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FIRST THNGS FIRST—

THE READER WouLD

LIKE To KNOW WHo
THIS

CHARACTER

hw;\ﬁ!!

Wasnt e e
of W MARx

|

'c;r( U o

Howm.... well.... ot gxactly...

CHARWES MARX (KARL
AS HE'S CALED IN GerMm)) =

wWAS A JEWISH- GERMAN ol Jtﬁus',
PHILOSOPHER WHO LIVED The Anti - Chvist!
AND STRUBGLED FROM =

19\ TO 1983.
EVERYWHERE N THE
WORLD HE'S BLAMED
FOR. HAVING INVENTED

@@M%mmigﬂﬁ LT .b%“l".‘

BASED ON HIS WRITINGS AND IDEAS, ONE THIRD OF HUMANITY \

PRACTISES COMMUNISM, WHILE THE OTHER TWO THIRDS KEEP
AREUING ABOUT THEM...

ANYWHERE YOU €10, WORDS LIKE BOLSHEVIK, MARXIST, SOCIARLISM,
LENINISM, RED; FIDELISTS, MADIST, MATERIALIST, COMMUNIST AND S0 ON
RUB LoTS OF PEOPLE UP THE WRONG WAY...

CopWal
CLRS%? e , lobowr-
power, proletarint...

I3




ACTURLLY, MARX{S M TopAY

DVIDES THE WORLD |NTD TWD
CAMPS ; THDSE WHO HATE Him

AND THOSE WHU PLALE ALL THER

HoPES IN RIM...

and I'd menTion A Huird oroup:
those WA dent kmow Wim...

PECAUSE. CHARLIE MARX IS
JUST LIKE THE BlBLE O THE
KOorRAN: MANY QUOTE H:m;

BUT VERY FeEW KNOW HIm, AND

EVEN FEWER UNPERSTAND
HiM,o s (0€ BETTER.., MAKE
HIM QUT...)

et

e

MAEX HAs
SOMETHING To
SAY TO EVERYB00Y:
THeRE'S NOT A
MAJOR CHANGE
IN THE LAST
HUNORED YERRS
Witice DOESN'T
OWE. SOMETHING
T0 COMRADE
EHARLIES

INFLUENCE. ...

ECONOMY,
UTERATURE, SPALE

TRAVEL, THE ARTS,
HISTORY, HUMAN

KELATIONS, THE
VATICAN, THE
UNIONS, REVO—
LUTIONS, SourL
CHANGES,
EDUCATION,
MEDICINE,
INDUSTRY,
MaRILULTURE,
JOURNALISM v »
EVERYWHERE
You'tL EIND A
KAR O Two
0F CHAeLIES !

Boy!
He sure Wold Lots
of iigvess, e
nairy ol !

And he wosnk
short of Nt !

= - W MAKES POSSIBLE WHAT
oW LEDGE —AND RRALTICE—~ OF WS IDEAS NO
Eifm IMPOSSIBLE For TWENTY CENTURIES! FEEEDDM FROM THE

ExPLOITATION OF MAN BY MAN...

That's not +ive!..
| owe It 10 My
Boss!

|N SHORT:

IF IN EVERY
senisE WE'RE
BETTER OFF
TOORY, WE OWE
THAT TO MARX
ESPECAALLY .+ -

(souL securry,
PENSIONS, PAID
HOUDAYS, unioWs,
SCHOLAESHIPS,

AND MANY OTHER
VICTORIES ARE
IND\RECTLY DUE
To MARXI)

4=

/

ALL REVOLUTIONS, EVEN THOSE
WHICH CLAMM TOD BE SPUFIJTFLNEWS
AnD WITHOUT "' PUTATIVE" FATHERS,
HAVE A MARXIST ORIGIN.,.

e

You hear tolk
of Haot 2% 2% % Mq,ﬂc
oven im Hae Voion

Not 1o mention
somg. CONATIYUTAS ..

WORKER PRIESTS ARE ACCUSED
OF BEING MARXISTS, SOUTH
AMERICAN GENERALS TALK
ApOuUT HIM,

HE'S STUDIED 1N JESWT

SCHODLS.
oHeE=S HAVE FLED CUBA
WHEN VT DECLARED ITSELF
THE FIEST mARXIST
COUNTRY IN LATIN MMERKA,,,
BUT STILL YbL HERR | T SRIP
THERE'S NO \NTEREST IN
MARX ...




