American Racist Ideologies Revisited: a comparative look at the past vs. the present

Megan Geldermann

Topic: 
A look into the treatment of Japanese Americans during World War II and compare how those racial ideals are repeated in recent America.
Class/Grade Level: American history, 11th grade
Time: 

45 minutes

Goal: 
Students will develop understandings about how social and racist perspectives have shaped US history by comparing Japanese internment to the present. Also students will learn about the treatment of Japanese Americans on the home front during World War II.

Objectives: 

· To learn more about the treatment of Japanese Americans during World War II.

· To learn empathy and respect for different cultural groups.

· To find connections between history and their present.

· To relate to history better by using their present.

· To find ways/solutions to prevent certain areas of history from repeating.
· To question the social norm and understand bias.

· To learn to use primary sources as a resource for history and research. 

· To develop research and presentation skills.

Enduring Understandings:

To understand that the flaws we see in history are repeated today.  To build personal character by avoiding stereotypes and learning respect for all cultures and ethnicities.  To relate history to the present so that students retain and understand history better.  To keep them thinking and questioning after the class period is over.
Standards:

Arizona State Standards:


1SS-P15. Analyze the role of the United States in World War II. PO 2. events on the home front to support the war effort, including war bond drives, the mobilization of the war industry, women and minorities in the work force, including Rosie the Riveter; the internment of Japanese-Americans, including the camps in Poston and on the Gila River Indian Reservation, Arizona


1SS-P1. PO 1. Compare the present with the past, evaluating the consequences of 
past events and decisions and determining the lessons learned and analyze how change occurs.

1SS-D2. Use historical knowledge to draw conclusions in an attempt to explain where specific current events will lead 


PO 1. drawing historical analogies and defending why any given current 


event is like an historical event, including the lessons to be learned



PO 2. describing a current event in detail with depth of understanding of 


the events history, geography, politics and economics

Background Information on topic:

On December 7, 1941, Japan launched a sneak attack on the American naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. President Franklin D. Roosevelt called it a "date that will live in infamy." America declared war against Japan the next day. Overnight, Japanese Americans found their lives changed. Seventy-four days after Pearl Harbor, President Roosevelt issued an order (Executive Order No. 9066) that forced over 110,000 Japanese Americans to leave their homes in California, Washington, and Oregon and live in one of ten detention camps in desolate parts of the United States. 


None of the Japanese Americans had been charged with a crime against the government. Two-thirds had been born in the United States, and more than 70 percent of the people forced into camps were American citizens. Roosevelt's action was supported by Congress without a single vote against it, and was eventually upheld as constitutional by the Supreme Court. The people forced into camps were deprived of their liberty, a basic freedom of the American Constitution. 


The government called these camps "relocation centers." Surrounded by barbed wire and guarded by armed soldiers, families lived in poorly built, overcrowded barracks. The barracks themselves had no running water and little heat. There was almost no privacy, and everyone had to use public bathrooms. 


The camps provided medical care and schools for the Japanese Americans. As time went by, more and more individuals, mostly young adults, were released to do farm and defense work, go to college, and even serve in the military. 


Almost 50 years later, the American Congress passed and President Ronald W. Reagan signed the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, which formally apologized for its wartime imprisonment of these innocent people and awarded each of 80,000 survivors a $20,000 payment. 


Why were Japanese Americans moved out of their homes and into camps, especially when German and Italian Americans were not? There have been numerous explanations. Perhaps the best explanation was given by the Presidential Commission that recommended the 1988 apology. The commission said that the "broad historical causes were … race prejudice, war hysteria, and a failure of political leadership. Widespread ignorance of Japanese Americans contributed to a policy conceived in haste and executed in an atmosphere of fear and anger at Japan." It is important to remember that this was before the civil rights movement. Racism against people of color - Asians, Latinos, and African Americans - was common. Because they were easily identifiable as being Asian, Japanese Americans experienced more racial hatred than German Americans and Italian Americans. 


In addition, Japan put together an impressive string of victories in the first six months of the war, overwhelming U.S. troops in the Philippines, sinking many U.S. ships, and conquering much of Southeast Asia. Their victories led to U.S. paranoia, and many people thought their Japanese neighbors could be spies. These victories, combined with racism, created a war hysteria. People were afraid, and they thought that the only way that America could be safe was to put the Japanese Americans in camps. 

