Syllabus

Pre-Thesis Seminar
Spring 2004

Instructor Information

Robert T. Trotter, II Ph.D.

Email: Robert.Trotter@nau.edu
Phone: 928-523-4521 

Office: Room 219, Anthropology Building (Building 60)

Contact Information: I have some projects going on this semester that will cause me to travel during some weeks. I have planned the travel so I do not miss class, so the travel is predominantly on Thursdays and Fridays. The best way to contact me at any time is through email, since that is almost always accessible while I am traveling. Second best is voice mail at the phone number above. 

Course Prerequisites

Check for Pre-requisites for each track (Archaeology, Cultural, Linguistics)

Course Description
The Pre-Thesis course is designed to allow students to construct a high quality thesis prospectus for their M.A. thesis. The heuristic goal of the course is to help students learn 1) what is acceptable thesis research in our department, 2) how to design an independent research thesis, and 3) to learn the logistics and planning processes necessary to conduct thesis research. The pragmatic goal of the course is for students to construct a strong thesis proposal that will be accepted by their thesis committee by the end of the semester.

Course Objectives

Course Goal: At the end of the course the student will have designed and will be prepared to conduct a high quality independent scholarly thesis to fulfill the thesis requirement for their M.A. in Anthropology

Course Objectives:

1. Students will know and be able to apply the criteria for constructing the background, theory, and methodological sections of a thesis proposal at a level acceptable to the faculty of the department.

2. Students will complete a clear, defensible, statement of their basic thesis research problem.

3. Students will have learned how to design a clear, concise statement of the “state of the art” of scholarly research and analysis in a chosen topic area by conducting a review and assessment of the literature relevant to their thesis topic and will provide a written summary of that literature that is acceptable to their thesis committee.

4. Students will learn how to construct a relevant methodological design that fits both the state of the art in their chosen area, and matches with the thesis problem.
5. Students will construct a thesis proposal that is judged acceptable to their thesis committee.

Assignments:

There are two types of schedules for the class: in-class assignments and committee assignments.

Week



In-Class Topic


 Assignment

	Jan 13
	Introduction
a. logistics of theses

b. time for preparation

c. time for data collection

d. time for writing
	Write a 1 page description of thesis to present to potential committee chair
(submitted at end of week)



	Jan 20
	Selecting Thesis Topics I
a. scope

b. basic structure (research, applied, experimental, field, laboratory, archival)

c. content outline
	Identify committee chair, secure written acceptance of chair (memo stating that individual will serve as committee chair)

	Jan 27


	Selecting Thesis Topics II
a. Defining a thesis problem

b. Conducting a lit. review
	Initial bibliography, signed off by chair


	Feb 3


	Defining a Thesis Problem
a. acceptable approaches
b. content

c. elements of design
	Initial theory statement presented to chair, acknowledged
Formal Formation of committee (sign off)

	Feb 10


	State of the Art
a. what is a thorough lit search?

b. How to construct a critical analysis of the literature

c. Identifying new directions
	No committee assignments due

	Feb 17


	Combining Lit Search, and Critiques into a Problem Statement
	Preliminary Thesis Outline signed off by committee

	Feb 24


	Presentations (in-class): State of the Art in thesis area.
	Chapter 1: Thesis Prospectus: 

Background ( lit. review, basic thesis question, state of the art) due for signoff by committee chair feb. 27.

	Mar 2


	Theory
a. what kind of theory is needed for your thesis

b. summarizing theory
	No committee assignment

	Mar 9


	Presentation (in class) thesis relevant theory
	Theory section of thesis due for signoff by committee chair

	Mar 16


	Methods Review
	No committee assignments

	M ar 23


	Methods Review
	No committee assignments

	Mar 30


	In class presentation of methods section
	Methods Section of Thesis Prospectus Due for signoff by committee chair

	April 6


	Logistics: 
a. task lists and time lines

b. survival issues (work, funding, etc.)


	Preliminary or Formative Discussion of draft prospectus with each committee member

	April 13


	Logistics: 
a. data collection, management, storage, etc.


