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hai. The foreign powers, although “neut.ral,.”
heavily favored the strongman Yuan Shi-kai,
who could bring peace to the country. The
compromise solution worked out by the
negotiators was that Yuan would be made
president if he could persuade the Manchu
emperor to abdicate.

On December 25 Sun returned to
China and was elected president by represen-
tatives of 17 revolutionary provinces (Decem-
ber 29). Sun agreed to concefle the post to
Yuan if Yuan joined the republican cause. On
January 1, 1912, Sun took the Premdenual
oath and declared the founding of the
Republic of China. Li Yuan-hong was made
vice-president, a cabinet was appointed, and
the provisional government of the Republic
of China came into existence. On January 22
Sun informed Yuan that as soon as Fhe
emperor abdicated and Yuan publicly
declared support for the republic, Sun would
resign in favor of Yuan. Having been con-
vinced by Yuan that the future safety of the
Manchus lay in their voluntary acceptance of

the republic, the emperor abdlcated on Feb-
ruary 12. The abdication edict vested sover-
eignty in the people and gave Yuan Shi-kai
full powers to organize a provisional republi-
can government. Sun resigned on February
14 and, on the following day, Yuan was elect-
ed president unanimously by the representa-
ives of the 17 provinces.

e It was wPi)th surprising ease that the
9,000-year-old Confucian impex'.lal structure
was abolished, but the manner in which the
transfer of power took place did not augur
well for the future of either the revolutionar-
ies or of the constitutionalists.
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CHAPTER 5

THE REPUBLIC THAT NEVER WAS:

1912-1927

THE FAILURE OF THE REVOLUTION

The way the revolutionaries and the consti-
tutionalists had joined hands in the final act
of the revolution, the way the revolution was
carried out, and the way Yuan Shi-kai
ascended to the presidency meant several
things, none of which boded well for the
future of constitutionalism in China.
At the national level Sun Yat-sen’s ideas
of the revolutionary process and the stage-
by-stage organization of the government had
to be abandoned. Sun had envisioned a
three-stage introduction of democracy. The
first stage was to be a military unification of
China, with the military exercising authority
at all levels, from the center to the districts.
After three years of this purely military gov-
ernment, the next stage (lasting six years)
was expected to oversee the introduction of
provisional constitutional government
under military tutelage. At the end of nine
years a full-fledged constitutional govern-
ment was to be established, and the military
government was to cease functioning. This
plan could have been followed only if Sun
Yat-sen and the Revolutionary Alliance had
led the military insurrection and been in
total command of the situation.

The revolution, as it had taken place,
was, however, the combined product of
reformist and revolutionary forces. The
reforms produced social disequilibrium by
creating new values and rising expectations
among the politicized intellectuals and the
new merchant class, which in turn put pres-
sure on an inept leadership to concede even
greater reforms, which were not forthcom-
ing. This fostered a “revolutionary” ambi-
ence. The Revolutionary Alliance, exploiting
the new values and the new nationalism, pro-
vided an alternative to the traditional monar-
chical system (a democratic republic), and by
staging rebellions, added to social dysfunc-
tion. Both forces found common ground in
constitutionalism, and growing anti-Manchu
sentiment weakened the stand of those who

favored a constitutional monarchy.

At the provincial level the provincial
assemblies and local self-government had
brought local leadership to the fore and
bred provincialism; slogans such as “Guang-
dong for the Guangdongese” and “Sichuan
for the Sichuanese” became popular. These
tendencies were strengthened when the
provinces declared themselves independent
of the national government. The height-
ened autonomy of the provinces made it dif-
ficult to reimpose central authority, revolu-
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tionary or otherwise, or to work out a nation-
al consensus.

Yuan Shi-kai and the Constitution

Sun and the revolutionaries had offeredwglrz
presidency to Yuan because they we;‘e aWere
of their military weakness. They also Yere
afraid that an extended operamor(li :2 %he
invite foreign intervention and leathe (e
ar partidoningt Ocﬁ ?c? lenr';ls.u}ilc}tthat Yuan
jonaries also wante 't YU
?vl;ﬁ)lr(; serve the republic, sO before yl.el.c(l)lrrl:gl
power to Yuan, they elx:a‘cteccll :b;;ﬁogfés;i s
titution, which enshrine i
(:r)lr(;S provided for 2 cabinet form of gc{)ve:krlle
ment. The cabinet was t0 be approve gff e
senate (made up of representatives e
provinces, Mongolia, ‘and Tibet) m;l Lo
responsible to the parliament. The :1? st
tion was drawn up in haste because e'bili
lutionaries had not envisioned the pos51rl s 12,:
of having to hand over power to 2 per;gmial&
Yuan, who had dubious pol.mcgl cre noos
When the issue of the constitution was i
ed, it was obvious that there was 1o Iurgter:3 ey
among the revoh o S imsclf vt in
late as December s : |
favor of an Amerigar;type {)drehs:‘%:r;tll:i :gr;nu
ernment, which wou ce
(e):f(ég::)\\lltive power in his hz}nds as proxer:lrslltotr}iz;lt
president. However, once 1t Was apparhe hat
Yuan Shikai, and not Sun, wop!d be1 t ngﬁm_
ident, the framers ofd the prowgic;g:hctc;’pe v
jon hastily shifted to 2 tish-
E‘responsiblz cabinet” systerm. As tl)t t\;l('ln;rcll Iclnelit-
the provisional constitution was 2:; o
ther the American system nor on the B! tsh.
The president, under the .pro;q:ff 02
constitution, was in (cihar.ge (;figfo}(l)tflc& : arm;}
served as commander-n-caies o
avy; and had the authority to app
?nni?xi?te?s’ and diplomat.ic €envoys, deﬂ?ll;i :;Iall; X
negotiate peace, and sign treatcs. gh,

he could take none of these aﬁtionso ::;};%Z;
nate, the pr

the approval of the s¢ _ -

constli)gltion, by giving tl;{e Fﬁ:s;c::rr::i et:lthe

d failed to make

P et ¢ state. Because of con-

real executive head of state- : col

stitutional ambiguity, the prerqﬁ:rhr:%tu ¢ ch'

had to share power with the preside

—

i d
division of power between the president an
the premier was also not clgar-cut.

The framers of the provisional constitu-

tion hoped that these an'omahes W({;l(iobrfz_
sorted out when the parhament, tt(})1 i
vened within ten months, drew up the
constitution. But that was not to be.

i between the
The first 1ssue that arose ‘
revolutionaries and Yuan was the location of
the capital. The Nanjing asserr}bly, 1_<n<)1mr}g
that the strength of the revolutionaries 1ay 1111
the south, voted for Nanjing t0 be the ca}?ltaa,-
but Yuan managed to mamp;la;:e the_i:luof
;
.on and get Beijing declared the cap
ttll(l): reput%lic. This act was packed by ma}rll();
Chinese as well as the foreign powers, W
ir embassies in Beijing. ‘
bad tl’II(‘e}llreesecond issue was that of §har1r}11g
ower with the cabinet. On assuming theé
presidency, Yuan appo'mted Tang %hgo:g
(1860-—1938) premier. Tang, who k{a 1 be "
sent by the China Educatl_onalli Lillss;:):nand
dy in the United Stz.xtes in the :
i:tleryrisen to high official ragkt,hwas th? ‘fél;if
i Yuan an e revo -
negotiator between e both
. He was eminently accep
:;AZS' he was a friend of Yuan an(_i hadd\lvtc})lré
the c’onﬁdence of Sun. He even Jomg be
Revolutionary Alliance to allay any ou
about his loyalty to the republican cause. :
Tang may have owed his aq)pomtme.nd
to Yuan, but once made premier, .Tar_lg tr;reld
to live up to the spirit of the const,ltutlon nd
refused to rubber-sta\mp1 \glanbi txgg?xtr;‘ ‘
ts and policies. The clashes ‘ e
rt?/vi)nci)ntimfed until Yuan proveq by his arbl_
trary actions that he did not consider thel%rle2
mier to wield superior power. II;x]a:g i
i i tion. He
Tang res1gned in frustra ¢ o
ier for less than three months. ¥
grrl?rllxlave blamed Yuan for undergtlsmllfnﬁa:htg
ituti itution 1tse
constituton, but the consututic !
fusion. Yuan
blame for most of the con e did
trol over the cabinet, an n
?t?ecg?rr::m(;er. The premier did not regrelse;;tez;
rO
jori arty, and he had no con i
rtrtll?(t))ﬂctlygg or the local govemmer;)ts.t '{}tll: ;c;%—
i inisters, bu
islature could 1mpeach ministers bt e
.er could not dissolve the legislature.
rcrl(;ﬁli; opérate only by working around the
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system, which had no roots in Chinese social
consciousness or polity.

