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This course will explore ethical principles and ethical dilemmas in human research. The course will focus on, but not be restricted to research on health care issues and archeology, issues of human subjects ethical research review, informed consent, confidentiality of data, and the practical use of a model for resolving ethical dilemmas in anthropological research. 

Weekly Discussion Topics
Aug. 29: 
Course Introduction and Overview

Sept. 5: 
Ethics Guidelines for Human Subjects Research: U.S. and International

Sept. 12: 
Governing Principles for Ethical Research on Human Subjects

Sept. 19: 
Institutional Review Boards (IRB’s) and Research on Humans

Sept. 26: 
The Issue of Deception in Social Science Research 

Oct 3: 

Informed Consent

Oct. 10: 
Confidentiality

Oct. 17; 
Autonomy: Respecting Humans

Oct. 24: 
Ethical Work-up Guide

Oct 31: 
Reflection on Fieldwork Reciprocity and Ethical Theories.

Nov. 7: 
Ethics in International Collaborative Research

Nov. 14: 
Resolving Ethical Dilemmas in Cross-Cultural Conditions

Nov. 21: 
Justice in Ethical Principles for Human Research

Nov. 28: 
Future Directions for Ethics in Anthropological Research

Dec. 7:   
Final Papers due.

Readings:

There is no text book for this course. Students will be required to read and discuss a series of articles on ethics in anthropological research. The reading schedule is as follows:

Aug. 29: 
Course Introduction and Overview

Marshall: Research Ethics in Applied Medical Anthropology

Sept. 5: 
Ethics Guidelines for Human Subjects Research: U.S. and International

 National Commission for the Protection of Human Subjects: The Belmont Report.

International Reports and Principles (These are on the WEB)

1. Nuremberg Code

2. Helsinki Accord

3. 1976 Belmont Report 

4. Code of Federal Regulations for the Protection of Human Research Subjects. Title 45, CFR, Part 46

5. International Guidelines for Research Ethics

Sept. 12: 
Governing Principles for Ethical Research on Human Subjects

Loue: Chapter 2: Governing Principles

Written Guidelines for U.S. Anthropologists (in Departmental Office)



 American Anthropological Association



 Society for Applied Anthropology



 National Association for the Practice of Anthropology 

Sept. 19: 
Institutional Review Boards (IRB’s) and Research on Humans

Sieber and Baluyot: A Survey of IRB Concerns about Social and Behavioral Research

Morse: Editorial; Subjects, Respondents, Informants, and Participants?

Murphy, M.D. and A. Johannsen (1990) Ethical Obligations and Federal Regulations in Ethnographic Research and Anthropological Education. Human Organization 49(2): 127-134.

Sept. 26: 
The Issue of Deception in Social Science Research 

Sieber: Deception in Social Research I: Kinds of Deception and the Wrong they May Involve

Sieber: Deception in Social Research II: Evaluating the Potential for Harm or Wrong.

Oct 3: 

Informed Consent

Levine: Informed Consent

Gray, Lyons, Melton: Chapter 2: Informed Consent

Faden: Ethical Issues in Government Sponsored Public Health Campaigns

Edwards, Informed Voluntary Consent and Paternalism

Oct. 10: 
Confidentiality

Loue, Sana. Confidentiality. In Legal and ethical Aspects of HIV-related Research. New York: Plenum Press. Pp 79-117.

Oct. 17; 
Autonomy: Respecting Humans

Edwards and Graber. Informed Voluntary Consent and Paternalism

Dworkin: Autonomy and Informed Consent.

Levine: Informed Consent: Some Challenges to the Universal Validity of the Western       Model

Oct. 24: 
Ethical Work-up Guide

Ethical Workup Guide

Oct 31: 
Reflection on Fieldwork Reciprocity and Ethical Theories.

Wax: Reflection on Fieldwork Reciprocity and Ethical Theories.

Buller, Paul f. and Kohls, John J. A model for addressing cross-cultural ethical confilcts. Business and Society (1997): Vol. 36: p169.

Nov. 7: 
Ethics in International Collaborative Research

Levine: Applying Relevant International Ethical Principles

White, Mary Terrell. Guidelines for IRB Review of International Collaborative Medical Research

Nov. 14: 
Resolving Ethical Dilemmas in Cross-Cultural Conditions

Stepick and Stepick: People in the Shadows: Survey Research among Haitians in Miami.

Angell; Ethical Imperialism?: Ethics in International Collaborative Research

Existing International Ethical Guidelines for Human Subjects Research: Some Open Questions.

Nov. 21: 
Justice in Ethical Principles for Human Research

Minkler: Ethical Issues in Community Organization

Barry: Ethical Dilemmas with Economic Studies in Less-Developed Countries: AIDS Research Trials.

Soskolne, Colin L. Ethical, Social, and legal issues surrounding studies of susceptibe populations and individuals.  Environmental Health Perspectives. (1997). Vol 105. Pp 837-842.

Wilmshurst, P. Scientific Imperialism. British Medical Journal. 314. P. 840-842.

Genter et al. (2000). Ethical Considerations in Internaional HIV Vaccine tirals: summary of a consultative processs conducted by the join United Nations programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS). Journal of Medical Ethics. Vol. 26. Pp. 37-44.

Schoepf: Ethical, Methodological and Political Issues of AIDS Research in Central Africa.

Nov. 28: 
Future Directions for Ethics in Anthropological Research

No readings assigned

Dec. 7:   
Final Papers due.

Grade Policy
The grade for this course will be based on the following:

Class Presentations: Each student will conduct 2 class presentations on: 

1) One of the primary ethical principles discussed in class (lit. review, and examples); 

2) One ethical workup exercise for the class. The cumulative total for these presentations will constitute 25 percent of the grade.

Each presentation will be accompanied by a Presentation Outline and Background Materials: Each student will write 2 presentation outlines (PowerPoint or equivalent) for distribution and discussion in the class when their presentation is done. The cumulative total for these will be 25 percent of the grade for the class.

Final Paper: Each student will produce a final paper which will constitute 50 percent of the grade for the course. This paper will identify an ethical dilemma encountered in anthropological research in some multi-cultural setting. The paper will discuss the dilemma and propose a resolution to the dilemma, utilizing the Ethics Workup Guide for Ethnographic Research, presented in class.