HERE, IN THE

CITy OF
TREVIRORUM

(ropAy TRIER)
KARL MPEX
WAs BorN,
St MAY 1218

BERLINe

EAST GERMANY @oR)

[ PRIEFLY:

MARX WENT To
BONN UNIVERSITY To
sTUpY LAW. BUT HE

wric el

===\l

WORKED WARDER AT (10 T 2\ W Lk
gAISING HELL ANC jm’ff%“wﬁ \
spy) PURSUING Z / -

WINE, WOMEN
AND SonEg... TO
SUCH A POINT

THAT HE ENDED
UP FIGHTING A
DUEL FOR A LADYY
FRVOURS ) WHICH

EARNED HIM A

WouND On THE
EvEBROW!

VoU CAN'T REALLY SAY
THAT HE KEPT RIS NOSE

To THE GEINDITONE -

H|S FATHER WAS A WELL=-To-po
LANYER, WHICH ALLOWED
THE YOUNE MARX To supy

WHAT WAS IN FASHIDN TheN;
LA

A Al kinds—but
| we'l g0 ino
4 dexolld \oer,,.

e

FROM PONN HE WENT To BECUN WHERE WE FINISHED WIS STUDIES.
THEN HE RETURNED To BONN T TRY TEAGKING, BUT HIS BAD NAME DIDN'T
OPEN ANY D0RS | IN PERLIN HE'D TURNED ATHEIST AND SUBVERSIVE ..

THAT WAS Too YWUCH!
HS SOUETY BRARELY

TOLERATED ARTISTS, 50
JUST IMAGINE WRAT

THEY MADE OF
smvgﬂvgfﬂ{f

i




TO ANSWER THIS
THORNY QUESTION

) MARY DECIDED To
J( Whots 10 be deme? ‘ STADY PHILOSOPHY. ..

THE YounN& MARX

DIDN'T ASK HIMSELF
"WHAT To D0?" IN THE

[T IS (mPoRTANT AT THIS POINT TO cLeAg WP A PETAIL ABOUT MARX)S LFE
ALTHOUGH HIS DRIGINS WERE JEWISH, HE DIDN'T CONSIDER HIMSEWF TenisH
OR EVER PRACTISE THAT RELIGLON. His FATHER HAD BECOME A LHWEEAI:I

AND MARX HIMSELF
— How +vue! Youngsks toauw
dovir bedieve o tlomn !h’li’lj!

WAS ONE, BUT
ORLY 1IN His
YOUTH.,.

Blame We SENSE OF "HoW CAN T
lealogies, EARN ALViNGT" BUT
yowr lovdslaip, ‘WHAT 1S THE MEANING
the ideologies... OF MY LIFE AND WHAT

PUR POSE. SHOULD IT
SERVE..,.7"

= el

IS FATHER GROWS ANaRY WIRRYIN G
ABOUT WIS S0N'S FUTURE ...

THE UNWERSITY pF
BERUN WAS INA
TERRIEIC TURMOIL

OF NEW 1DEAS,
REUGLOUS EXPLANATIONS
OF MAN AND THE
UNIWERSE HAD BEEN
CHAWENEZED AND

THNKERS WERE.

LOOKING RounD Fop

OTHER. ANSWERS

T0 THE ETERNAL

QUESTIONS OF

A OUMEONE CALLED FREPERKK HEGEL
TH old SEEMS TO WAVE FOUND THE ANSWERS

;i jnmgem s To THE plg QUESTIONS
Lﬁw“l il GERMAN PH |LOSOPHERS GRAVITHTE.

ROuUnp HIM\, SOME. To OPFOSE AND
OTHERS Tb SUPPORT HIS THEORIES.-.

MARX DEGINS STUDYING HEGEL'S
IDERAS.

ToO YAD THE GReAT

PHILOSOPHER, HAD ALREADY
Dieo, aLns! ...




J'r—]-he erm,.ﬁ
of Marxis oll-
powerful betanse
ik 15 tvue ...

NATURALLY, YoU CAN'T
EXPECT THIS LITTLE Bogk

OF MINE TD EXPOUND ALL
OF MARYX'S THEORY, WHIEH
IS A VAST DCEAN TOSWIM
IM.

THE BEST THING TO ©D

IS SUM uP AND DVIDE THE
BASICS OF MARXI3M

INTS

MAIN BRANCHES..-

L y

bb

The Historieal Mateviol-
Ism of Hevr Marx

\ A

T

s WE'VE ALREADY SEEN IDEAL IST IDEALISM STARTS BY

THE PHILOSOPHICAL 1DEAS OF AND ASSWMING THE EXISTENCE

MAN AREOF TWO KINDS | MATERWALIST OF SUPeR-NATURAL AND
DININE FORCES...