Since the Revolutionary Alliance mem-
bers of the cabinet resigned along with Tang,
Yuan gained an opportunity to appoint more
pliable premiers and cabinet members. The
legislative assembly, torn between factions
and lacking a unified sense of constitutional

powers, grudgingly approved the appoint-
ments.

enues from the provinces, even if these had
been forthcoming. In April Yuan concluded a
$125 million “Reorganization Loan” from the
five-power banking consortium (Britain,
France, Germany, Russia, and Japan) without
gaining the approval of the parliament. The
loan was secured against China’s salt taxes,
which were henceforth to be administered
under foreign supervision.
The strongman Yuan, preserver of
The hope of the revolutionaries now lay ~ China’s revolution and the Chinese Republic,
in the parliamentary elections that were held had willingly allowed the foreigners to have
in the winter of 1912-1913. The Revolution- greater control over China’s finances. The
ary Alliance and four other political groups news of this autocratic act was met with con-
were reorganized as a political party, the Guo-  sternation by many constitutionalists and rev-
mindang (the Nationalist party), which olutionaries. The Guomindang opposition
emerged as the majority party in the new par-  was further stirred by the findings of the corm-
liament. The organizer of the Nationalist mittee inquiring into Song’s death that the
arty and its de facto leader was Song Jiao-ren  government had a hand in the assassination
(1882-1918), who had carried on a vigorous (published on the same day that Yuan signed
election campaign in which he bitterly the loan). On May 5 the parliament, led by
denounced Yuan's government and its poli- the Guomindang, voted a resolution declar-
cies. Song presumed that he would head the ing the loan agreement illegal.
new, single-party cabinet and bring the con- But Yuan, strengthened by the loan, no
stitution closer to the British model. Yuan, longer had any reason to tolerate Guomin-
fearing a serious confrontation with Song and dang opposition. He severed relations with
the parliament, solved the problem by having the Guomindang, dismissed three Nationalist
Song assassinated (March 20, 1913). Song’s military governors who had opposed the
death marked the end of the democratic loans, and moved his troops south in antici-
experiment. pation of possible trouble. And trouble did
Meanwhile, Yuan had expanded his come when Sun launched his “second revolu-
control over the provinces through the tion” in July and seven provinces (Jiangxi,
appointment of loyal military governors. Inci-  Anhui, Jiangsu, Guangdong, Sichuan, Fujian,
dentally, the idea that the provinces should and Hunan), following the precedent of
be headed by military rather than civil gover- 1911, declared their independence of Bei-
nors came from the revolutionaries. They jing. Badly organized, badly planned, and
wrote this clause into the provisional constitu- lacking popular backing, this revolution col-
tion, no doubt as a concession to Sun’s three- lapsed within two months. Sun and other rev-
staged approach to democracy (the first stage  olutionary leaders fled to Japan or sought
being military unification). sanctuary in the treaty ports. By September
However, Yuan could not exercise auto- Yuan was militarily in control of the whole
cratic power without adequate finances. Hav- country.
ing inherited the empty Qing coffers and the Sun had failed to re-create the revolu-
debts and indemnities of the Manchu govern-  tionary spirit of 1911, proving that in 1911 it
ment, he lacked funds. He knew that he was the anti-Manchu sentiment and not the
could not obtain them from the provinces, ideology of revolution that had united the
which had become more autonomous and students, gentry, merchants, and the military.
were diverting most of the provincial monies In 1913 most social elements that had revolt-
to local use. Besides, the needs of the state ed against the Manchus no longer felt psy-
were far greater than could be fulfilled by rev-  chologically compelled to take up arms again.
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i itain’s interest in Tibet and Rus-
of state, appointed by ~ recognize Britain’s inter
replaced by a secretary ,

sia’s in Outer Mongolia. Afraid that the eco-
nomic independence and political autonomy
of Outer Mongolia would be destroyed by the
influx of Han Chinese, as had happened in
Inner Mongolia, the Living Buddha at Urga
(a Tibetan by birth), backed by Moscow,
declared Outer Mongolia independent on
December 28, 1911. The Russians, not want-
ing to arouse Japanese fears or draw the

attention of other powers to this area, worked

out a formula with Yuan whereby Outer Mon-

golia was recognized as “autonomous” under

China’s “suzerainty.” Outer Mongolia in fact
became a Russian protectorate.

The British government in India, afraid
of the expansion of Russian influence in
Tibet, began to view Tibet as an area of legiti-
mate British interest and a possible buffer
state between British India and Russian Cen-
tral Asia. In 1904 the British sent an armed
expedition to Lhasa, the “forbidden city,”
and signed an Anglo-Tibetan convention that
might have made Tibet a British protectorate
had their anxiety regarding Russia not been
allayed soon thereafter. The Chinese reassert-
ed their authority over Tibet briefly in 1910
but lost it again in 1912. In 1913 the Dalai
Lama, the spiritual and secular head of Tibet,
declared independence. Britain recognized
Tibet’s independence in 1914, and although
China refused to do so, Yuan had no power to

stop Britain from developing direct relations
with Lhasa.

In the nineteenth century, mutual jeal-
ousies among the imperialists had kept any
single power from trying to turn China into a
protectorate or from carving cut a colony in
China proper; when the world entered the
twentieth century, the Western powers no
longer had even a desire to proceed along
those lines. The Japanese, however, viewed
China in a different light and once the West-
ern nations became involved with World War
[(1914-1918), Japan saw it as an opportunity
to expand its influence in China. The Anglo-

Japanese alliance of 1902 did not legally bind
Japan to any action against Germany, and the
war in no way adversely affected Japan’s terri-
torial or other interests in the Pacific or
China. But Japan, paying no heed to the Chi-
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nese proclamation of neutrality, proceeded
to attack the Germans in Qingdao. The Chi-
nese tried to limit the area of Japanese action
by declaring a “war zone,” but Japan con-
temptuously disregarded the attempt. After
the fall of Qingdao (November 1914), Japan
took over the German leased territory in
Shandong as well as all other rights and inter-
ests the Germans had secured in that
province.
When hostilities between the Japanese
and the Germans had ceased with the col-
lapse of German resistance, Yuan informed
the Japanese (January 7, 1915) that China’s
neutrality would once again extend over
Shandong, except for the leased territory.
The Japanese protested that this was an
unfriendly act and on January 18 presented
Yuan with their own demands, the nefarious
Twenty-One Demands. The demands were
divided into five groups: Group I transferred
German rights in Shandong to Japan and
made it exclusively a Japanese sphere of inter-
est. Group II confirmed Japan'’s paramount
position in eastern Inner Mongolia and
South Manchuria; extended leases for a peri-
od of 99 years; gave the Japanese subjects
rights to lease or own land for trade, manu-
facturing, or farming; and ensured that no
third power would be granted any privileges
without Japanese consent. Group III gave
Japan the right to become the joint operator
of the Han-ye-ping Iron and Steel Works in
Hubei and denied China the right to open
mines in the neighborhood of those owned
by the Han-ye-ping Company without Japan-
ese permission. Group IV demanded a prom-
ise from China not to cede or lease any har-
bor, bay, or island along the coast of China to
any third power.

Group V contained the most vicious

demands of all. If accepted, these would have
made China a protectorate of Japan. Under
the Group V demands the Chinese central
government was to employ Japanese advisors
in political, financial, and military affairs;
“numerous Japanese” were to be employed to
administer jointly the police departments of
major cities; Japanese were to administer
Jointly Chinese arsenals and provide the bulk
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tives of the provinces, whose members had January 1916, and Guangxi in March. Realiz-
been handpicked by provincial governors to ing that he could not militarily suppress the
form the so-called National People’s Assem- rebellion and facing a national outpouring of

bly, were polled. They made a unanimous criticism, Yuan restored republican govern-
declaration (November 20): ment on March 22.

But Cai E and Liang demanded that
Reverently representing the pub.IiC opinion of the Yuan resign his post and leave China. Since
nation, we request that the president, Yuan Shih-  imperial restoration threatened provincial
k'ai, be made emperor of the Chinese empire. He autonomy in a way that suppressing parlia-
will have the highest and the most complete ment and Guomindang had not they found
authority and sovereignty over the nation. The backing in provinces that seceded from the
throne will be handed down in his royal family in April and May: G d 7h
from generation to generation through ten thou- CERter mn prii an ay: Luangdong, ?'
sand generations.? jiang, Shaanm, Sichuan, and Hun_an. Yuan’s
top Beiyang generals, Duan Qj-rui and Feng

Guo-zhang, now played a key role in under-

On December 11 the Political Council mining Yuan’s position by joining the banned
petitioned Yuan to ascend the Dragon Guomindang parliamentarians and other
Throne. It is possible that Yuan was not fully leaders of the opposition and demanding
aware of how his loyal henchmen had Yuan’s retirement,
arranged the puppet show, but he was One wonders what would have hap-
pleased to begin preparations to ascend the pened next if Yuan had not died on June 6,
Dragon Throne, which he did by creating five  1916.
ranks of nobility, choosing the reign title of
Hong-xian (Grand Constitutional Era, to

begin on January 1, 1916), and minting coins WARLORD POLITICS AND THE MAKING

bearing his image. OF A NEW CHINA: 1916-1927
These developments did not disturb the

mass of common people, the peasantry, few The revolutionaries had been optimistic that
of whom had any idea what was happenin

gin after the abolition of the Confucian monar-
Beijing. But Yuan and his close advisors had chy, a rapid national integration would take
underestimated the resentment and opposi- place under a democratic, constitutional
tion that had been growing in the gagged, republican government. This optimism was
silent majority of the educated urban classes. totally baseless because China was wholly
Sun, who in exile had established a new revo-

unprepared for representative democracy.
lutionary party, was of course vociferously The ideal of democracy is not easy to achieve
against the monarchical move; Liang Qi-

and requires a foundation that few countries
chao, head of the Progressive party, which  outside Western Europe and North America
had initially supported the president, bitterly have been able to develop. China, with its
attacked Yuan; Japan and the other foreign  authority-dependency orientation, its lack of
powers registered their objections; most iron-  an ideal of rule by law or the concept of indi-
ically, even Yuan’s own generals, who had vidual rights, and its lack of a tradition of
accepted his dissolution of the parliament loyal opposition, had few of the ingredients
and the elimination of political parties, that would have been conducive to the trans-
turned against him. plant of liberal democratic institutions.

The military governor of Yunnan, Cai E, Yuan, the “elected” monarch, tried to
incited by his one-time mentor, Liang Qi- rebuild the Chinese polity by combining the
chao, revolted against Beijing, denounced traditional ingrained attitudes of the masses
Yuan, and declared Yunnan's independence toward monarchy with the modern notion of
on December 25. Guizhou followed suit in  a “social contract” as reflected in the constitu-
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Jafpanelse dT v\nyr;tgyh(t)(i,lned the sense of urgency  ment of continuity in
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ic intelli ked use of military force to
h o d patriotic intelli- ed story ‘O'f the nal : force to
among the nat}OnahStgva:o}ur:jaon to China’s gain political power was the Contcllnuz main-
flo e naneRt tenance of a constitutional facade. p1 2
- ment, however tattered, was used to egh -
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esented warlord chques. 'at, one,
;zlzlrpower. Even more surprisingly, the1 pug
pet” parliaments often proved themselves
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Zhang Xun, the “pigtailed” general.(because
he angd his troops had retained 1:he)u ql?.el;:ers
i the Manchus) to inter-
as a sign of loyalty to | 1) o Inee
. Zhang was a Beiyang gene -
‘t::x("iye govert%or of Anhui but had not pro
imed his independence. '
ClalmeZhang, however, had some plans Oéd}ﬁ
own. After he got Li to suspend the rrllg | hee
some National Assembly (June 12, 1917),

parallel developments.

