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Course description

This course introduces you to anthropological and cultural theory, methods, and findings in the area of health and healing. It provides an overview of the field of medical anthropology and the roles of medical anthropologists in cross cultural health and healing.
Student learning expectations/outcomes

The course objectives are:

· To provide a basic overview of medical anthropology. 
· Understand the roles available to medical anthropologists

· Understand the major theoretical approaches used in medical anthropology
· Understand the relationship between theory, methods, and practice.

· Understand an overview of issues, research problems, and the possible solutions that confront today's medical anthropologists.
· Explore ethical issues as related to medical anthropology projects.
Course structure/approach

This course will employ a variety of teaching methods including lectures, guest speakers, class discussion, experiential exercises and student presentations. Assignments and student projects will require  demonstration of critical reading and thinking and effective writing and oral  communication.

Course outline and schedule

	Week
	Date
	Topic


	1
	Aug. 31

Introduction
	Introduction to the course. Review of the syllabus, explanation of course project and student presentations, Overview of Medical Anthropology Theory

Lecture: Overview of Anthropological Theory, Student Project Description
Readings: http://www.medanthro.net
Assignment: Find Culture Definition in Anthropology Literature

	2
	Sept. 6
Theory
	Holiday
Assignment: Find articles that will be used for student topic presentations, send bibliographic references (readings) to Dr. Trotter by Sept. 8.

	3
	Sept. 13
Methods
	Basic Overview of Medical Anthropology Methods, Advanced Methods and Combined Methods
Readings: Trotter, Epi Guide to Drug Abuse. Pp. 91-125
                   Trotter, Ethos. Midrange Theory

	4
	Sept 20
Topics
	Topic 1: Ethnomedicine

Student Presentations: Kristan Kampe: Ethnomedicine    

Readings:  Trotter, Med Anthro. Curanderismo

	5
	Sept 27
Topics
	Topic 2: Modernism and Medicine, Intellectual Property Rights
Student Presentations:  Jeronimo Vasquez: Intellectual Property  
                                         Peter Little: Modernity and Health

                                         Carolyn Hurley: Health and Communication

Readings: TBA

	6
	Oct. 4
Topics
	Topic 3: Health Disparities and Medical Pleuralism
Student Presentations: Marueen Russell: Medical Pleuralism 

                                         Leah Barnum: Health Disparities 

                                         Sucha Drobromila: Ethnomedicine
Readings: TBA

	7
	Oct. 11
Topics
	Topic 4: Human Rights, Historical Trends in Health
Student Presentations: Beth Combs: Human Rights

                                         Kate Freeman: Historical Views of Health 

	8
	Oct. 18
Topics
	Topic 5:  Globalization of Medicine
Student Presentations: Michelle Hogan: Globalization

                                         Samantha Shepherd: Politics of Health
Readings: TBA

	9
	Oct. 25
Topics
	Topic 6:  Disease and Illness Focused Studies

Student Presentations: Katy Shea: Obesity

                                         Justin Rogers: Mental Health

                                         Harriet Hosetosavit: Cancer

Readings: TBA
Assignment: Bibliographic References Due for Presentations

	10
	Nov. 1
Theory
	Overview of Medical Anthropology Theory

Lecture: Med Anthro Theories and Theories from other Disciplines

Readings: 

	11
	Nov. 8
Theory

	Varieties of Theory In Use
Student Theory Presentations

Shea: Cultural Ecological Theory
Sucha: Cultural Ecological Theory

Hurley: Structuralist Theory

Freeman: Social Network Theory

Hogan: Psychosocial Theory
Readings:   TBA

	12
	Nov. 15
Theory

	Varieties of Theory in Use

Student Theory Presentations

Shepherd: Feminist Theory

Vasquez: Marxist Theory 

Combs: Critical Medical Anthropology

Little: Critical Medical Anthropology

Kampe: Medical Pleuralism

Readings: TBA

	13
	Nov. 22
Theory

	Varieties of Theory in Use

Student Theory Presentations

Russell: Symbolic Theory

Barnum: Embodiment

Rogers: Cognitive Theory

Hosetosavit: Explanatory Models

Readings: TBA

	14
	Nov. 29
Ethics
	Darkness In El Dorado Controversy
Readings: 

	15
	Dec. 6
Ethics
	HIV Vaccine Trials Controversy

Readings:

	Finals Week
	Dec. 13
	Final Student Presentations

Assignment: Final Papers Due


Required materials 

All readings will be required. They are available on the library course website.

Assessment of student learning outcomes:
Student performance and learning will be assessed through the following:

This course requires a significant amount of reading and class participation. You are required to be prepared for lectures by reading the assigned readings so that they can be discussed in class. You will conduct two student lead seminars (presentation and discussion), one on medical anthropology theory, one on a medical anthropology topic. There also is one individual student selected paper on a topic of your choice which will require a PowerPoint presentation and paper.
Grading system
Class attendance and discussion




  50 pts

Medical Anthropology Theory Presentation and Discussion

100 pts
Medical Anthropology Topic Presentation and Discussion

100 pts
        

Student Selected Course Paper and Presentation 


150 pts

____




Total Course Points = 400



Each Assignment will be graded using a letter grade system (A, B, C, etc.) that includes an assessment of the quality, accuracy, throughness, and quality of writing (presentation) for the assignment.