Cwared 7

MATERVALISM CONSDERS

THAT THERE. 15 NOTHING
BEYOND NATURAL

Ly

THINGS ve-

IpERLSM IMAGINES THINGS,

PRESWPPOSES THE EXISTE NCE OF SPIRITS,
I pEALISES" EVERYTHING , BUT DOESN'T
OFFER PROOFS FOE WHAT \'T PROPOSES...

FAITH BY ITSEWF
15 ENOUGH TO &o ON

( WHicy
Kn

15 LIKE TRYING To
OW WHAT sie AR TASTES

MATERALISM, INSTEAD, DOESN'T
IDEALISE | BT SEEXS 'IJHE SCIENTIFI
EXPLANATIONS OF THINGS — INCLUPING

EVEN RELIGION 4uu

IDERALISTS EXPLAR) THINGS TO .
THEMSELVES THRouaH RELI&I0N:.-

MATERALISTS ExpuAam) WHAT'S WHAT
OM THE BRSIS OF SCIENCE ...

1KE Withour SAMPUNGT. ..)

&
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RIGHT AT THE START OF HIS THILOSOPHICAL STUDIES, "BY GoD'S GRACE | THE HHJﬂR!Tr

0
MARX JOINED FORCES WITH MATERIALISM. BUT HE OF ATHEISTS [\ WISHED To PROVE | ghsiNG THEMSELVES ON Noture 13 immutoble
PEVOTED WIS ENTIRE UFE'S worK To caViNg |T THE NOMN- : — ECHANICS, WHICH Suiect 1o e covse mjl d
MORE CONSISTENCY AND SLIENTIFIC CHARACTER, .. EXISTENCE OF I'm Feling ) TOSE DAYS WAS THE ) rotpvn mohon
E10D By WELaHT OF STIENCE, THE E.H:&r &Em Ko y ¥
e -1 STARTING PHLOSOPHERS IMAGINED ke ma

Why? % THE USUAL THRT THE SAME

Because before Marx, / RELIGIOUS HECHANICAL LANS |

Mxtenal§ts were % ARGUMEN T$, (oUUS BE APPUED  —f~ 1= A

Ustfint 1o domy @od's ////’ WHCH &0 ATOMATICALLY ~ PO e I

oxlstence. % THEM INTO 10 UFE AND is CALLED METAPHYSICAL

Reriog ! 7] UseLess To NATURE ... R

i’ ots Hat... /,///’ MUDDLES... i

IN THE XV[T AND Xl
CENTURIES, THE &REATEST Ak oS why
SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES WERE MADE |  Didevot, Descartes

IN THE AREAS OF THE and ofers pye
MATHEMATICS AND

MECHANICS OF CELESTIAL

METAPHYSICS FROM THE
peeed | "PLALED BEYOND PHYSICS .

HEGEL'S DISCIPLE |
EEVERBALH REASOUED

IN METAPHYSIES, THINAS ARE
UNCHANGINg, (L€, IMMUTABLE) ‘
GIVEN ONCE, AND FORALL, LIKE THIS:

called "mechamisk”..

BODIES, AND S0,

o NOTATRE ments
MATERIAUSM BECAME MD HENGE MAY DE EXMINED | L " quu%ﬁ?v while l—"
"TMECHANKTIC".. INDEPENDENTLY, ONE always remaining ME same...

IN OTHER WORDS, THE
MRATERIALIST PHILSOPHERS
EXAMINED BOTH NRATURE
AND SOCIAL LiFe FROM
A MECRANICAL POINT
OF VIEW...

Wiy

WITHOUT INTER-RELATION SHIP,

FRom THE OTHER,

WORKS OF
ARISTOTLE

X oRieaNALLY, THOSE

FPLACED AFTERE
His "PHYsSI1ES "

(THOSE WHD THOUAHT LIKE
THIS ABOUT NATURE. COULP
ThINK THE SAME WAY ApouT
SOLIETY TOO. SoLIETY
CHANGES VERY LITTLE FOR
TE Mﬁﬁpﬁwfjiu-ﬂlﬂj E¥cEPT
py REPEATING ITSELF
MECHANICALLY, E.61. WARS,
HUNGIER) GIOVERN MENTS ETC.2)




HAVING RECOGNISED THE ERROR OF THE MATERIALISTS AND METAPHYSICIANS
d]
MARY ASKED RIMSELF THE SAME QUESTION !