Warlord Politics

Yuan Shi-kai was succeec}ed by Li Yu?-hsnﬁi
who had been vice-presx'der}t under l;u::l t o
revived the 1912 consuyutmn, recabie the
members of the old Natlona} Assembly, anc
reconstituted the cabinet V\tlth Dua}? Elgé el
(1865-1936) as premier. If 1.t was Li tsh esire
to return the country to the sxtuaqu 211 had
existed in 1913, on the eve of the disso l;ded
of the National Assembly, he succe
doubt.

beyonSI:JVIZver, like Yuan, Li was soon at foctl}cllz
with his premier, and the members o

: 1d Guo- _ f his troops
National Assembly, represergzligg t;lzr(t)y, were moved into Beijing at tl‘;l:nhec)at'd 31 o Manchu
mindzlmgd.a{l(;l éhgvfrr ogzr:ry possible issue. to effect the restora
sharply divide

— EEEE ————— |

The Republic That Never Was: 1912-1927 113

dynasty (July 1). The imperial edict proclaim- ignored in a broad overview of the warlord
ing the return of Emperor Puyi (b. 1906; decade.,

reigned 1908-1911; after abdication he was
allowed to stay on in the Forbidden City) was
drafted by the one-time hero of the
reformists, Kang You-wei. But the country
that had just denied Yuan the throne was in
no mood to accept the return of the
Manchus. The Beiyang generals retracted
their declarations of independence and pre-
pared to attack Beijing. Duan headed the
antirestoration army.

Li, who had taken refuge in the Japan-
ese legation, reappointed Duan as premier.
On July 14 Duan entered Beijing as the savior
of the republic. There was very little fighting,
Zhang Xun retired from politics, and the
young emperor disappeared from view with-
out any further fuss. Duan consolidated his
position by forcing Li Yuan-hong to retire in
favor of the vice-president, the Beiyang Gen-
eral Feng Guo-zhang.

Once again the southwestern provinces
expressed opposition, and Guangdong,
Guangxi, and Yunnan declared thejr inde-
pendence. Sun Yatsen, now back in Shang-
hai, launched a Constitution Protection
Movement, and joined by the minister of navy
(who had resigned in protest and taken the
navy with him), sailed south to establish a
rival military government in Guangzhou
(August 1917). Interestingly, Sun took on the
military rank of generalissimo. The Guomin-
dang-dominated parliament also moved to
Guangzhou.

From 1917 to 1927 two governments
were vying for national recognition—one in
the south at Guangzhou, the other in the
north at Beijing. Neither of them had Jjuris-
diction over extensive territories, nor did they
control national organizations or exercise
national authority. And both were challenged

The warlords came from diverse back-
grounds. Some were illiterate, some highly
educated, some traditional, some Western-
ized, some rose from the ranks, some had
seen service as high officials in the Imperial
Army, some came from impoverished families
(a few had been bandits), and some were
from well-established and affluent families,

Some warlords were interested in devel-
oping and modernizing their areas, but most
had little consideration for public welfare
and exploited the countryside to the maxi-
mum for finances and recruits for their ever-
growing armies. A warlord would issue paper
money, which often lost even the limited
value it had to begin with when another war-
lord took over the territory. The parasitic
armies increased from 500,000 in 1914 to
900,000 in 1920 to 1.5 million in 1925,

As far as national finances are con-
cerned, the provinces stopped contributing
to the central exchequer after 1919. Beijing
depended on the surplus funds released to
the central government from the salt and
maritime customs revenues after the foreign
debts had been serviced. In 1919 these
receipts amounted to $7 million, and the
expenditures to $10 million. The deficit was
made up by borrowing from native banks. As
expenditures increased, militarists like Duan

i-Tui took secret and open loans from for-
eign powers, pledging whatever remained
unpledged. In 1922 China defaulted on its
foreign loans for the first time, and in 1923 it
was calculated that government expenditure
was 17 times its income. Chaotic politics and
national bankruptcy went hand in hand.
Warlord politics during the decade
1917-1927 is so tangled and confusing that it

is impossible to delineate it in a brief
by several regional rival warlord governments  overview. We will first look at the affairs in the

that periodically replaced them. There were north, centered around Beijing which was

many scores of major and minor warlords, considered to be the capital of republican
whose activities would be fundamental to China.

understanding the history of the autonomous
Or semiautonomous provinces. They, howev-
€r, remained marginal to the politics of Bei-
Jing and Guangzhou and so have to be

The North. As a broad generalization it can
be said that in the north, the Beiyang com-
manders split into two warring cliques, both
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autumn 1924, after Zhili had declared war
against Zhang, Wu marched his troops north-
east to invade Manchuria through the Shan- to start any military action, turned against
haiguan pass, where the Great Wall meets the Sun, forcing him to retire once again to
ocean. Parallel to this move, Wu ordered the ~Shanghai (August 1922).

Christian general Feng Yu-xiang to move to In 1923 Sun, having accepted the Soviet
the western passes so that Zhang could not offer of arms and financial aid, at last man-
make an encircling movement and attack Wu  aged to consolidate his hold over the military
from behind. Instead of following Wu’s

government at Guangzhou. Rather naively,
orders, Feng double-crossed him. Feng Sun still hoped that China’s affairs could be

turned back from the Great Wall, seized Bei- settled constitutionally, and therefore he

jing, imprisoned Cao Kun, and ordered the entered into talks with the enemies of Cao
arrest of the members of parliament.

Kun because Cao had “usurped” the presi-

The affairs of China were further com- dency. When the anti-Cao generals took
plicated by the support the major warlords power, Sun decided to go to Beijing to discuss
received from foreign powers. Zhang was the formation of a national government on
aided by the Japanese, who wanted to build lines satisfactory to his vision of a unified
up their position in Manchuria; Wu was sup-  China (December 31, 1924). He died in Bei-
ported by the British, who had interestsin the  jing in March 1925, without having achieved
Yangtze valley; Feng was given some aid by any results. Backed by Zhang Zuo-lin, the old

the Soviet Union, which was also now backing fox Duan Qi-rui had been installed Chief
Sun Yat-sen in the south.

himself in Guangdong. So Chen, while assur-
ing the Zhili clique that he had no intention

Executive (the office of presidency was
dropped) without regard to any constitution.
The South. The situation in the south was no
different from that in the north. As men- The End of the Warlord Era. In 1926, in the
tioned earlier, in 1917 Generalissimo Sun Yat- face of the growing threat from Sun’s recon-
sen tried to establish himself at the head of a  stituted and newly armed Nationalist party
republican government in Guangzhou. But (Guomindang), which under its new military
without an army of his own, Sun’s authority leader, Chiang Kai-shek (Jiang Jie-shi), had
depended on the goodwill of the Guangdong launched its northern expedition to unify
and Guangxi warlords. In 1918 the unsympa- China militarily, Zhang reunited with the
thetic Guangxi clique came to dominate forces of Wu Pei-fu. Feng was ousted from
Guangzhou, abolished the “generalissimo- Beijing, and there was no further use for
ship,” and forced Sun to retire to Shanghai. Duan, who once again retired from active
Sun used his time to ponder the nature of politics. However, Zhang and Wu failed to
politics and write a book expounding his agree on the formation of a civil government,
political ideas. and for a year no president was appointed. In
In October 1920 Chen Jiong-ming, the 1927 Zhang assumed control as military dicta-
Guangdong warlord, a member of the Guo- tor but in the following year was compelled to
mindang and a follower of Sun, expelled the retreat to Manchuria when the Nationalist
Guangxi militarists and invited Sun to return  forces swept north and brought China proper
as head of the new military government. In  under their domination. By the end of 1928
May 1921 Sun, having got himself elected the Nationalist government had occupied
president by the southern rump parliament, Beijing, established its capital at Nanjing, and
declared his intention to launch a northern gained the recognition of foreign powers.
expedition to unify China. But Chen had no Ultimately, the south won over the
desire to involve his armies in a war with the north, but it was a totally new combination of
powerful northern warlords. Besides, he forces that succeeded in the military unifica-
favored the much-touted federal system that  tion of China. In 1928-1924 Sun Yat-sen,
would give him an opportunity to entrench helped by the Soviet Union, reorganized the
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Nationalist party along lines of the R\l:351211n
Communist party, added.a Bolshevi -s(riyte
party army to the organization, ar{d agreé o]
cooperate with the newly .estabhshed oin:
munist party of China (which was also, na 1)1
rally, being helped by the‘Sov1et Umor'l .
After Sun’s death, it was this new Guomlg-
dang that fulfilled Sun’slggal and brought
he Nationalist revolution.
aboutStince developments from this stage on
were intricately connected_wuh the we?.ken;
ing of traditional social attitudes, the rise of
Chinese nationalism, the emergence o
socialism and leftist ideas, it 1s necessary t;)
shift attention to the larger social and intel-
lectual scene.

NEW CULTURE, NATIONALISM,
AND NEW POL'ITICAL IDEALS

Surprising as it may seem, pqliueal tur(rjnog
connected with the warlqrds did not produc i
a corresponding chaos 1n.th‘e modern ec.o1
nomic sector of China or in its urban socia
life. Warlordism unquestionably had a nlc_egt;a.-
tive impact on rural China, and it made dlt e
contribution to the progress of the mo erlg
industrial sector of the economy, but it cou :
not thwart the trend toward the growth o
urbanization, particularly the growth of trdeatty
ports. Trade and industries continue d to
expand, schools and colleges continue i
grow in numbers, and magazines and newsp
pers proliferated.

Trade and Industry

i tin the
China’s foreign trade rose 350 percen
first three decades of the twentieth century.

