10th century CE)

 

Political unity and disintegration; ethnic relations in the history of the empire -- 
     cultural diversity, assimilation and dissemination

The formation and consolidation of the Yamato state in Japan

The (people of wa,( (Koreans( and the Ainu: Ethnic relations under the Japanese         state

State formation and its impact on the environment: The cases of Japan and China


Readings:
Murphey, chs. 4-7, ch. 10 (pp. 195-208), ch. 11., Duus, ch. 2, Morris, chs. I & II,  Selections from SCT1, chs. III,  VII-X; Excerpt from A. Waldron, The Great Wall of China; Excerpt from J. DeFrancis, The Cultural Uses of the Chinese Language
Week 5 
Exam 1 (September 30)
Part 4 (Weeks 6-7)
Formation and Evolution of East Asian Value Systems: Thought, Society, the State, and Nature
The concept of dao: How ancient (Chinese( perceived human life and nature

Civilization and Nature: The Confucianism-Daoism debate?

Incorporating humanistic values into social and political systems: Confucianism,          Mo-ism, and (Legalism(
The evolution of Chinese (natural philosophies( from the Classic of History to the      Classic of Mountains and Seas
Myth and (natural philosophy(in Japanese thought: Shinto

Religious values, human life and Nature: The introduction of Buddhism

Religious and value systems of marginalized indigenous peoples in (China( and 
    (Japan(
Readings: 
Murphey, ch. 3, ch. 5 (pp. 76-79; 80-82; 92-95); Morris, chs. IV & V, Canons, ch. 2, ch. 5 (pp. 191-250); Selections from SCT1, chs. II, III,  IV, V, VI, XII; Selections from SJT1, ch.II; Sasaki Mitsuko, “The Religious Roots of Wa Among the Japanese People”, Excerpt from J. Otto Manchen-Helfen, World of the Huns: Studies in their History and Culture
Weeks 7 to 8

No lectures. Films and videos will be presented during class times. This will be a time for you to read and write.  Paper 1 due October 24
Part 5 (Weeks 9 to 10)
Society, Economics and Class Formations
Aristocracy, warriors and commoners in Japan: Politics, economic dynamics and          class formation in the early shogunal periods

Knowledge, education and politics: Class formation in China

Demographics and political economy in pre-modern China and Japan

Regional development and economies in medieval China and Japan

Readings:
Murphey, ch. 6 (pp. 103-117); ch. 7 (pp. 131-138); Duus, chs. 1, 3 & 4, Morris, chs. III, VI

Exam 2 (November 4)
Part 6 (Weeks 11 to 12)
Cultural History: Technology, Literature and Arts
The evolution of Science and technology: An overview and introduction to issues of       interpretation

Literature and arts in China and Japan and politics and social development

Ideology and orthodoxy in literary and artistic forms: Mainstream versus the 

     marginalized

Readings:
Review relevant sections of Murphey. Morris, ch. VII, VIII, IX &X, and appendixes. Canons, ch. 5 (pp. 251-273), ch. 6.  Excerpts SCT1 (chs. XV to XIX) and SJT1, and from C. N. Ronan, The Shorter Science and Civilization in China; from Joseph Needham and Lu Gwei-djen, (Hygiene and preventive Medicine in Ancient China( in Journal of the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences, XVII:3; from William McNeill, (Eccentricity of Wheels, or Eurasian Transportation in Historical Perspective( in American Historical Review, 92:5 (Dec. 1987); Excerpt from Mark Elvin, The Pattern of the Chinese Past; Excerpt from Paul Varley, Japanese Culture; Excerpt from Sunflower Splendor; Excerpt from Donald Keene, ed., Anthology of Japanese Literature; Excerpt from Langdon Warner, The Enduring Art of Japan
Part 7 (Week 13)
(Her-Story(: Gender in the Histories of China and Japan
Women in Chinese history

Women in Japanese history

What it means to (en-gender( Asian history

Readings:
Murphey, ch. 8, pp. 159-162; Morris, ch. VII. Barbara Ramusack and Sharon Sievers, eds. Restoring Women to History: Asia, Preface and Introduction; Excerpts from Ban Zhao, Lessons For Women; from Murasaki Shikibu, The Tale of Genji; from Sei Shonagon, The Pillow Book.
Part 8 (Weeks 14 to 15)
Beyond East Asia: Asia and World History
The Integration of Asia: Politics, Race and Cultural Assimilations

Asia comes to “the West”
The Mongols

(East-West( encounters in the early-modern era: the 16th century

Cultural synthesis and Asia in a world-historical perspective

Readings:
Levathes, When China Ruled the Seas; Murphey, ch. 12; From William McNeill, The Global Condition; from Morris Rossabi, ed., China Among Equals; from Jonathan Spence, The Memory Palace of Matteo Ricci; from Sanjay Subrahmanyam, The Portuguese Empire in Asia; from M.N. Pearson, Before Colonialism: Theories on Asian-European Relations


November 28,  Paper 2 due

Final Exam, December 14, Wednesday, 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
Exercises, Exams and Assessment of Outcomes and Performances 

The course uses primarily two types of instruments to assess your achievement of the learning objectives listed above: 
a. Three examinations: There will be two “mid-term” examinations and a final examination. Each “midterm” will be weighted as 15 % of the total points for the course, and the final examination will be weighted as 20% of the total points for the course.