EEEY ﬁ ﬂ:ﬁl E;.'zggéﬁge OF IT, AND ALL THOSE WHO WANT TO DRIVE THEMSEWJES *
HE EXISTS OR NOT— SO CHARLIE §A4/0— AND :
LET'S LOOK
AT MAN AND HIS ROLE IN THE WORLD. HOW 1S | T REALLY POSSIBLE THAT NOTHING
CHANGES?. ..

\\'\?“ T

e 2\
\! ﬁ““*—“:) X
Y 0 IS
7 1M\f?‘ /i

INSTEAD OF THE
VSUAL MECHANISTIC
NOTION OF NATURE
AND HUMANITY, MARY
AND ENGELS SET OUT
A THECRY OF
PEVELOPMENT -0OR -
ARETURN TD

DIALECTICS
_.—-"“"‘

supposing h edible. ..
Mow Ao You covk vt 2

FO

I

[ WAY BRCK IN ANCAENT TIMES | SOME il
PHILOSOPHERS HAD ALREADY APPUED THIS STRATEAY
To ARRNE AT THE TRUTH A SYSTEM OF
ARGUMENT WHICH bRINGS CUT HE CoNTRADICTIONS
YR . TR B e e
OPPONENTS - Ry
CEASONING, ...

RELIGION) (LATHOUCISM ESPEC AWY)
OPPOSED DIALECTICS BECAUSE ITDION'T
PERMIT ARGUMENT. THINGS WERE
JUST A3 THE BAGLE SAID —AND cr_;;g
DISCUSSI1ON - o v

" HIs HORIZON WAS FUNDAMENTALLY
RESTRICTED BY THE KNOWLEDSE AND
CONCEPTS CURRENT IN HIS DAY,
ONE SHOULD ADD THAT HEGEL WAS AN
IDEAUST, AND FORYIM THE IDEAS WERE
NOT MDRE OR LESS ABSTRACT IMAGES
OF OBJECTS; DN THE. CONTRARY, THINES
AND THER DEVELOPMENT WERE A
PROJECTION) OF IDERS WHICH HAD
EXISTED, N0 ONE. CAN SRY HOY,
EVEN) BEFORE THE WORLD ITSELF
EXISTED. HEGEL'S SYSTEM WAS A
CILANTIC MISCARRIAGE, BUT THE
LAST OF ITS KIND. WHILE ON ONE
HAND IT AFFIRMS A FORMULA
ESSENTIAL To THE CoNCEPT OF

\ HISTORY ) ACLORDING TO WHICH HUMAN
His'rngg |5 A PROCESS OF DEVELOPMENT
ANNOT, GIVEN ITS NATURE s

[owror else you
diseussed it

KANT AND HEGEL BEGAN TO RE-EMPLYY
THE DIALECTIC METHOD.

BUT teaeL NEVERE BROUGHT VT DOWN
TL EARTH; AS YOU CAN SBE PROM THIS:

A e s




IN ESSENCE:!

HEGEL'S PHILGS OPHY CONTAINS LOTS
OF VALUABLE IDERJ, SUCH AS IS
THEORY OF ETERNAL MOTION, THE
DEVELOPMENT OF UNWERSAL SPIRIT,
AND ESPECIALLY HIS METHOD OF

chialeetriesy

HE WAS RIGHT WHEN HE SA'D THE LAW
OF DVALECTILS GOVERNS THE |
PEVELOPMENT of SpRiT (MIND). BUT
HE DIDN'T G0FAR ENOVBH AND APPLY
IT To NATURE AND SociETY.. ]

M'n.pf:‘“w_
'4#\ ’;-c;- e e
-74"" fa e At svewr met (2BIC .
s’ I i s "‘?"’&ﬂ Lonsr Piour

-

FROM THE STANDPOINT OF THE :
PIALECTICAL METHOD, NOTHING 15 ETERNAL
OR UNCHANGING..- BUT IN SPITE OF
THIS HEGEL DENIES THE DEVELOPMENT
OF NATURE AND SCCIETY, *
THIS 1S THE. MDST SER\0US CONTRADICTION.
IN WIS USE OF THE METHOD... b

NOW ROWS pbout o

Example even | con
understand |

|

ITHE ESSENCE OF REALITY,"
ye 5AID, "ISN'T MATERIAL, BUT
SPIRITUAL (0R MENTAL), AND
|5 THEREFORE. WDEPENDENT
AND THUS FREE..."