But what is even more important, the nature

i uments, which reflected tht? t'rend
ltrc:\s;;rd industrialization and n}odermzauor:i.
Similarly, changes in the export trade
showed that China was in the mtermedlgry
stage between a traditional economy ar(lj hg
modern one. The traditional items of 1—1-
nese export, produced by traditional meth-
ods, had lost out to countries that had begu}rll
to produce these items by using modern c;ecd;
niques and paying careful regard to stan ﬁr :
and standardization. The export of tea, V\; 1}(;
had represented nearly '50 percent 05 the
export trade in 1880, declined to about 1Per—
cent in the 1920s. Silk also suffered a dec 1:1};3,
although relatively less than that of tea. In the
1920s China was exporting goo.ds su_ch as sthJya
beans, bean cakes, vegetable oils, pig bristles,
hides, and skins—products of cheap labor.
Modern industry also made cons1d.er-
able advances. By 1914 China was extra.cli.mg
nearly 13 million tons of coal and 0.5 million
tons of iron ore, and it had modern r_mlls pro-
ducing iron, textiles, cotton yarn,'agareltteii
electric power, and cement. Despite war. gr
disruptions, the average annual rate of 1;1 us:
trial growth from 1912 to 1929 was 13. d}:);::i
cent. Although the foreign capitalists had le
the way in industrial development, native ca{)d-
italists gradually increased their role. Wor ;
War I gave the Chinese capxta!lsts an excel-
lent opportunity to expgnd their enterprises;
the Western powers, diverted by the war in
Europe, had not only loosc;ned their grip 11(11
China but also needed to import processe
goods, which their own factories were no
longer in a position to Pro@uce. B((elt\;free£
1914 and 1918 Chinese mills increased 1ro !
75 to over 110, the most not§wqrthy expa}t;
sion taking place in the.texule'mdustry. Z
1933, 67 percent of the 1ndus-mal gross ou
put value was produced in Chinese factories,

d significantly. The : e
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inst China, was phased force. 20 22 2 wwhole,
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out by 1907 ,d Iso stopped producing however, the industria le. handicraft
tha\_t the C.hgl.eset}ﬁi 2;3r?tr}%) China now my was minuscule. Fcérfexaélgp z;cent of the
(i)f?cll‘”ler:ﬁrgllty %lglported commodifies Hke #O plr Ogluc(t:z:ung?rlltewlgr Hovrs;ever, the few
. er, tele- cloth ¢ . ianiin,
Cc})ltton’ I%aicgzrlgi;};hl(sir}?;ﬁgs ’alr)lgpscientiﬁc centers (such as Shanghai, Wuhan, Tianji
phone an ’
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Qingdao, Guangzhou, and Mukden) in
which industries were established became
the nuclei of future industrial growth and
the training ground for the new class of
industrial workers.
By 1921, when China had about a mil-

lion industrial workers, Western-style perma-
nent labor organizations had already come
into existence. The establishment, in that
year, of the Communist Party of China and
the concurrent reorganization of the Nation-
alist Party on Communist Russian lines politi-
cized labor unions and encouraged their

expansion. Strikes for economic gains and

political strikes became common. One news-

paper calculated that in the last quarter of
1922 there were 41 strikes. Approximately 71
percent of these were for increases in wages,

12 percent opposed the supervisors, 12 per-
cent were sympathetic, and 5 percent were
for the right to organize unions.

However, in the absence of effective
labor regulations, strikes could not make a
significant change in the overall labor condi-
tions, which remained poor for a long time.
Low wages, unhygienic living and working
quarters, long work hours—even for women
and children—and contract labor provided
by unethical and criminal organizations were
the rule rather than the exception.

Intellectual Life

was reignited in 1915, the year of the Twenty-
one Demands and Yuan’s monarchical move-
ment. It is no coincidence that in 1915 Chen
Du-xiu (1879-1942) founded the magazine
New Youth, which began an all-out attack on
Chinese tradition and soon became the most
influential magazine in China.
The May Fourth Era, as the period
1915-1923 came to be known, brought to a
logical conclusion the intellectual trends that
had begun, three-quarters of a century earlier
with Lin Ze-xu’s and Xu Ji-yu’s recommenda-
tions for change that would strengthen
China. As the imperialist threat to China’s
sovereignty and integrity increased and the
Qing dynasty failed to meet the challenge,
Chinese intellectuals’ perceptions of the
national problems changed. By the end of
the nineteenth century the realization had
dawned that it was not the traditional Confu-
cian culture and its adjunct, the traditional
political system, that needed saving but the
entity called “the Chinese state.” The Western
concept of a nation-state was new, but once
Western learning brought it home, national-
ism made its first appearance and intellectu-
als began to seek the sources of national
power, even if it implied a rejection of tradi-
tion.

Liang Qi-chao and Kang You-wei, still
closely tied to tradition, had tried to change
the nature of Confucianism to make Western
learning acceptable. The post-1900 genera-
tion of Chinese intellectuals, products of the
new school system and foreign education, far
more nationalistic and anti-imperialist than
Kang and Liang and far less bound to tradi-
tion, felt that only Westernization and the dis-
carding of tradition could save China. By
1921 there were 10 university-level institu-
tions of higher learning, 41 provincial colle-

giate schools, 189 provincial normal schools,
before the Qing dynasty had fallen, and a and thousands of Jjunior and elementary

debate on what ingredients should g0 into  schools, all geared to Western learning in one
the making of “new culture” had been carried form or another. By 1930 there were about
on by the Chinese students studying in Japan. 130,000 schools, ranging from the primary to
After 1911 most revolutionaries became the university level, with an enrollment of
involved with the affairs of the state, and  approximately 4.25 million students. The two
there was a short pause in the debate, which most prestigious universities were Beijing

The failure of the 1911 revolution, the two
attempts to revive the monarchy, and the
drift of China into warlordism led many revo-
lutionary intellectuals to turn their backs on
politics in disgust and frustration. It was clear
that paper drafts of constitutions were unlike-
ly'to change the nature of politics. Only a rev-
olutionized society could do that,

The need to forge a new society had
been recognized by Liang Qi-chao even
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National University and Qing Hua University,
. ing.
ot l';‘lhlzeglllegstion this generation faced was
not how to introduce Western ideologies but
what Western ideology woulq be most sugt—
able for the country. Most thinkers wi:‘{ef in
favor of a parliamentary democracy. » ew
had dabbled with bomb—thyowmg anarc d1sm
before 1911, and anarch1§m continue to-
attract youthful minds, but in the largerS Fone
text, this ideology had fevx{ follow_ers. inc
China was not an advanced industrial country
and, therefore, lacked the Presumed‘preﬁe(g
uisite for a Marxian revoluuox}, Marms.ml' a
attracted little interest. A strain of socia 1srr,1,
however, was visible in both Liang Ql-Cth S
writings and the ideology professed byd. clllilt
Yat-sen. It was neither well de_ﬁnegl nor 1b ‘
form the main plank of their thinking, ut
Sun and Liang, althm:ig_g th;thwtzremzlc:e
“ d’ socialists . . . did m ‘
so%:ci):lism ‘good’ for Ct}ina. They plgnfecr;:i
in giving it respectability, a:nd _the Y‘lta con.
nection with the themes gf dn,;asnona ism
¢ cy’ which it needed.
dem%C;:liZmemary democracy, howevelr,
remained the main goal of most intellectuals.

The failure of the republic did not turn thgrnt
against representative government, : 1115-
instead it led them to probe the.d?eper ‘1: e
es of that failure. Chen Du-xiu’s a:lla ﬁ;u;
expressed in his forceful articles in the vew
Youth magazine, was thatf%%rilf:;?;agos‘:)bles
at the heart o

:gglgleatlgle absence of a tr.adi'tion of dem:kcé
racy and science had madg it difficult to m ke
the republic work. Confucian culture wa:V 11)1 o
disposed to despotism,_demandmg se iy
and abjuring individugl. mdependenc:. s
narrowly elitist, exploiting the many to

In 1917 Chen Du-xiu, now recognized
as the champion of China’s new culftu}x;e
movement, was invited to serve as degm oHt e
College of Letters in Beijing University. eref
he and his magazine became the centers o
the intellectual ferment that n}ade Beijing
University the vanguard educangmal mstmi\-
tion in China. One of the young mtellectu}aI s
who contributed articles to N@ You'th was Hu
Shi(1891-1962; Hu Shi recglved his doctor-
ate from Columbia University and was l.z.x‘ter
appointed professor of phll'osophy at %egmrgs
University). In 1917, Hu Shi was only 26 yea :
old when he published .the first of a SCI’lCé 1(3_
articles that were to radlgally change theth 1e
nese literary and educational scene. In thes i
articles Hu Shi made the re\tolutlor'lary ;l)ro-
posal that the hallowed class1c.al written an_
guage (wen-yan) be replaced with the vernt:;llce

ular (bai-hua) because wen-yan was o
Janguage of Confucian high culture, w;s i
cult to master, and had resulted in sc 1o a 5;
elitism. Besides, wen-yan, however e egarit
and sophisticated, was a dead language.
could not be spoken and §erved only as a
medium of written expression. By adopting
bai-hua, the written and spoken langut';)iges
could be made to conform and the_ proiferg
of education and mass lit_eracy bf; simpl dle ;
bai-hua would thus help in bringing mo er:-
ideas to larger numbers. Hu Shi also prw
posed that bai-hua be used to create :E ne ‘
popular literature based on Western orma
(short stories, plays, novels, and p<?lfetryz:h—e
literature that would deal with the.l efotr he
common people and expose the e\fﬂs o 2;1 o
tional ways. Hu Shi advised th_e wrlteas to a
card cliches and classical allusions an: 1t_o s All)l
imitating classical writing and artificia 1ty.a A
writing, he said, should have meaning

i i - stance.
the few. Inherently conservative and isola- sub:

tionist, it put hurdles in the path'of protglf)(:)sli,
cosmopolitanism, and the scientific ou ‘ it.
This “old and rotten” culture, as Chen pu t};
had to be destroyed in toto, so that y;n;he
could be liberated from the bondage od the
tyrannical Confucian family system an e
energies of the nation released for creatr

growth and development.

