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Dear Abby

is written by
Abigail Van Buren,
also known as
Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded
by her mother,
Pauline Phillips.

It is the most
popular and widely
syndicated column
in the world --
known for its
uncommon
common sense
and youthful
perspective.
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BRATTY LITTLE SISTER ANNOYS
TWEENER WHO'S GROWING UP

DEAR ABBY: | am 11. My sister, "Brittany," is 9. She alwaystri
to make me feel dumb and little. She makes fun of everything | dc
and cracks rude comments about me. She kisses up to everyone el
and makes them think she's an angel.

| am fed up with Brittany's smart-alecky comments and rudeness.
She constantly annoys me because we have the same room. She
thinksit's a huge joke that | am going through puberty and holds
nose around me all the time.

| have tried talking to her, my parents, my grandparents, and anyc
else who will listen. They think we are "just being sisters" and the
complain too much. Help! -- FED UP IN GREENVILLE, S.C.

DEAR FED UP: Your sister is acting like a brat because sheison
9 and she's jealous of you. Please try to keep that in mind when st
makes you feel "dumb" and "little," because you are neither.

When Brittany teases you about going through puberty, remind he
that in afew years she will be going through the exact same thing
and how will she like you holding your nose around her?

Puberty isadifficult time under the best circumstances, and sharil
aroom with alittle pest can make it even more so. Perhaps that
room could be rearranged so that you both have some degree of
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privacy? Think about it and discuss it with your mother, becauseit is
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uvavie.

DEAR ABBY: : | recently ended a three-year relationship, and

afterward | found out my ex had fathered a child while we were

together. Thisis not the reason | ended the relationship because |
- didntknow about it until after it was over.

story continues below
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When | told our mutual friends that | knew, afew of them told me
they had known the whole time, but were "giving him the
opportunity to be a man and tell me himself." | feel hurt and
betrayed because no one told me the truth. One of these "friends"
was my own sister -- which has obviously put a strain on our
relationship. What should | do?-- BETRAYED IN FORT SMITH,
ARK.

DEAR BETRAYED: Although you were told the reason they kept
silent was to "give (your ex) the opportunity to be a man and tell you
himself," it may also have been that they didn't want to hurt you. In
other words, it was a misguided effort to protect you. So please try
to forgive them. (That includes your sister.) And be grateful to the
Lord above that you didn't waste any more time on that philandering
jerk.

DEAR ABBY : | dways read the advice you give everyone. | am
depressed. Since childhood, | have always been a problem child. |
always have this sense of loneliness in me. Due to that, I'm not very
active. | never want to marry. | wish to remain alone. According to
our customs herein Kuwait, marriage is compulsory. But | do not
want to marry!
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| am a business student, and | wish to take a psychology course so |

can be away from my parents and family. | want to be by myself. |
just hate being with them. Am | doing the right thing? -- MIDDLE
EASTERN GIRL

DEAR MIDDLE EASTERN GIRL: | agree with you that the reason

you feel the way you do could be depression. Depression and
feelings of isolation often feed upon each other -- each making the
other worse.

| see no harm in your taking a psychology course; such courses can
be helpful. However, if there is a student health center at your

school, my advice isto talk to a counselor there about your feelings.

Y ou need professional help beyond what | can offer in aletter.

Dear Abby iswritten by Abigail Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her mother, Pauline Phillips. Write
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, CA 90069.

Abby shares more than 100 of her favorite recipesin two booklets:
"Abby's Favorite Recipes' and "More Favorite Recipes by Dear

Abby." Send abusiness-size, self-addressed envelope, plus check or

money order for $12 (U.S. funds)

to: Dear Abby -- Cookbooklet Set, P.O. Box 447, Mount Morris, IL
61054-0447. (Postage isincluded in price.)
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