E

HEGEL'S ADVICE T ANY WORKER
EXPLOITED By HIS B0SS WOULD BE: DON'T
WORZY YOURSELF ABDUT MATERIAL
OPPRESSION, BAT DNLY ABOUT THE
PSPRITUAL" WIND. BY 0BEYING THE STATE
(GI0D's REPRESENTATIVE ONERRTH) YoU
WILL FIND HRPPINESS AND FREEDOM
(oF THE SPRIT.-)

r e Hepe! SY3 ek
ol w

£L ( AND I'LL TRY HARD To Now! ¢x¢) 1

Ef %LEH(EE) WAS AN IDEAUST, that..! you con-feel free

Suve!

CVeN I chams...

TODAY, HE@ELS
IDEAS SEEM ADSURD.
PUTINHIS DAY, THEY
SOUNDED ‘ :
PRETTY DARING EIME&?&"LC., yes,
ANDTHEYWeRe|  DuT idenlSt..-
ATTACKED
JUST BECALE
THEY WERE (IN
THEIR OWIN NFH)
DIALECTICAL ...

—

THIS LED MPARX TO
SAY THAT HEGEL'S
METHOD WAS
"INVERTED", UPSIDE -
DOAN, AND 1T

NEEDED To BE STooD

.1 oW,
o make i}

M atenolSt...

Butt what does

Hepels reory say
Qbout

Developm ent >




HUMAN DEVELOPMENT- SAID
HEGEL— HAD BIONE THROVGH
COMNSTANT EVOLUTION,
STARTING WITH PRIMITIVE .
ORIENTAL DESPOTISM N .
WHICH ONLY ONE PERSON !
WAS FREE (THE TYRANT),

AND NEYT THE GIRAECO- RoMAN
ARISTOCRATC SYSTEM IN

WHICH MANY MORE.

WEEE FREE...

(" LATeR 5TILL, SLAVERY AND SERFDoM DISAPPEARED, AND EVEN MORE
PEOPLE WERE FREE... AFTER THE HOLY ROMAN - IERMAN E MPIRE
FEUDALISM, MoNARcHY, THE FRENCH REVOLOTION, AND FINALLY WITH THE
PRUSSIAN STATE HUMAMI’I’}’ REACHES (ACCORDING TO HEGEL, ANYWRY)
ABSOLUTE
LIBERTY

i | D0 NKo His
chop Hepel.
Give Wim He
Norrional Aword.

|
i
.
A
1
|
A
.
It
|:-
H
I
1
i
i
i
5:-
iz

o
L

LANDOWNERS. THE PEOPLE WORKED FOR THEM, WITHOUT BEING SLAVES MAYSE BUT

PRUSSIFl HAD AN EMPERDE, AN ARMY, A VERY RItH CHURCH AND SOME Bi&

OPPRESSED ENOUGH. HEGEL DIDNT NoTIcE  THIS OPPRESSION. HE IMRGINED ABSOWTE
LIBERTY EXISTED JUST BECAUSE SLAYERY WAS ABOLISHED... E

i

WWw.wWg 19 3 :..

AT WAS RERLLY
NH?PEHINE. WAS
THAT FEUDALISM HAD

(QAOUALLY GIVEN
WAy TO
CAPITALISM

) MORE MODERN
AnD SUBTLER

FORM OF
EXALOITATION.

put HEGEL WENT ON
MARNA TALKING ADOUT RUMAN
oud ! DEVELOPMENT WHILE

DENYING T, BECAVSE
HE CLAIMED THE
PRUSSIAN STATE HAD
BEaUN TO ACHIEVE
THIS DEVELOPMENT
ALREADY. 50 HE
Too FINKS BRCK
INTO
METAPHYSICS ...

chidnr oe oty
hotic of this...

HEGEL'S ARGUMENTS REMAIN VALD AND
DIALECTICAL , EVEN THOUGH MISTAKENLY APPLIED
BY HIMTO REAUTY.-- LET'S SEE, FOR INSTANCE,

WHAT HE MRXES OF THE
" CpNELICT BETWEEN CONTRARIES”, .

' Each things a com binotion
Of comtrnvies because it s
Motz up of elements Which,
ouionah Wnkedt fopetned ax
e same Time euminnie
one another..."

PoN'T HAVE A NEEYOUS BREAKDDWN
YET,| THERE'S AN BXAMIPLE COMING :

3




SOCIETY, FOR EXAMPLE 15 A
COMPINATION OF CONTRARIES
(THE RiCH AND WELL-0FF VeRsys
THE POOR AND MISERRBLE)
RITCHED ToGETHER, YES,
BUT OPPOSED...