Ironically, the debate on the literary re;f—
olution was carried on in wen-yan! It vs;tls (})11:: g
from 1918 that New )"outh was _puh 1ts ed
entrely in bai-hua, anc} it was also ’mft a ifl ol
that the magazine carrlec‘i Lu Xun’s ut:st ?\/[ )
story written in bai-hua, ‘The Diary of a e
man.” The story attacked Confuglanlnlfo il
for being hypocritical and for using lolty
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timents and ideas to camouflage a “man-eat-
man” society, which it in fact fostered. The
story was an immediate success.

The literary revolution, like the move-
ment for new culture, was a conscious
attempt by intellectuals to serve a national
cause. Indeed, writers who wrote the most
beautiful wen-yan found it difficult to han-
dle the so-called bai-hua, the language of THE MAY FOURTH INCIDENT: 1919
the common man, ricksha-pullers and ped-
dlers, which differed from region to region;
ultimately Beijing spoken language and Bei-

jing dialect became the basis of the national
language.

youthful minds in debunking Confucianism,
but they could not readily fill the void being
created in cultural values. Democracy and sci-
ence, held up as substitutes for the national

heritage, remained rhetorical expressions,
not easy to realize.

China had entered the war against Germany
in 1917, but it could not take over German
interests in Shandong because Japanese

actions there had already precluded that pos-
The need for literature to bear a heavy sibility. China, however, hoped that the
social responsibility is represented dramati- Allies, particularly the United States, would
cally in the life of Lu Xun ( 1881-1936), con- help in getting the Japanese to vacate Shan-
sidered by many to be China’s greatest mod-  dong. These hopes were shattered when it
ern writer. Lu Xun went to Japan in 1902 to  was revealed at the Versailles peace negotia-
study medicine. “I dreamed a beautiful tions that England, France, and Italy had
dream,” he writes, “that on my return to signed secret treaties agreeing to Japan’s
China I would cure patients . . . who had claims to Shandong. Even America had rec-
been wrongly treated. If a war broke out I ognized that japan had special interests in
would serve as an army doctor. At the same China. The news stunned China.
time I would strengthen my countrymen'’s Students in Beijing, whe had planned to
faith in reform.” He worked hard in medical demonstrate on May 7 (National Humiliation
school, until one day, during the Russo- Day) in 1919, advanced the date to May 4 to
Japanese War in 1905, the teacher showed combine their protest against Japan with that
lantern slides in which a Chinese, allegedly against the injustice of the Versailles decision,
working as a spy for the Russians, was execut-

Three thousand students marched through
ed by the Japanese. Lu Xun felt humiliated by  Beijing, shouting slogans and carrying ban-
the manner in which the Japanese students ners, some with inscriptions written in blood,

cheered the incident, but what shocked him  that denounced the Twenty-one Demands,
even more was that the film showed a crowd international Jjustice, and Duan Qj-rui’s war-
of Chinese standing around apathetically lord government. Some students went to the
watching the beheading. “Because of this film house of the cabinet minister known to have
[ felt that medical science was not so impor-  been working for the Japanese and set fire to
tant after all. The people of a weak and back- it. Under pressure from the Japanese, the
ward country, however strong and healthy government tried to suppress the students by
they may be can only serve to be made exam- arresting them, but Beijing rulers had under-
plesof . . . . Itis not necessarily deplorable estimated public sentiment. The arrest of
no matter how many of them die of illness. over 1,000 students filled the jails to capacity
The most important thing, therefore, was to  but failed to halt the movement. Large num-
change their spirit, and since at this time I felt bers of women students, for the first time, sal-

that literature was the best means to this end, lied forth to fill the ranks of the arrested
I determined to promote a literary move- heroes.

ment.™ The call for protest was heard through-
This group of intellectual leaders, bold out the country. Teachers, journalists,

and iconoclastic, found it easy to win over lawyers, doctors, other professionals, mer-

—_—
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i ina, The New Life,

chants, shopkeepers, and labor organizations Chlr}\a;: Tgfugﬁ Man, New China,
in all rr’lajor cities responded with sympath;}t:g The %z; e courth Inckienit shifted ﬂi?

i tions. e
Soiem boycc;'tts’lla‘nda\flee?rllogcl)si?elpressure. intellectual movemen; frtc’:mu%iiléﬁzg ;o nll);)ni-
government finally ginisters were dismissed, tics. In late 1919 New hou pd o ol
Thcei: %QO%?IPagse: eii:llegation did not sign the festo that articulated the nee
and the Chin

ical philosophy:
Versailles Treaty.

The importance of the natlonwide die Although we do not believe in the omnipotence of

turbances and protests that laste(i] for lie\(rlerzg e we recognize that politi;s o ;? itqlrFngtirrllt
. . ‘ L ey aac o : blic life. And we believe that 1 -
months lies not in the impact P epect of publi \nd ve ins geo
: nil) or on war. ine democracy, political rights must be distrib
the treaty powers (which was " uine dem ., s st b sy
it i i d unchange d to all people. Even though the y
lord politics (which continued anged people  hough these may be imi
i ’ ignation) but in being the tations, the criteria for dis
desPlFe Du? o :exi?:::%ual-led)mass nationalism people work or not, ra:the_r than whelt't{Cr t?sez eo;rlr;’
in urban Chir -day general strike  property or not. This kind of politics
o s Jame was remark e in the process of introducing the new
in Shanghai in June was remarkable because inevmg)le n:? ftulei ,ﬂ racess of inroducing the new
. . ;
it showed how students, merchants, ln&uzirel f}rlz ?:;wi ;detyﬁ
ou -
ists, workers, and shopkeepers ¢ '
jlltles ad hoc organizations and colla.bora\'te in
shutting down the biggest industrial city in
the country.

However, as intellectuals turned to poli-
tics, questions of political ideology t;eg:«;.)n tﬁ
’ i i i i ar bee
f: s writer Ba jin recalls in his  split the 1n§elhgenti(1:, ;hx(c}};rll;::iisa% ar been
The a}‘:}o:l novel fia (The Family) how united in its z'maclike D e ek 1o
e v Boar ings affected his vatism. Politicians Jatsen, quick ©
e R o remote Shehn i recognize the emergence of the  class
hometown in remote Sichuar es, particularly the students, a}i a vta uthfﬁr
trioti them to
1919 the May Fourth Movement began. Fier'y, Ratr1ot1c force, bggagotlcl)bvtveoc;) e e May
1[)Ii]t:3r newspaperyarticles awakened in Chueg-hstlﬁ) side. 1'1: Nfam::etnt e doubted (e tor
: i ike hi er broth-  Fourth Move ‘ !
memories of his youth. Like hlS.tWO younger b o . ement led (o e et
. ing dispatches carried in  the Nationa ( atit
ers he avidly read the Peking dispatches ¢ pea i aden s, Lo L the
big strike in Shang aved the way for :
the local press, and news of the in Shang: P for the oundin of the Chi
. une 3, which followed. When Roce Corqmums P eneral
;2;::] riprinted articles from the New Youth and Labor Union (1922), and the reorganiz

Weekly Review magazines, he hl.lrrie;d] to t't(;i rcr)lr;ll}; of the Guomindang (1924).
kstore in town that was selling these j
21(:3 ;ought the latest issue of the first, and two or

i . Their words were like CHINA
threli lssilitei;gfotgeas:;r?flll:gratign in the brothers’ THE SOVIET UNION AND
sparks

h approach and the . Heli that the
he: m{ A}{fa‘::dd?z lt)}rl:ttfxreerz fofr?d themselves in  To those Chinese who had believed
ardent p )

iter’ i ’ bring morality to inter-
complete agreement with the writer's sentiments. ﬁgigﬁ;ﬂi‘iﬁ g;’lc:;llc(l) b };ge nora enunda.ted
in President Wilson’s Fourteen Poxirl\t(s1
(among which were evacuation of o?fcgpe)ter-
territory and the right of national se -t i
mination), the Ver§ai11es Treaty was nc; ‘ anz
disappointing but it also brought ang

This intellectual and nationalistic fe{r-
ment led to a rapid expansion <‘)‘f the piess in
China and with it the spre?.d of “new cu 'tux;(;,l.e
Hundreds of new periodicals, written in N
vernacular, introduced every kind of Wester

ldea tor ea(lel S llull Y y f()l new iaeas. I lle I evulsloll a aimnst tlle 1MImor ahty Of the UV est.
d S g
populaI use Of tlle tegllrl new m tlle tltles Df Irl tlle W OIdS Of Ll Da lea'o (1889 192 ‘ )’ P1 O

many of these magazines reflects the pa.sml(?né
ate desire of the educated classes to revitailz

fessor of history and head of the libraryb?;
Beijing University and an important contrl
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tor to New Youth, “When the war ended, we

revolt in colonial and semicolonial countries
had dreams about the victory of humanism

could hasten the downfall of capitalism in
and peace . . . . When we look . . . at the advanced industrial countries and further
Paris Peace Conference . . . where have the world revolution—was attractive to political
freedom and rights of the small and weak activists in China. According to Lenin, this
peoples not been sacrificed to a few robber anti-imperialist revolution in the colonial and
states?”” Even Liang Qi-chao, for so long an  semicolonial countries need not be based on
ardent advocate of Westernization, revised the industrial proletariat and could have a
his admiration of the West and declared that national-bourgeois character. With the col-
a blind worship of science had made the West lapse of imperialism and thereby of capital-
spiritually bankrupt. He recommended that ism, the colonial and semicolonial countries
China, while accepting science and technolo- could move on to the socialist stage, bypass-
gy, should not give up its traditional moral ing the capitalist stage.
idealism. Russian experience had shown that
At this critical juncture the 1917 Octo-  instead of depending on the spontaneous
ber Revolution that established the Commu- uprising of the working classes, the revolu-
nist government in Russia offered an alterna- tion could be led by a politically active intelli-
tive solution to China’s problems. Although  gentsia, who would head a Communist party,
the fledgling communist state, internally the vanguard of the revolution. By embracing
unstable and externally hemmed in by antag- Marxism, the Chinese would find themselves
onistic capitalist powers, would take time to a part of the historical progression that would
have an impact on the politics of the modern place them ahead of the capitalist West. Yet
world, the Soviet Union from its very incep- all these ideas took some time to develop
tion became a symbol of hope for many revo-  because not many Chinese intellectuals were
lutionary groups in colonial countries. And immediately touched by the events in Russia.
from its very inception the Soviet Union took Among the first to respond enthusiasti-
upon itself the role of leading world revolu- cally to the Bolshevik Revolution was Li Da-
tionary movements. The Soviet Union zhao, who published an article in New Youth
worked through the Communist Internation- in October 1918 entitled “The Victory of Bol-
al (popularly known as the Comintern), shevism.” He hailed the Russian Revolution
which became an organ for the exercise of and said, “Henceforth all national bound-
Soviet foreign policy by means other than aries, all differences of classes, all barriers to
conventional state-to-state relations. freedom will be swept away . . . . [Bolshe-
The Establishment of the Chinese vism] expresses the e B sentiments of
Communist Party twentieth century mankind.” Li ha'd accept-
ed the messianic claims of the Marxist revolu-
tion without knowing much about Marxism.