b. Papers: There will be two (2) papers (25% of the total course grade each.)
The examinations will consist of short-answer, essay, and map questions to test your grasp of factual details and interpretive insights in East Asian history.  The papers are designed to let you demonstrate your ability to read and think critically and creatively about the material on certain selected topics in East Asian history, and to present your thoughts and reflections effectively in appropriate prose, and for this ability to then be tested and evaluated in terms of the relevance of the knowledge and information researched and synthesized to support your arguments, the effectiveness with which you organize ideas and arguments, clarity and persuasiveness of argumentation, and the general and technical quality of your writing. 
While there may not be formally scheduled and formally structured full-class-session discussions in the course, you should do your reading and attend lectures thoughtfully and carefully and be prepared to participate frequently and in an engaged manner in any informal discussion that may arise during or at the end of lectures. Your participation in discussions can serve you as a method of self-evaluation and as a means to test your ability to think creatively and critically about subjects being discussed, to support your ideas with data, and to present and defend your arguments orally and in public discourse. This kind of self-evaluation and exercise in reflection will be extremely helpful to you in preparing for your papers and exams. 

Learning Portfolio:  The papers, and the exams (especially the short essays in the exams,) as well as any notes you take on lectures and discussions and drafts of your writings in the course could form a part of your learning portfolio. It is your responsibility to coordinate with your faculty/academic advisor the maintaining of learning portfolios for your Liberal Studies courses should such a portfolio be required in your major or program of study.  

Assignments and Exams
Papers: You will write two short papers, each approximately 1800 words in length. In each of these exercises you will be given a list of topics to choose from, and you will be challenged to incorporate historical subject matter with an interpretation and analysis of this subject matter in such a way that makes it relevant to a set of questions related to the themes of this course. In your writing of each paper, you will synthesize information you have assimilated from lectures, discussions and assigned readings, and you may also need to consult (outside( reading -- monographs and scholarly articles, as well as information available over the Internet. It is always a good idea to consult the instructor or the teaching assistant about the approaches you plan or propose to take with regard to the papers before you finalize or even begin your actual writing. 

Mid-Term and Final Exams: Exams will consist of map questions, multiple-choice questions, short- answer questions and likely a short-essay question. The “mid-terms” are tentatively scheduled for September 30 and November 4 respectively. The Final Exam will be held at 12:30-2:30 p.m. on December 14, Wednesday as scheduled  by the University Registrar – please look up this schedule as soon as possible and keep it in mind.
Grading System
As indicated in the section above, grades for the course will be determined according to the following weighted method:

Papers (25% each)





50%

Mid-Term Exams total




30%

Final Exam






20%
TOTAL FOR COURSE



100%

The grading scale for the course will be as follows:  

90%+ = A; 75 - 89%= B; 60-74%= C; 50-59%= D; below 50%= F.

Individual elements of the course as well as the overall course grade will be evaluated in accordance with this scale.

Course Policies
Deadlines
 Deadlines must be observed with rigor and can be excused only for documented medical reasons, except where special accommodations are required and arranged for in advance, such as those provided under the Americans With Disabilities Act. It is your responsibility to obtain medical excuses and explanations from a physician when necessary. Please bring any special circumstances that may affect your performance in this class to my attention, and, where it is legally appropriate, I will make the necessary accommodations. However, where such accommodations do not apply, any assignment handed in within 24 hours of the deadline will be accepted but at a penalty of the grade (and commensurate score) for the assignment being lowered by one grade level (e.g., from A- to B-), and any assignment handed in more than 24 hours beyond the deadline will not be accepted and you will forfeit all points assigned to that exercise. In the case where the deadline is 5 p.m. on a Friday, the weekend shall count for one 24-hour period, and the assignment must be handed in by 10 a.m. on the following Monday in order for it to be accepted for credit. 
* 
Please note that the instructor reserves the right to amend the schedule of deadlines for exercises and exams/quizzes (except the date of the final exam) as stated in the above in accordance with the needs of the class and in consultation with the class.


You may take a make-up exam – as provided by the policies of the History Department – for the mid-terms and the final only if there is a documented medical excuse, and/or if there is, in the case of the final examination, a conflict in scheduling as provided by the University Registrar’s final exam policies. It is your responsibility to be familiar with those policies and bring conflicts of schedule to my attention.
Attendance
Attendance will be noted for every class, and your absences will be tallied. Absences due to health reasons as well as university-excused absences (such as those resulting from field trips in another course, or for reasons of athletic participation) will still count as absences in this course. If you miss more than 9 classes your final course grade will be lowered by one letter grade, if you miss more than 14 classes your course grade will be lowered by 2 letter grades, and if you miss more than 20 classes your final course grade will be an "F" regardless of your other areas of performance. 

Academic Honesty
In all written and oral exercises, you must observe the fundamental rules of academic honesty rigorously and without exception, in matters of citation, quotation and annotation. Any unacknowledged use of another person's words or thoughts, whether from a published or unpublished source (Internet sources included), including extensive and unacknowledged paraphrasing, will be construed as plagiarism. No credit will be given for work containing such material, and if the behavior is repeated, the student will receive an "F" for the course. Persistence beyond that could lead to even sterner disciplinary measures. The following is the History Department's policy:

"The History Department takes academic integrity very seriously and will not tolerate acts of academic dishonesty. It is the student's responsibility to familiarize herself/himself with these matters as defined by the University. See relevant sections, especially Appendix F, of the current NAU Student Handbook, for definitions and procedures."

Participants of this course are also expected, without exception, to observe the university policies and codes of conduct appended hereafter to this syllabus.