WITH VERY &00p REASON,

FUNNY, HOW IN

HE&EL SAID THAT WHAT
MAKES HUMANITY EVoLVE
I8 THE STRUGG LE BETWEEN
CoNTRARIES.

THE TRIVMPH OF ONE OVER
THE OTHER PRODVUCES

CHANGE. ..

o apply o
REALITY...

But this dia kechial
low wasnl suppoed

HE GELS PRUSSIAN STATE
THE. CONFUCTBETWEEN
CONTRRRIES WRSN'T
€10ING TO LEAD TD
TRANSFORMATION, BUT
RATHER AN IMPROVE MENT
OF SOCIETY,
THis SWITED REGEL,
NATURALLY... THAT'S WHYL..,

(F.T THIS POINT, MARY STEPS IN Tb PUT HEGE
RianT WAY ur..,

L (AND HIS METHOD) THE “]

-

-+ Between real contvorvies,

Sueh o capitol omd \abour, 3
Mo reconcliertion s possible, l:

Is thort clear 7

™\ .

J

s

—

IF HEGEL'S DIALECTICAL ) FEVERBACH,A DUUPLE
METHOP INFLUENCED Wnot did thu OF THE IDEAUST HEGEL
MARX, LVOWIE bloke Foy- &Y~ bk GRAVE WP HEGELIAN
FEVERBHACH Soy and how did IPEALISM TO SWITCH
(PRONCUNCED "FOY-ER- rancx“) Mo change it? OVER To MATERIAUSM,

TURNED HIM INTD A
MATE RIAUST.

BUT MARX TooK OVER
FEUERPFCHS THEORY
AND CHANGED IT...

BUT OF A METAPHYSICAL
BRAND, BECGRUSE RE

SAWNRTURE (AND
SOCIETY TOO)SUNKIN
SLEEF, MOTIVE-AND-
MOTIDNLESS ,WITH NO
[UMEDIATE CHANCE
FOR CHANGE

135

Hege! Wins Ainleictical,
but id ealist... Feuerboch
Was motedalist, bur
metaphysical (27~
dualectical

RN,

THE BEST OF THIS ONE ANP THAT orJE
AND COME UP WITH HIS OWN FAMOUS,
UNIQUE VARIETY OF

(Dinlectics by &W.F eyl 0nd

H

Marevion i by L. Feuer bﬂ‘-"hj

IT WAS WP To MARY TO KE-S HUFFLE THE DECK: TD AMALAAMATE THE \

aorah! No! He improved, a
[n;mfiﬂ‘ and gnn;jlfﬂ‘ Hhenm...
AmerHer T - A ] T




CAPITALISM HAS PROVEN \TSELF UNABLE TO SOLVE THE PROBLEMS

OF THE PEOPLE LIVINGMNDER IT (NOT TO MENTION PROBLEMS IN

GENERAL OF HUMANITY) ... AND IT'S WELL ON THE ROAD TO FINAL CRISIS
AND EVENTURL COLLAPSE.

I z
(JWst @5 Omatie
: Koy “prophesized”
I & contury ﬂﬂﬂ]

THE PURPOSE OF MARYX'S THEORY OF

HISTORIC |
it MATERIALISM

15 To 5H0W US THAT HISTORY IS MADE BY MAN, NOT BY
"DESTINY" OR THE $0 CALLER "HAND OF §0D"...

History is te life
of people-period-
ot all.

!24['

————

—

HUMANITY -~ THOUGHT MARX - DID NOT REQUIRE 'OUTSIDE' HELE TO INVENT ID
TOOL3. ND ANGEL APPERRED FROM HEAVEN TO TEACH MAN HOW TO CONSTRUCT
PLOVGHS AND WHEELS »

Wioel /%7

Whot | wonmit 10 invent
15 e Lifebuoy !

% iy

EACH BENERATION COMES ALONG TO EREATE, AND GRAPVALYY PERFECT NEW
TooLS— BY WORKING AND NOT THANKS TO THE HOWY sPiriT | (EVEN IF NOT ALL THE
CREAT INVENTPRS WERE ATHEISTS...)

—

ﬁﬂ; ToDLS CANNOT \\
WORK ALL BY

| THE MSELVES.
The moving forazs of society
g—j |

PEOPLE HAVE TO SWERT
TH KEEP THEM OPERATING...

THESE INSTRUMENTS OF
PRODULTION,; AND THE MEN
WHD PRODUCE THINGS

WITH THEM,

ARE WHAT MARX CRLLS. ..