However, he soon established a circle of stu-
efficacious in an industrially backward coun- dents to study and discuss the ideology. A

try (like China) but that Marxism also offered young intellectual from Hunan, Mao Ze-dong
a satisfactory explanation for China’s ills. (1893-1976), was part of this group. In May
China was backward not because of its culture 1919, before the anti-imperialist frenzy of the
but because foreign imperialists and feudal May Fourth Incident had not yet died down,

warlords were collaborating to keep it poor Li edited an issue of New Youth entirely devot-
and weak. Culture would change with the ed to Marxism.

change in the ruling class. China did not have In July, against the background of the
to reject its past but put it in the context of Chinese demonstrations attacking the West,
universal historical change. Lenin’s thesis— Moscow elaborated on the Soviet Union’s
that imperialism was the highest stage of cap-  repudiation, first made in 1918, of imperialist
italism and that anti-imperialistic nationalist rights gained in China by czarist Russia. The

The success of the Communist revolution in
Russia proved not only that Marxism could be
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when science was made 5o ml”xch of,'the c??ﬁgt
munist creed was “scient.iﬁc.' It clautile that
it provided a rational, scientific, exp z.mlaand
of world history that Pl_aced' COI'ontl}?: nd
semicolonial countries like China in the 'Cded
text of universal progression. .Th'ls provi <
the frustrated Chinese an optimistic View

Soviet Union announced that it woultcll1 vc:hrl?i:
tarily and unilaterally withdraw from the ethe
tories acquired by the czars; renounce N
Boxer indemnities; and return, w1tk§out cond
pensation, the Chinese Eastern Rallwalyf ah
other concessions. Althngh ultimate }fl :hz
Soviet Union did not give up many o e fatne, e
wileges gained under the upequal TS It was also far easier for the Chines
i s t nacurally had 2 powertd ith a tradition of a totalistic
e Sovier ipact dical Chinese intellectuals, with a e o
pro-Sovier Jmpact on the = Confucian ideology, to repdace1 uctan
. » . . . 0 -
T ith the secret help of the ism with the nevcv to;algg::i; nfocogny;munism
X . u ’ .
_Ir: 11? io’er‘x?z}regory Voitinsky, Commu- munlsrn.dlf:lﬂ:i(:l 1 eoﬁniversal o octrine
Comintern ag tablished in Beijing, Shang- presented as % e aver the divid-
nist cells were (CS der Mao Ze-dong), and that emphasized th gg O O i role (6
ek Chean Do, i est by ual while sanctionin ershi )
bei -Xi after his arrest by \ i e
the mathorit o XIc:lr’l;N 2? the leaders of the the 1ntellectual§.};l“?§rtn (r:r?::nist rengle did
Mo authontllf’ls v ment had left Beijing for was }"eplaced w{)\nt O teieetuals,
Pl Fou'rth o ith Voitinsky and was notjar the subcon O e if an aHEMDE
e ver 16 con ism. In 1921 the who were consciousty y inan aemp
e i O;Cr y Cfo 1(1;1111!11;11: (CI;C)* was for- to make a wholesale change
Communist Party o

there values.
tablished by 12 or 13 delegates ( L ] d the CPC
i??ilgbzsteaabout the exact figure), represent-  ppq goyjet Union, Sun Yat-sen an h
ine less than a 100 members, who met secret- have seen, Sun Yatsen’s political for-
g e i elected secretary As we  oint in 1922, when he was
ly in Shanghai. Chen was tune was at a low point 1Ir: - s the warlord
genera} o tkfu3 Ix)nartt}yl'ese small beginnings the expelle(.i fromircl‘uaréiz f:rlf S}llm, who had
Since rc1> to bring about a Commu- Chen Jiong-ming. dic correspondence with
party ultimately wias tion is worth asking, ~maintained a spora f the Russian agents
nist revoluthn, the quei like Chen Du-xiu Moscow and met S9me ok t aloof from the
How could m(;ellecu&zesplly committed to in China, ha?1 basxiaell}; usec? o bis fear of
who appeared sO < authoritarian Soviets, perhaps : r
g : 3 Guangzhou o
democracy turn so quickly to an hat British intervention in - -
. lies in the fact tha fident of achieving suc
ideology? The answer ) . because he was con :

: mitted to saving ) ides, even the Soviet
the.se mteueCtualsa‘gereai(t)i?ular political ide- cess on his owr(li.e B;fgl(ilisﬁnite overture to
Clhlna %ii?i; ;:roacyhpwas basically pragmat- U}x:_loﬁx S};idccr)?l?d give serious consideration.
ology. ; r before the whic ) ding of the Chi-
ic. It is worth noting that a yea® = & In 1922-1928 Moscow’s reading :

“ ed with the In 1922-1 i . The Russian
CPC was fouqded thlljg gggg(t)yChristianity nese 51t.uanor.1 chax‘giecllfc‘;tg: Hzfter meeting
€caus A s f in_ eljlng . ﬁed

! iti h purer feelings of s Jusion that Sun personi
creating a citizenry with purer : came to the conclusic ted

- ian experience _ d that a unite
cerzlty-;I So;smh: I;)c:slgfblféu;f‘acticalpguide to the Céllgss:nrg:g;?;isgang o d the CPC
made Marx . 3 intellectuals front betwe . ) ina and
Chinese reYOIungnf,othdcilr;ex?)ién;:)peealing could lead to the reunification of China
turned to it an

ting of the imperialists. .
than the liberal democratic model. In an age the 01\12]}1l ei e tned by Joffe in L099,

Sun, who by this time had lost faith in his war-

i i f getting any
; : Party (CCP) friends and had despaired o :
t as the Chinese Commumslt‘ ) Jord frie ‘ ng an
:i(:rgleer(e:%?irnt;; themselves, use the term “the Commu: recognition or id from the West, was highly
nist Party of China.”
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receptive to the Soviet offer of aid. The nego-
tiations between the two resulted in the Sun-
Joffe declaration of January 1923. Sun got
Joffe to agree that conditions in China were organized.
not suitable for communism or the Soviet Sys- The Three People’s Principles, which
tem but that China needed unification and had first been enunciated before the collapse
independence on the basis of Sun’s Three of the Qing dynasty, were redefined. The
Peoples’ Principles (nationalism, democracy, principle of nationalism, which had earlier
and “peoples livelihood”—explained below). meant anti-Manchuism, was now interpreted
In return for Soviet aid, Sun agreed to collab- to mean the unification of races within
orate with the CPC and accepted the post-  China, elimination of inequalities among the
ponement of the issues connected with the nations of the world, and a struggle against
Chinese Eastern Railway and the withdrawal foreign imperialism. The last part, added
of Soviet troops from Outer Mongolia. Short- after Sun failed to get control over
ly thereafter, Moscow supplied the Guomin- Guangzhou customs revenues in late 1923,
dang with monetary and military aid, military appealed to the emerging national conscious-
experts, and a political advisor in the person ness.
of Michael Borodin. Sun gave an original twist to the princi-
Many in Sun’s party doubted the wis- ple of democracy by making a distinction
dom of the Guomindang-CPC alliance, but  between “sovereign power” and “ability.” The
Sun managed to allay most of their fears by  people, although lacking ability, retained sov-
publicly announcing that in case the Commu- ereign power and could use it through the
nists went counter to Guomindang policies, institutions of suffrage, recall, initiative, and
they would be expelled, and that in case the referendum, but the high-powered govern-
Soviets tried to subvert the Guomindang, he mentwas to be run by men of ability, a group
would oppose Russia. Sun explained thatin  of experts. Sun wanted to ensure that China
following the propaganda and organization would have strong political leadership. The
techniques of the Soviet Union, the Guomin- government was to be organized on the basis
dang would become a mass party, something  of a five-power constitution that added a cen-
it had never been before. sorate and an examination branch, taken
In the meantime, Chen Jiong-ming was from Chinese tradition, to the modern
forced out of Guangzhou, and the new power branches of executive, legislature, and judici-
holders invited the generalissimo to return to ary. Sun extended the meaning of “the peo-
Guangzhou. In March 1923 Sun established a ple’s livelihood” by adding “control of capi-
military government in Guangzhou, which tal” to the “equalization of land rights.”
laid the foundations of the future govern-  Although categorically rejecting Marxism,
ment of China. A few months later, Sun sent Sun envisaged a kind of state socialism, but
his military aide, Chiang Kai-shek, to the Sovi- he still showed limited understanding of the
et Union to study the Bolshevik army and  problems of the peasants. At the same time
party systems. Although Sun had insisted that he made statements that were vague enough
Moscow recognize that the Soviet System was  to give the impression that he was for com-
unsuitable for China, he in fact borrowed munism. Thus, he says at one place, “Not only
heavily from it because it strengthened his  should we not say that communism conflicts
own ideas of revolutionary strategy. During with the Min-sheng [people’s livelihood] Prin-
the three stages of his revolution (military ciple, but we should even claim communism
conquest, political tutelage, and finally con- as a good friend . . . . Our Principle of
stitutional government), Sun emphasized the Livelihood is a form of communism . . .
need for his party to wield a monopoly of [lts] great aim . . . is communism, "
power for the initial two stages, and he

The Guomindang was reorganized with
demanded personal allegiance and obedi- the help of the Soviet advisor, Michael

ence from the members of the party. The

Leninist party and army organizations rein-
forced his views of how power should be
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i 2 h, which would have given

- ; amidal structure, as  without” approach, ties, was

BorOdmliantllsefl?Iil?sltp}z;rty Congress of the a sense of equality b.etlweint:)h‘ea gpralere  the
?}ppr;r):i,fldanyg in January 1924, was much like forced b); the ((13«oirrrlur11\/I ercno o A Borodin
uo : . i licies frame .