This fear continued through most of World War II. Even when it was clear that Japan was losing the war, most of the Japanese Americans were kept in camps well into 1944. The last camp did not close until March 1946; seven months after the war had ended.
*Summary of internment is by Roger Daniels found on http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/wwii/ahf/mineta/background.htm
Background information on unit:


This is part of a unit on World War II.  The previous week we discussed the war in Europe and America’s “attempt” at isolationism. We ended the week by talking about Pearl Harbor and America’s declaration of war on Japan.  This week will start the topic about how the war affected America on the home front. We will first start with Japanese Americans because we ended with Pearl Harbor on the previous week.  At the end of the previous week the students were asked to read in their textbooks and write a short paragraph about what Pearl Harbor meant for Japanese citizens in America and what the consequences were for them so that they would be more prepared for the lesson today.  From the previous weeks the students will have learned about the tensions in Europe, Hitler Mussolini and the ideas of fascism, and America’s persistent trade with France and England and their theory of isolationism.  They will also have learned about the different alliances and why they were created in this war.
Outline of lesson:

1.  Begin class by putting up pictures of World War II propaganda pictures against the Japanese with analytical questions.  Also, pass out the New York Times article and have them address those questions as well.  Give them about five minutes to look at the pictures, read the article and answer the questions.  Then take about five minutes to discuss and go over their answers and why they felt that way.
2.  Then greet the class and recap the topics you discussed the previous week.  Ask everyone to take out their paragraphs and books so they can be prepared to discuss the treatment of Japanese Americans at home during the War.  Explain to them that this is starting a section about how things changed in America during World War II.
3.  Explain to the class that the purpose of today’s lesson is to relate to history by comparing it to the present.  Ask them to give some of their ideas from their paragraphs or their minds about how the Japanese were being treated at this time (1941-1942) and what large and critical event spurned this public reaction (Pearl Harbor).  Then ask them to give you ideas about events or public policy in recent American history (in the past ten years) that had similar effects and write down the different options on the board. (The goal for this task is for the class to relate it to the 9/11 terrorist attacks, but if another more similar event seems more appropriate, use it!)

4.  After the class as a whole has agreed on a topic to discuss, make a chart or divide up the board into three sections where you can compare and contrast Pearl Harbor and your recent event.  If 9/11 is the topic use the “Remember” photo as an overhead to help draw similarities in thought after each event.
5.  Begin class discussion with their input on how these events are similar and different and write them on the board asking them to take notes.  
6.  Have a discussion using the chart using all student input with teacher support.  Do this for about 5-6 minutes or until class is almost up and then give the class their research assignment.  At the end tie up the lesson by revisiting the “Remember” picture and ask questions considering if we have really changed and evolved in our thinking throughout history.  Use questions that will keep them thinking about how we react today comparatively, throughout the rest of their history lessons.

Final Assessment:  





Due: Next Friday
As we have been discussing the treatment and persecution of Japanese Americans during the war we have touched briefly on the topic of internment camps.  Internment camps are an important aspect of American history and most importantly of the American West’s history.  As some of you may be aware there were camps located here in Arizona along with California, Utah, Colorado, and Arkansas.  To keep your minds thinking about how all is NOT FAIR in love and war, your project for this unit topic is a research project on an internment camp here in the West.  Be prepared to briefly present your project next Friday, yes you get almost two weeks to get it done so it should be spectacular!  
This project requires you to use your mind and creative powers.  You get pretty much free reign over how you present it, but you must clear your idea with me first.  You may: make a giant, informative poster, make a travel brochure presenting the camps as tourist attractions, write a very informative poem, song or historically accurate short story.  No more than groups of three can get together and make a video presenting the following information.  Or any other creative idea that may find you.  If none of these is appealing to you, you may still write a 2-3 page research paper about a camp as well.

Your project should cover AT LEAST: where the camp was, when it was created, how long the camp ran for, approximately how many citizens were housed there, what was social and daily life like in the camp? Were there any schools or hospitals? How were the general living conditions? And much more. Don’t forget pictures! Actual representations from people that were there would be excellent.

