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fnost prestigious schools of
Calcutta. The title captures at

‘tonce the continuity ds well as
| change that Is intrinsic to the

process of history. However,
very few parents and educa:
tional authorities seem to have
paid much attention to what
lies: between
these text books.

‘Do vou know what a temple
Il is? It is the place that people
%used instead -of a church in

|order to pray. ‘The Greeks

‘| were the first people to have

1 colonies...
| are very much like them, for

We  British People

l'we too have a: lttle Mother
| country and big new daughter
L countries across the seas.” The
| emphasis is ours; the extracts
. are from The Stream of sze

: While “colomal hangover” is
| & phrase much in Vogue today,

| one wonders how many people
| are aware that colonial culture
| 15 being imbibed by impress:
| lonable young children in In:

| dia today, throuzh the pages of
such books \

| Written by S. O. Ambler and
11 H Ceatman, The Stream of
| Time is really 4 series of four
| books published in India by
| Allied Publishers which, by

1982, had gone through 12 re.

prints after its first publication
Lin 1971, It is clear, therefore,

Be Infl_; n

_books.

the covers of

m The Stream of Ttme

ﬁdwi”)c» w"f:) ‘j ‘tj#
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siderable demand for the

The perspective of the series

is clear from _the foreword

itself, which states, “Some of
the weﬂ known stories which
are the birthright of every Brir-
ish child have been told,”
while, “the thn“d and fourth
books tell the _story of our
land.”

Throughout the books, our
land® and ‘our country’ refer
exclusively to Great Britain.
As a result, thousands of chil-
dren are growing up fairly con:
fused . as 1o what their land,
their hIStDl‘y Aand th&lr heritage
really is.

The. -foreword; meanwhlle,
goes on'to eulogise this ‘new’
edition which, apparently, hag
“subiect marter - brought in
line with. recent events.” Tro-
nical indeed, for the one
aspect of these Books swhich is

‘blatantly obvious is the fact

that they are far removed from
gontemporary Indlan reality
and “recent even{s

While there is much in the

contents of these books which
is not obJecuonable per se,
their Anglocentric bias makes
them highly unsuitable for
study in schools in India, There
are chapters on “The Greeks

(or Romans) aud Ourselves”?

in order to make children
understand  why they are
studying the Grecks, the au-

thors explain: “We oaght tg be
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the British way

very much interested in th
Greeks becau% many th@m‘

are done because the

used to dothem ™ In addlt; on
children are treated to suel
irrelevant examples such a
‘the architectural sz;mlanty be
tween 5t George’s Hall, L
pool and a Greek templk
Greek origin of the game o
rounders; and the Roman in
fluence in the names of citie
such ‘as Chester or Leicester
How many children of class \
ifi India, have seen St George’
‘Hall or Liverpool, playe«
rounders, or even heard 0
Chester? ‘

The only r&ferﬁnce to indi
in the first two books is madi
when writing about sun-bake
bricks of ancient cwxh&atmnc
There is an dAccompanyin,
photegraph of an obseure look
ing “native” standing besid
his bricks along with the car
tion: ‘Brmks are still madé i
this way in India’ .

These books are Culturall
too alien for Indian chlldr&n t
identify with and, more si
cant. they create confusic
the mmds of children
is the study of the past,
merely the past for i
sake;, we study hist
understand the pre
is relevant to us. 1
coniribute not ing
this end. .
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