All evaluation and grading practices will follow University policy. Any assignment handed in after the due date will result in a minimum of 1 grade level deduction. The professor reserves the right to make changes to this course. 

Course policy:
Academic integrity 
Unless specifically directed to work with other students, each student must do his/her own work. Academic dishonesty is entirely unacceptable. Students charged with academic dishonesty are subject to the Arizona Board of Regents= Code of Conduct and procedures established by NAU and outlined in the Student Handbook.

Students with Learning Disabilities/Physical Handicaps (attached) 

Safe Working and Learning Environment (attached)

Task Definitions and Outlines

Requirements: Topic Presentation and Discussion.

Assignment:  

1. Find 10 articles/chapters in topic area. 

2. Create an annotated bibliography handout (Handout is Due on day of presentation)

3. Provide copies and citations for 2 articles/chapters from bibliography that will act as readings for discussion during presentation (references due Sept. 8, 2004)

4. Create Class Presentation and Discussion on the topic, using PowerPoint.

Presentation Structure: 

Your class presentation should include the following elements, plus any additional information you feel is  critical to the presentation.

Introduction and Overview

a. What are the basic elements (theory, methods, etc.) that are important for  this topic area

b. Who are the key theorists/writers

c. What are the primary medical anthropology foci

Case Example

a. a description of how the topic was approached as a medical anthropology topic

During Class, you will lead a discussion of the readings on the topic and the primary issues (strengths and weaknesses of anthropological approaches) for the topic. You can use the following questions, and should add some of your own.

. 

Questions for Discussion

i. How is this theory tied to other anthropological theory

ii. What are the strengths  and weaknesses of the theory for medical anthropology

iii. Plus at least 3 student generated questions that create discussion.

Required Handouts: 

1. Annotated Bibliography
2. Copy of two articles/chapters for class reading list
3. Copy of PowerPoint Presentation (either electronic or paper)

4. Any other materials that might be helpful (web sites to explore, discussion groups on topic, etc.)

Requirements: Theory Presentation and Discussion.

Assignment Description  

1. Find two articles/chapters for theory area. 

One should be an overview of the theory and its basic concepts. 

One should be an excellent example of an ethnographic/anthropological study using the theory. 

2. Provide copies and citation for readings for class (Due Oct. 25)
3. Create a Class Presentation of the topic.

Presentation Structure: 

2. Introduction and Overview

a. What are the basic elements 

b. Who are the key theorists/writers

c. What are the primary medical anthropology foci

3. Lead Discussion of the example reading.

a. Questions for Discussion

i. How is this theory tied to other anthropological theory

ii. What are the strengths  and weaknesses of the theory for medical anthropology

iii. Plus at least 3 student generated questions that create discussion.

Required Handouts: 

1. Bibliography
2. Copy of two articles/chapters for reading list

3. Copy of PowerPoint Presentation (either electronic or paper)
4. Any other materials that might be helpful (web sites to explore, discussion groups on topic, etc.)

Outline: Annotated Bibliography
The materials handed in will include 1) a pdf or other electronic copy of each article  and 2) a hard copy and electronic copy of your annotated bibliography. 

The outline for the bibliography is as follows

Citation: (use Human Organization or American Anthropologist format)

Abstract: (verbatim from the article)

Key Words: (both verbatim from abstract, with additional key words added by student)

Descriptive Summary: This section will provide an outline of the article’s main sections, with a one to two sentence description of the content (primary issues, methods, findings, etc.) of those sections.

Analytical Summary: This section will provide a critique of the article. It should include 1) strengths and weaknesses of the methods described, 2) critique of usefulness and extent of bibliographic review and references, 3) utility of article for guiding ethnographic research, and 4) linkages to other similar methods or theories (authors, citations, etc.).

Outline: Final Student Paper

This paper will present the results of an exploration of a single topic area within medical anthropology. It can be a summary of cultural conditions and health in a single culture, or can be exploration of a single illness in cross cultural context, or can be the exploration of cross cultural differences in health care delivery (health disparities), or the impact of globalization on health and culture.
Background:  This will be a summary of the theory, focus, and primary ethnographic questions asked by the project (subjects, topic, questions, etc.), as well as the purpose of the project. You will need to describe the topic, including a concise literature synopsis on recent publications on this topic area, theory, etc. (you may want to break this into sub-topics and sub-headings).

Data and Findings: This section will be a summary of the information you collected, using summary material, direct quotes, examples of observations, etc. 

Summary and Conclusions: This section allows you  to tie together the original purpose and theory sections with the findings, to discuss the results of the research. 

Appendices: 

The following appendix material must be included in the paper.

Literature cited: literature cited in AA format