: four tiers of po " have
that Of' e Cqmmunlllteiil:l,ralothe provin- advised them, _thf CommunllS tstigx?llljrclltil 2t\l‘le
a}nhonty Constltutlggthe district [;arty organi- to be the “coolies” of the revc:alll(e e Per.
leg, :11’;6 %%‘;n;ly;t?gnal Party Congress (NPC) right ime came fso:i t}lllinl)::céause 121 1924 the
i}a;e:grelically possessed the highest Y }éal’% l\:;scll)::cll; a garly with any strength.

ther year. . K
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i imitati ' d on the
Despite the limitations place
CPCin thIz: First United Front, the years 1924

_ ————————

The Republic That Never Was: 1912-1927 125

to 1926 were good for the Communist party.
The party expanded its mass organization
operations, and its membership increased
rapidly, helped by a new wave of anti-imperi-
alist nationalism that followed the May Thirti-
eth and June Twenty-third incidents in 1925,
In May the workers of a Japanese-owned

Shanghai cotton mill went on strike to protest lowed in Hong Kong, which tied up the port
the dismissal of some of their colleagues. The for 16 months. The strike was led by the
factory guards opened fire, killing one and Communists.

wounding several workers. This act resulted
in widespread resentment, and on May 30,
10,000 persons gathered in the International
Settlement to demonstrate against the Japan-
ese imperialists. A clash developed between
the demonstrators and the British police; the
police opened fire on the crowd, kiliing and

wounding several persons in the process. The  a half, it expanded to over 30,000 members.
result was that 200,000 workers put down By mid-1927 the membership soared to
tools, 50,000 students quit their schools and 58,000, with another 30,000 in the Commu-
colleges, and many merchants closed their nist Youth League. These figures amply prove
business establishments on June 1. On June that although working under the Guomin-
11 the Shanghai Federation of Workers, Mer-  dang banner and within the Guomindang
chants, and Students held a mass meeting  framework, the CPC had managed to main-
and passed a resolution making 17 demands, tain its independent identity. Its success was
among which were withdrawal of foreign  partly due to the fact that the Guomindang
forces from China; abrogation of extraterrito- mass movement programs were directed by
riality; freedom of speech, publication, and Communists, which implied that the CPC was
assembly; and the right to strike and organize assuming the confrontational role of a party
trade unions. within a party.

Nothing came of the demands, and for The Guomindang, already a large
political reasons, the organizers called off the party in 1923, also expanded its member-
strikes at the end of June, but events in ship during these years; but after the death
Shanghai reflected the new mood of the of Sun Yat-sen in March 1925, the National-
country. The May Thirtieth ' incident ist leadership split up, and troubles also
inflamed national sentiment and angered the began between the Nationalists and the
Chinese, who demonstrated in most of the Communists. Incidentally, Sun, the eternal
major cities, formed anti-imperialist associa- optimist, died in Beijing where he had gone
tions, and demanded the end of unequal  to participate in a “national reconstruction
treaties. The strikes, protests, and boycotts  conference” arranged by a dominant north-
that swept the country exceeded anything the ern warlord who had no genuine interest in

nation had witnessed earlier. resolving the problem of peace and national
The response in the industrially and unification.
E}ommeraally aclvanced' Hong _ Kong- The Rise of Chiang Kai-shek
uangzhou area was particularly bitter. In

mid-June a sympathy strike involving many During his lifetime Sun had kept the various

tens of thousands of workers was organizedin factions in the Nationalist party working

Hong Kong and led to the imposition of mar- together; after him no leader of stature

tial law in the colony. On June 23 100,000 could command the allegiance of all party
persons, including workers, students, military members.

cadets from Whampoa academy, and other
citizens of Guangzhou, demonstrated outside
the foreign concession area in that city. Just
as in Shanghai, this demonstration led to for-
eign troops opening fire and killing 52
demonstrators and wounding over 100 oth-
ers. A strike involving 200,000 workers fol-

In this feverish anticapitalist, anti-impe-
rialist milieu, the CPC found ample opportu-
nity to exert its influence and acquire a lead-
ership role in the labor movement. The
growth of the CPC was phenomenal. From 57
members in 1921, it rose slowly to a strength
of 980 in January 1925; then within a year and
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e three most important leaders of
the (;fl};mindang, who had all been close
associates of Sun and who aspired to his posi-
tion, were Hu Han-min (1879:—1936), Wa;:g
Jing-wei (1883-1944), ar}d Liao Zhong- }fn
(1878-1925). Wang and Liao be!onged to the
left wing of the party (Liao being far mo:;
pro-Communist than Wang_), and‘Hu can >
said to have headed the right wing. At 1: e
death of Sun Yatsen a collective leadership,
which included Hu, Wang, and Llaoi
declared the establishment of the nationa
government of China on July 1, 1925. .

However, the collective apprpach co
lapsed when Liao was assassinaged in Aggust
1925. Although the murder still remains 3
mystery, Hu was implicated in the qut an
forced to leave Guangzhou on a mission Izo
Moscow. Some of the rightist dissidents in the
party met in November in Fhe ch}dhlst tem-
ple in the western hills outside Beijing, whelc“le
Sun’s remains had been temporarily interred,
and called for the expulsion of the Commu;
nists from the Guomindang, retirement }(1)
Borodin from his office as advisor to the
party, and the suspension of V:flzlx:g Jing-wei’s

bership for six months. _

pary (rélcflrlrtl_rary toptheir demands, the{ party, t1)n
the absence of Hu, came to be dorpmated y
Wang Jing-wei and the Communists as was
reflected in the composition of the vapoui
leading committees at th_e Secoqd Nationa
Conference of the Guomindang in February
1926. More than 33 percent of .the delegaltes
to the congress were Communists, wh?l also
represented 20 percent of the 'members ipin
the Central Executive Committee. The C(?II;-
gress took action against the Western Ic_lh s
faction by expelling some'and repnmaxlll ding
the others. Under Borodln’s- advice Chiang
Kai-shek, who had so far remained aloof from
the civilian leadership of the party, was
brought in as a member of the Qentral Exqct—
utive Committee and the Standing _Cornnﬁl ;
tee. There was every reason to beheveftS a
Chiang, the passionately loyal follower o uéll
Yat-sen, the man who had suppressed sever !
right-wing military threats to .the regime an !
had made many anti-imperialist speeches, wa
a trustworthy leftist.

The new balance of power was shc_)rtly
destroyed by the notorious Zhong-shan inci-
dent. On March 18, 19264he Zhong—sha(;z, a;
Nationalist gunboat under the comman of
a Communist, moved to the vicinity o
Whampoa Military Academy. It is not knfmgn
even today who ordered the transfer o éh_e
gunboat; the Communists say that it was Ghi-
ang himself who did it. Chiang, gonsu:lerlgldg
this act to be a Communist conspiracy to = -
nap him, staged a counter—coup.. . e
declared martial law in Quangzhou,k 1s-
armed the Communist-directed wor e.is
militias of the Guangzhou-Hong Kong Strike
Committee; detained many Commq?lsts,
including those attached‘ to tl}e Mi 1t§ry
Academy; and put the Spvxet advisors un hqr
house arrest. Since Ch}ang had taken this
action without authorlzatl_on from Wgngf
Jing-wei who was his superior and hea ' (1)1
state, Wang showed his resentment bY with-
drawing from active polm;s af’ld leaving in

nce for a “vacation. .
My fg\gifl:athe leaders of the left and rlg:lst
j t of the way, Chiang was now unques-
:\i,:)nrig:b(i; in contro)II of Guomindang affairs.
Even Borodin was not ax:ound to exert aﬁy
pressure on him: Borodin was away in tY e
north negotiating with the warlorq Fer}g u-
xiang, who had moved to the Soviet side in
1926. When he returned to Quangzhou_ in
April, Borodin found the situation not en(tilre-
ly to his liking, but he could not affor }:o
have his masters in Moscow believe thatC h?
had failed in maintaining control of the 11-
nese revolution. Also, in the_ power strugg ’e
that had developed in Russia after Lenlg s
death in 1924, it was imp'e.ratlve that Boro. in
strengthen Stalin’s position by conﬁrmtmg
that Stalin’s policies in China were correct.
So Borodin had to make a compromise
with Chiang which was helped by the fact tﬁ:
Chiang needed Soviet a_xd as much as th
Soviets needed the Guqmmdang. On h1% ;1 ee,
Chiang reconfirmed his loyalty to .the I;th
Great Policies of Sun Yat-s<?n (a?hance gPC
the Soviet Union, collaboration with the ),
and development of mass _move_ments(i
denounced the Guomindang right wing, anh
took some actions meant to heal the breac

— B——— |

between him and the CPC, There was no
real evidence to prove that Chiang was not
indeed basically a leftist. Did not the Western
press in Shanghai and Hong Kong call him
the “red general”® On his part, Borodin
blamed the CPC for some of the troubles and
agreed to limit Communist influence in the
Nationalist party. The Comintern also tended
to belittle the importance of the Zhong-shan
incident, claiming that it was an invention of
the imperialists.
Some in the CPC did suggest that the
Communist party withdraw from the alliance
and follow an independent policy, but
Borodin and the Comintern would not
accept that course of action. There was, no
doubt, danger that the CPC, despite its
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impressive successes in the mass movement,
could be easily crushed out of existence; how-
ever, more importantly, its departure from
the United Front would have hurt Stalin’s
cause.
Another major concession that Borodin
had to make to reestablish the Guangzhou-
Moscow alliance was to agree to Chiang’s
timetable for the northern expedition. Mili-
tary operations to unify China began in May
1926 with Chiang as commander-in-chief.
The expeditionary force, numbering about
100,000 men, was divided into two main
flanks. The left flank, driving directly north,
gained rapid success and reached Wuhan by
the end of the year; the right flank, under

Chiang, occupied Jiangxi and Fujian. The

CHIANG KAI-SHEK (1887—1975).' EARLY YEARS

Chiang Kai-shek was born in the coastal
province of Zhejiang into a merchant family of
modest means. His father died when Chiang was
nine years old and his mother had to make many
sacrifices to bring up six children.