(-gu.ﬂr NOTHING IS PEODUCED IN |SOLATION, HUMAN LABOUR ALWAYS HAS
A SOC\AL CHARACTER. SOCIETYWAS FORMED BY MEN AS A HELP, ASA
PROTECTION AGAAINST WILD AN MALS, To &GET BETTER RESULTS FROM Wogy(

(oW to pull e wett over
OWY eyes...)

ExAcTyy.

BECAUSE THIS IF WHAT EVEXNTUALLY
HAPPENED. THE OWNERS J0INED FORCES
To SQUEEZE PRODUCTIVITY QUT OF THE
NON-OWNERS [1.E. THOSE WHD HAD

NOTHING BUT THEIR |ABOVR-POWER...)

(AND THAT'S HOW, AS WE'VE SEEN, THE
LEVELS OF SoCIAL CLASS ARCSE ; AND How
THE PRECISE (INDS OE RELATIONS
BETWEEHN THEM WEEE SET UP.

ONE EXPLDITERS,

THE OTHER EXPLOITED...)

2

\

THESE REWRTIONS,

WHICH PEOPLE ESTABLISH
(LIKE EM OR NOT) DARING
THE PROCESS OF PROPULTION,
MARX CRLLS

L e momons

DF prod.uc‘l'ion

. k

f T

THE COMBINATION OF "PRODVCTIVE FORCES" (0R UNITS OF PRODUCTION)
AND THE RELATIONS OF PRODUCTION | MARX DEFINES BY THE CONCEPT OF

MODE
0K
RRODUCKION

Inaged, Marx sowys —
tstory becomes e
history of e modes
of production ...

HISTORY ISN'T JUST THE LIFE AND ADVENTURES OF NOBLES, KINGS,
PRIESTS AND SUCH, BYT |'T REVERLS THE SUCLESSIVE STAGES OF THE.
DIFFERENT MOPES OF PRODUCTION BY WHICH MANKIND GAINED POWER
OVER NATURE.
MPRX DISTINGUISHES S SYSTEMS OR MODES THUS!:

PRIMITIVE CommMUNITY

SLAVE STATE

FEUDAL STATE

CAPITAUST SYSTEM

SocIAuST Sr:x:ug-ry

127




PRIMITHE

COMMUNITY .- ... AND THE SLAVE STATE

ARE KNOWN AND CLEAR
TO EVERYONE ...

THE SYSTEM WE'LL Now TRY To ExPLAIN 15. ..

ﬁmﬁjﬁﬂﬂﬁm hoping evenyhody 'l under stand 1t|)

Whods fis Feudolism' Hen?

- - S TR

FEVDALISM COMES FROM THE LATIN WORD, "FeppyM”, THE NAME
GIEN To THE LANDS WHICH THE KING D]'-J'r[)ED up Ammﬁ His NOBLES IN

EXCHANGE FOR THEIR SUPPORT... (A’ 'FEUDUM"= A "FEE")
)23

THOSE Wrl ACTUALLY
LIVED ON THE LAND HAD
SOME CLAIM To THEIR BIT
OF EARTH. BUT THEIR
LABOUR. BELONGED TO
THE FEUDAL OVER-LORD
TD WHOM THE Y PAID
TAXKES AND WHO USED
THEM WHENEVER HE.
WENT To WAR.,..
WHEN | 5AY "KiN&" BY
THE WAY, You CAN JUST
A5 NEL-L READ "POPE’,
BECAUSE THE CHURCH
OF CHRIST WAs ALSD A
FEUPAL SYSTEM UKE
ANY OTHER, [nHD
PROBADLY WORSE. )

WITHIN FEUDALISM, THE SOURL CLASSES SEEN FROM ToP To BOTTOM WERE!

NOBILITY

‘> MERCHANT

o




|

AS TIME WENT ON, THE MERCHANTS AND GUILD

ARTISANS GREW 1N NUMBERS AND POWER.

THEY BE@AN TD SHRUEA OFF THE BURDENSOME

YOKE |IMPOSED ON THEM BY THE NOBLUES AND

CLERGY, THE FIRST INTELECTUALS AWOKE, |

BRIN&INEG NEW IDEAS INTO DRYLIANT,

A NEW CLASS |S BORN, THE J
:

BOURCGEOISIE

I'w realiy f0, wp with poyingtoves 1o Wese Lo-obou-
bisiiops omd kivgs. Long live Liberty,
Domn it-11!