	Draft Prospectus Due

	April 20


	To Be Announced
	Discussion of draft prospectus with each committee member

	April 27


	In-class presentation of thesis prospectus summary
	Committee invited to presentation

	May 4 (Finals Week)
	
	Thesis Prospectus

	
	
	


All assignments should be delivered to me through WebCT assignment delivery. As a backup, it is not a bad idea to also deliver them physically to my departmental office mail box or send them as email attachments. The date stamp on the electronic delivery will act as the official date stamp for assignments that have a timed due date. 

Assignment Descriptions/Criteria

1 Page Preliminary Thesis Statement (Jan. 17)

Write a 1 page description of thesis to present to potential committee chair

(submitted at end of week)

Identify committee chair (Jan. 20)
Submit a brief memo from your selected committee chair. It should state that they accept being chair of the committee, and that they have read over the assignments for the class and understand the deadlines. 
Initial bibliography, signed off by chair (Jan. 27)
You will construct a preliminary annotated bibliography with three sections. The first section will be references that are relevant to your thesis topic (state of the art, previous studies, etc.). The second section will be references to the theory you plan to use to guide your thesis. The third section will be a section on the methods that are relevant to your thesis.  This information will provide the  foundation for building the thesis prospectus. You need to discuss the bibliography with your chair and get them to sign off on it as an acceptable foundation for building your thesis prospectus.
Formal Formation of committee (Feb. 3)
Submit a signed thesis committee assignment form to the departmental office, with a copy to me.

Initial theory statement presented to chair (Feb. 6)
This should be a 1-2 page statement of your understanding of the theory you will use for your thesis (with references), that is acceptable to your chair (sign off required).

Preliminary Thesis Outline signed off by committee (Feb. 17)
You will construct an outline of the content of the structure and content of your thesis prospectus (background, theory, lit review, basic thesis problem, and methodological section. This needs to be discussed and signed off by your committee members, so you know what content is necessary to complete the prospectus.

Chapter 1: Thesis Prospectus: Background (Feb. 24)
This is the first solid draft of your background ( lit. review, basic thesis question, state of the art, problem statement) chapter for your thesis prospectus. It must be presented to and signoff by your committee chair. 

Theory section of thesis due for signoff by committee chair (Mar. 9)
The theory section is often part of chapter 1 of your thesis prospectus, occasionally a separate chapter. This is the first draft of a coherent theory section for the thesis prospectus and must be discussed and signed off by your chair.

Chapter 2: Methods Section of Thesis Prospectus (Mar. 30)
The basic design and methods section of the prospectus is due in draft form, for signoff by committee chair.  This should include all of the appropriate methods considerations that are relevant to your thesis.
Discussion of draft prospectus with each committee member (April 4-9)
During this week, you need to sit down with each of your committee members and ask them to provide you with any information they think is necessary for you to include in your draft perspectus. This will reduce unpleasant surprises or requests for massive changes in the initial draft. 

Draft Prospectus Due (April 13)
You will provide your committee, and me, with a solid draft of the thesis prospectus, for their comment, suggestions, editorial concerns, etc.

Discussion of draft prospectus with each committee member (April 19-32)
You will meet with each of your committee members and discuss recommendations for modifications or additions to your prospectus.
Class Presentation of Thesis Prospectus (April 27)
This will be an open forum in which you do a professional presentation of your thesis prospectus to the class, and to anyone in the department who wishes to hear about your thesis. 

Thesis Prospectus (May 6)
Your thesis prospectus, signed by your thesis committee, is due the last day of finals.

Grading:

The grading for this course is based on the reality of getting an acceptable thesis prospectus completed on time, and at a level of quality that is acceptable to the faculty of  the department. If all of the assignments are completed and signed off by your committee chair and committee, you will receive an A. If you do not complete assignments on time, at the level of quality acceptable to your committee, or do not complete the prospectus by the end of the class, you will receive a C.  Incompletes will only be given if, in the judgement of the instructor and your committee, that you could not complete the assignments due to factors out of your control. 
