e old parentwchild'

cs. Till a

: y war comic
of ‘ACKS howev-

ogy and hlsmry, parents

e equally enthusiastic ab:
t thxs seenmingly ideal com:
f entertainment and

1. Even children from

hly Westernised families
speak with author-
Rajputs or the

W!th the break»uﬁ

ppeared an ideal su

for the storytelling

on the camic
deai better

we try 10 examine
ach. They
dian culture

the mo t dlsturbmg aspect of:
these comics. An. eight-vear

old was overheard asking his

“mother innocently: “Mummy,
those. Mughals were not on our

side were they?” His only exp-

osure to history fill then had
been via ACKs and it is pre-

_¢isely this sort of “side taking’

tory that these comics seem
excel in,
history with 'a strong
at'man®bent and a decided,
Hindu chauvinist bias.  Most
stories of the medieval period
are full of *patrioric’ (Hinduj
kings defending the ‘mother-
land’ against
y.rulers: In'all ‘batties sol-

Mahadev,” as if rehgmn were

'peasants-—

foreign’ (Mus: -~

owever painted
in the glorious colours of a
patriot.and is hailed as a ‘peo-
ples king’

There are other interesting
sidelights uch as ‘Anirud-
where a-prin-

-could only have been one of

Yadava race who
disturbed my prin-
liant .race...master
Hei ;

Anothier curious aspect of
these comics 18 that while
dern/contemporary

1ave been celebrated

all that the batitles werefought s

out. The ‘two nation thesis’
ummed into impression-
i fr{)m this: young

gouh e ACK iy All

sare firsely label-
ers,” regardless of
their social or economic bas

in Indian society, Secondly, all

ngs from Allaudin to

empathlsed with the
s in their dow-

are shown as

éppresswe, avarmwus and
lecherous:

In the pictures Muslims are‘

early dlways porirayed with
e stereotyped beards and a
ul glint in their
’s economic re-

ghllghted is
Allaudin’s supposed lust for
Padmini, which incidentall
was the sole cause of his wa
with the Rajputs! Aurangzel
(ACK 232 ‘Aurangzeb and
Dara Shukol’j 'is seen as a
demented rehgmusil fanatic

Polygamy among

of lite,
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woman, the comics

tedly tell-us; her most
int asset'is her chastity;
nire of her world her

what “is .decidedly

s their pictorial . de-

m of women..Considering
the main consumers of
omics are children,

'y scantxiy clad and voiup-
Iy drawn female figtres
ch adorn their pages: In

_context this type of

world are fed/'it is imperative

‘ comlcwhxl drens

not - serious’ historical texts.
This; however; 1no defence,
for the sort of ideas and

tudes they promote. Co

ing that ACKs have be (
still- are-the steady diet that
the young: of the brave ne

the bram-chﬂd of
a deveted ccmlcs

; nsxstently appalled

y the sh medium edu-
cated. Indian child’s lack of
knﬁwledge ‘about his pwn. his-
ligion and mythology.

e desire to bridge this

idea of ACKs;

issues has slowly

rown into a ‘club of sortswith

to examine whether or not be.
hind the facade of education
the ACKs are-promoting as set
of values downright dangero
for modern Ind1a It

_Pai at its centr

“To me, its (ACKS) not a
business but a vehicle to edn-
cate.” says Pai. ~
tional role which raises impor-
tant questwns about - distor-
tions-in the content. Pai ack-
nowledges that initially, when
he not have resources for inde-
pendent research and relied
on the popular versions of a
tale -or ~cbscure ballads .and
poerns, there were some errors
and-distortions. But today the
ACK -outfit -has -its own re:
search facilities and stmves for
authenticity:

Yet Pai added. hastily, “h15~
tory is mever correct, its jum-

‘ble of names of people and

places and dates. 1 try to

hlstory to hfe » While acknowv
ledging that ACKs are no

word in history education

ai claims that he and his work

Il some day be remembered

for helping children brought

_ up in English schools to discoy-

er their own heritage.

- "Pai responds to the criticism
that his works have a Hindu
Brahminical bias by saying
that he has strong feelings ab-
out communal disharmony and
has wvisited riot sites to study
the problem. One of the con-
clusions Pai ‘arrived at about

the role of juveniles in com:

munal riots is that the educa~
tional ‘system . generates in-
securities, which in wurn create
barriers that separate those
individuals from the world and

community .and make them

capable of -viclence.

_ From the very outset, Pai
insists, one of his pr:mary aims
in the ACK project. was to

foster national integration.
- Those who criticise the comics

for having a Hindu bias and
negatively .portraying Mus-
lims, have not read enough
ACKs, says Pai. In several edi-
tions, he adds, the ACKs have
shown Hindus and Muslims
cooperating and being loyal to
each other. “In some editions
Muslims are even shown better
than Hindus” Pai adds empha-

tically. - Balban, Shah Jehan

and Jehangir are all shown as
“being lovable and even Babur
i5 not projected as a villain,”
says  Pai.

When questioned about the
grey areas of Shivaji’s history
and the wholly hercic por-
trayalin the ACK, Pai saysthe
Maratha warrior king is de-
serving of such treatment be-
cause he was a “great liberal.”
Aurangzeb, on the other hand,
was not, and “T'll never pre-

with relzglon is defended wnh
the examples of comics, like
‘Choka,’ where the messapge is
that-you don’t have to go to.a
temple to find God.”
Laughing at the allegation
that ACKs porirayal of women
is sexist-and projects the abo-
minable  code .of Manu; Pai
points to-the ACKs-on Razia
Sultan and Chand Bibi where
“men. .look. like appendages

1t women by and large are
portrayed in ACKs as devoutly
following Manu’s code, that is
because they were so0 in that
period:-of - history. Strongly
emphasising that -he is .not
promoting those. values, Pai
says he cannot impose modern
values on - dncient tales and
factually distort them. - ‘

Thisbrings upthe issue of an
over emphasis. on  historical
subjects over modern charac-
ters ‘and.situations. - While
some leading freedom: move-
ment Jleaders have: been co-
vered in the ACK series, Gan-
dhi and Neliru are notably ab«
sent.

The -ACK. on Gandhi has
been delayed due to the Nav
Jeevan Trust’s refusal to grant
permission: ACK has, however,
recently made a contract with
the trust and will shortly pub-
lish-an issue on Gandhi. Accor-
dmgly to Paiandssue on Nehru
is also in the works. .~
For Pai, who also runs the
“Partha Institute of Personal-
ity. Development” and travels
across the country conducting
children’s  quiz. programmes;
ACKs have outgrown the stage

~where .their importance  and:
place can be questioned.

Printed in almost every major
Indian language and in several
foreign langhiages aiso AC