Again since you have almost two weeks and a weekend to get this done, there is plenty of time to do extensive research.  You may go to your public library, use the computers here at our own library to access websites and information.  If you have any trouble finding information, which you shouldn’t, then come talk to me and I will lead you.  Listed are a few websites I have found that are excellent and should provide lots of information to you.


Website concerning the preservation of these camps and what is being done to keep them along with demographic information on each of the ten camps and what each camp is like today:



http://www.cr.nps.gov/history/online_books/internment/report.htm


Excellent primary source websites with pictures and letters:




http://educate.si.edu/lessons/internment/start.html



http://www.americanhistory.si.edu/perfectunion/experience/index.html


Special collections:




http://www.lib.utah.edu/spc/photo/9066/9066.htm
See me if you have any questions or complications along the way.  (Flip the page over to get an idea of how the Japanese were notified of their eviction, amount of time they had to evacuate, and what items they could take, hope it gets you thinking)

Sources:

Photographs/Images: 


1. Eviction notice: www.cr.nps.gov/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/89/mnzanar/89images/89doc1.gif

2.  Japanese propaganda #1 www.diggerhistory.info/ pages-posters/us-ww2b.htm

3.  Japanese propaganda #2http://orpheus.ucsd.edu/speccoll/dspolitic/Frame.htm

4.  Remember photo www.diggerhistory.info/ pages-posters/us-ww2b.htm 

“Votes Fund to FBI to Track Japanese,” New York Times February 19, 1942.  
Websites visited:

Executive Order: http://www.pbs.org/childofcamp/history/eo9066.html

Background information: http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/wwii/ahf/mineta/background.htm
Materials and Equipment:



Whiteboard/chalkboard



Overhead projector



Overhead transparency of photos
Copies of primary sources for class
Copies of final project assessment

Student’s textbook 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 9066
February 19, 1942   

Whereas, the successful prosecution of the war requires every possible protection against espionage and against sabotage to national-defense material, national-defense premises and national defense utilities as defined in Section 4, Act of April 20, 1918, 40 Stat. 533, as amended by the Act of November 30, 1940, 54 Stat. 1220. and the Act of August 21, 1941, 55 Stat. 655 (U.S.C.01 Title 50, Sec. 104): 
Now therefore, by virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United States, and Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy, I hereby authorize and direct the Secretary of War, and the Military Commanders whom he may from time to time designate, whenever he or any designated Commander deems such action to be necessary or desirable, to prescribe military areas in such places and of such extent as he or the appropriate Military Commander may determine, from which any or all persons may be excluded, and with respect to which, the right of any persons to enter, remain in, or leave shall be subject to whatever restriction the Secretary of War or the appropriate Military Commander may impose in his discretion. 
The Secretary of War is hereby authorized to provide for residents of any such area who are excluded therefrom, such transportation, food, shelter, and other accommodations as may be necessary, in the judgment of the Secretary of War or the said Military Commander, and until other arrangements are made, to accomplish the purpose of this order. The designation of military areas in any region or locality shall supersede designations of prohibited and restricted areas by the Attorney General under the Proclamation of December 7 and 8, 1941, and shall supercede the responsibility and authority of the Attorney General under the said Proclamations in respect of such prohibited and restricted areas. 
I hereby further authorize and direct the Secretary of War and the said Military Commanders to take such other steps as he or the appropriate Military Commander may deem advisable to enforce compliance with the restrictions applicable to each military area herein above authorized to be designated, including the use of Federal troops and other Federal Agencies, with authority to accept assistance of state and local agencies. 
I hereby further authorize and direct all Executive Departments, independent establishments and other Federal Agencies, to assist the Secretary of War or the said Military Commanders in carrying out this Executive Order, including the furnishing of medical aid, hospitalization, food, clothing, transportation, use of land, shelter, and other supplies, equipment, utilities, facilities and services. 
This order shall not be construed as modifying or limiting in any way the authority heretofore granted under Executive Order No. 8972, dated December 12, 1941, nor shall it be construed as limiting or modifying the duty and responsibility of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, with respect to the investigations of alleged acts of sabotage or the duty and responsibility of the Attorney General and the Department of Justice under the Proclamations of December 7 and 8, 1941, prescribing regulations for the conduct and control of alien enemies, except as such duty and responsibility is superseded by the designation of military areas hereunder.   
Signed,
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
The White House
February 19, 1942