3

et
_—— -
R

I

s

COMMERCE THIS BEeAN

TO CHANGE THE FORM OF
PRODUCTION.

THE BOWR(ESIE NEEDED
BIGGER (AND ‘REE ) MARKETS
TD SHIFT THE AERCHANDISE
PRODULED IN "HEIR
WORKSHoPS, HEIR APPETITE
FOR PROFITS FAN SMACAK
AGRINST THE WMITS OF

THE FEUDAL AOPE OF
PRODUCTION - -

AND THESE RESTRAINTS
PROVOKED A ([ERIES OF
BOuR EDLS

REVOLUTIONS

AGRAINST KINGAND CHURCH,
LERDING To THL BIRTH OF A

NEW "SYSTEM o7 PROPUCTION™

CAPITALIGM::

-19]

CAPITALISM 15 ALREADY IN 1TS VENERABLE OLD AGE, IN PRACTILE
IT sAW THE LaHT OF DAY In FH‘EISJ !-Ti?, IJIT‘H, THE FRENCH RﬂvﬂHﬂiﬂN.“

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION WAS PRIMARILY A
LIBERATION MOVEMENT.
"LIBER ATION' FROM WHAT?
FROM THE POWER OF THE MONARCH AND THE
CLERGY.
FOE WdAT 2
To PEFEND PRNATE PROPERTY AND FREE
ENTERPRISE.
FoR WH0SE BENEFIT?
THE BIURGEOISIE, 1.E. THE RICH WHO WANTED
THE LBERTY T0 MAKXE MDRE MONEY AND THE
UEE-IET!' OF THE SERFS s0 AS TO BUY THEIR
LABOUR FREELY.,

THE FEENCH REVOLUTION WAS AGENERAL CLASS STRUGALE, A \
TougH PITCHED BATTLE [Ny WHICH EVERYONE TDOK SIDES AGAINSTTHE
COMMON ENEMY

THE NOBILITY AND THE CLER®)Y,

Bxcept Me
" rabzﬂf to
ax chmnge
MOSters...

ONCE DEFEATED, THEIR PONER
WENT T0 THE ASCENDING CLASS —
THE BOURE ECISIE.

THE PEASANTRY &o6T SOMETHNG
CUT OF IT: DWHNERSHIP OF
THEIR LANDS. BUT THE
SERF- LABOURERS 0T
NOTHING AT ALL...
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THE BOUREEDIS REVoLATION

[0R THE FRENCH: SAME DIFFERENCE )
WAS FOLLOWED BY ANOTHER
REVOLUTION — THE INDUSTRIAL,
HUMANITY INVENTED MACHINES
WHiLH TOOK THE PLALE, OF
MANWAL CRBETS, THIS
COMPLETELY REVOLUTIONIZED
THE MODE OF PRODULCTION ...

O swrg!
But tese 'effin
Mackines wont
WOk femselvest!

e

THE APPEARANCE DN THE SCENE OF MACHINE - PRODUCED &00PS BRINGS
WITH IT A COWPLE OF NEW SOCIAL CLASSES; (APITALISTS, 1] =4
OWHNERS, OF THE MACHINES, AND WORKERS, OR THE OPERATIES
TIED Tb THESE INFERNAL MACHINES, WITH MACHINERY
COMES A NEwW MODE OF FROPULTION WHICH MARY
CALLS

EARITAIISAA

NOW THE WORKER ISN'T THE
SLAVE OF A FEUDAL Logp.
HE's A'FREE CITIZEN'
(1-e. FREE TO SELL
HIMSELF To THE
"HiGHEsT" Ew:ﬁz...:]
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. ™
JUST AS EVERYONE WAS SETTLING Down . -~
HAPPILY WITH CAPITALISM (AND LIKE HEGEL) A el o
THINKING THRT SOCIETY HAD FINALLY TAKEN

THE RIGHT ROAD, ALON&A COMES MARX
AND SPOILS THE PARTY..,

‘Erg!
Wip e ‘el
invited yon
hippie - ?

MARX'S THEDRY OF CLASS STRUGEGILE —

INEVITABLE. AND RISTORICAL— M%ﬂ ‘g:»////////’%
% d

REALLY HIT CAPITAUSM BELOW
THE BELT. SOONER OR LATER,

/ 2 4
SRYs MARX, CAPITALISMIS apINg ? @ g" @ \ é %
To HAVE TO RETREAT BEFORE A 4 %
NEWER AND FAIRER SYSTEM.:. %WW,,:;’I