Troubled by China’s plight in the post-

Boxer period and inspired by Japan’s victory over
Russia in the 1904-1905 war, Chiang decided on
a military career. He entered Baoding Military
School (which later became famous as Baoding
Military Academy) in 1907 and was sent to Japan
for advanced military training from 1908 to 1910.
Upon completing his studies, Chiang served for a
brief time in the regular Japanese army.

Chiang, who already had strong anti-
Manchu feelings, became a more ardent revoly-
tionary after meeting Sun Yat-sen and other
members of the Ton -meng-hui in Japan. When
news of the Wuchang uprising reached Japan,
Chiang hurried back to help the republican
Cause. He was involved in some military action
but never rose to any position of prominence.

After Yuan’s usurpation of power and the
failure of the 1911, revolution, Chiang once
again left for Japan, returning briefly to take part
in the abortive second revolution. Soon there-
after, in 1914, Chiang joined Sun’s new Revolu-

tionary party and became a sworn follower of
Sun, who had also sought refuge in Japan. In
1915 Chiang came back to China to participate
in the movement against Yuan’s attempt to
become monarch. It js during these years that
Chiang developed a close friendship with the
brothers Chen Guo-fu and Chen Li-fu, who were
later to play an important role in Chiang’s gov-
ernment.

Many details of Chiang’s activities from

1915 to 1921 are missing, but it is known that
during this period he occasionally helped Sun in
fund raising and as a military advisor and that he
was somehow involved with the business com-
munity and the stock exchange in Shanghai. He
does not appear to have taken any part in the
May Fourth Movement.

From 1922, when Sun appointed him chief
of staff, Chiang rose to become one of the most
important lieutenants of Sun; in 1923, after Sun’s
alliance with the Soviet Union, Chiang was sent
to Russia to study the Soviet military system. On
his return he headed the Whampoa Military
Academy, which provided the Guomindang
with its own army and finally gave Sun an

opportunity to carry out his revolutionary goals
for China.
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1 6, 1927, the Beijing warlord
Soviet embassy and

i Sovi-
ts proving that the
iang’ i be confiscated document . Sovr
i ng’s forces continued to ; O sruing subve
oreee lseffﬁssi (t:lllléaeagstern sector. Hangzhou et diplomats were actvely Supp
succes
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Communist-organized armed workers n
Shanghai, despite the brutal manner i

sion by Chinese Communists. Beijing brok::1
off diplomatic relations with Moscow a.ntS
arrested and executed many Communis
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with Soviet connections, one of whom was Li  of the revolution. The peasants did not even
Da-zhao. On April 12, Chiang ordered the spare the parents of CPC members. The
disarming of the Workers’ General Union in father of Li Li-san, one of the most promi-
Shanghai. The action resulted in a reign of nent Communist leaders, was killed by the
terror and a brutal massacre of the labor lead- peasants in his Hunan village home, even
ers and members of the Communist party. though he had in his possession a letter writ-
On April 15 the pro-Chiang Guomindang  ten by his son guaranteeing that the old man
authorities in Guangzhou suppressed the was in favor of peasant associations.
Communist-directed mass organizations in Having “lost” Chiang Kai-shek, Moscow
Guangzhou, killing over 2,000 Communists  tried to concentrate the left-wing forces in
in the process. On April 18 Chiang, support- Wubhan, eliminate the bourgeoisie from the
ed by most of the members of the Guomin- alliance, and deprive Chiang of his powers.
dang Central Executive Committee, set up his  The CPC dilemma was that the party was
own national government in Nanjing. A day directed by Moscow to heighten agrarian rev-
earlier, the Wuhan government had dis- olution without jeopardizing its collaboration
missed Chiang from his post of commander- with the Guomindang. These were mutually
in-chief of the Nationalist army and from incompatible goals. The issues were further
membership in the Guomindang. clouded because of the debate between
Even more than in the cities, Commu- Borodin and the newly arrived (April 2, 1927)
nist activity in the countryside was causing the Comintern agent M. N. Roy. Borodin wanted
conservatives to fear the CPC alliance. During to continue the northern expedition to link
the first year of the northern expedition, as  up with Feng Yu-xiang, and to ensure the loy-
the expeditionary forces moved through the alty of the army officers, Borodin wanted to
crowded southern provinces, the Communist- put restraints on the peasant movement. Roy,
inspired peasant associations exploded in on the other hand, wanted the left to consoli-
numbers. For example, consider the single  date the revolutionary base by carrying out
province of Hunan. It is calculated that the agrarian revolution before further mili-
whereas only about 200,000 peasants were tary expansion. At the end of April, the fifth
organized in associations on the eve of the congress of the CPC approved both the con-
northern expedition, their number in tinuation of the northern expedition and the
mid-1927 was over 4.5 million."! The radical- radical land program.
ized peasants often refused to pay rents and Moscow had overlooked the fact that
at places even seized the land. Mao Ze-dong, most of the troops under Wuhan belonged to
in his enthusiastic report entitled the “Peas- warlords who had joined the Guomindang
ant Movement in Hunan,” delivered in for expediency. By appointing them to Guo-
March 1927, said, mindang military posts and allowing them to

retain control of their armies (although these
“All power to the peasant association” has become armies were now units of the Guomindang
areality. . . . The local tyrants, evil gentry and  force), the Wuhan government had not only
lawless landlords have ll:eenddepmved of all rxghts diluted the ideological purity of the National-
to speak, and none of them dares even mutter dis- . military but also weakened its own power
sent. . . . [Although “terrible” and “excessive .

: 8%, . . and authority. Thus, for example, on May 21,
this] rural revolution is a revolution by which the 1927 the G ind der-in-chief
peasantry overthrows the power of the feudal land- ; the Guomindang commander-in-chie
lord class, 12 for Hunan, the former warlord Tang Sheng-

zhi, realizing that the Wuhan government
decrees (advising mass organizations to
restrain peasant excesses) carried no weight,
took direct action against peasant associa-
tions and labor unions. Many hundreds of
peasants and Communist organizers were

Many of the officers in the Guomin-
dang armies and members of the Guomin-
dang, who came from the landlord-gentry
class, obviously felt threatened by this aspect
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executed for sabotaging the rear lines‘of the
northern expedition. Under these circum-
stances, how could the CPC carry on its revo-
lutionary activities in the countr?‘fmde’i? An.fl
what role could the Guomindang “left playr

On June 1, 1927, Stalin sent a cable to
Roy giving new guidelines for the Chinese
revolution:

i an agrarian revolution victory is impossi-
‘\l)\itet?u.)u.t. Weg are decidedly in favor of the land
actually being seized by masses from below. k .
A large number of new peasants and working
class leaders from the ranks must be drawn into
the Central Committee of the Kuomintang [Guo-
mindang]. . . . It is necessary to hquldate.t.he
dependence on unreliable generals. Mobilize
about 20,000 Communists and about 50,000 revo—d
lutionary workers and peasants . . . . atn
organize your own reliable army before it is too
late. . . . If the Kuomintangists do not learn to
be revolutionary Jacobins, they wﬂllgbe lost both to
the people and to the revolution.

According to Zhang Guo-taq, a found-
ing member of the CPC, “When this telegran;
was read at the meeting of the Politbureau o
the Central Committee of the CPG, everyone
had the reaction of not knowing whether to
cry or to laugh. They unanimously felt t}},it ;t
was impossible to implement the order. 'dt
appears that Stalin presumed that Soviet aid,
along with the Comintern agents and Soviet
advisors, was indispensable to the Chinese
revolution. Stalin did not realize that w1t.]f{out
the “unreliable generals,” Wuhan was r_mhtar—
ily vulnerable. In any case, the Guomindang
left wing may have been left of center but was
by no means Marxist-Leninist in 118 thmkmgd.
Roy, for some inexplicable re'ason, .showe
the telegram to Wang Jing-wet, hopln%a{?ef-
haps to win over the radical Wang to S 1lr11 s

cause. Wang was shocked. He felt that
Moscow wanted to turn the Guomindang into
a tool of the CPC and bring communism tg
China. This policy went against the goals 13.1d
down by Sun Yatsen, who had'clearly state
that the Communist, or the Soviet, system was
not applicable to China. There was no way
the United Front could now be saved.

——

At the same time Borodin also failed in
his mission to gain the support ~of Feng Yu-
xiang and the northern: provinces. Both
Wuhan and Nanjing were wooing Feng. On
June 6 the Shanxi warlord Yan Xi-shan, a
neighbor of Feng, joined Chiang Kall—shel;
and was appointed commander—m-cl.net' o
the National Revolutionary Army 1n the
north. On June 21, Feng sent 2 secret
telegram to the Wuhan government, EXpress-
ing dissatisfaction with the Communist pres-
ence in the Guomindang and suggesung that
Borodin be sent back to Russia a.m.d that the
party leaders in Wuhan agree to join the gov-

nt in Nanjing.
erl—lmeOn June 2JO gle CPC had 'abjectly con-
ceded everything that the Guommglang could
have asked of it, even the leadership and con-
trol of the mass organizations and the med
pickets, but to no avail. The suppression of
peasant and labor movements continued. On
July 13 the Central Committee of the CPC
issued a declaration condemning the Wuhan
authorities for serving “the reactionary armty
officers who rose from the ranks of local .bul-
lies and evil gentry . . . [and for opposing]
the interests of the great majority of the Chi-
nese people.”® This declaration finally con-
firmed the widely held suspicion that the
CPC was untrustworthy and acting sedmousa
ly. On July 23 the government finally ex.pell}e]
all Communists who were working 1n t g
Nationalist party, government, an.d.army zuil1
ordered the CPG to cease all activity for t 1e
duration of the national revolution. On ];1{ y
94 Wang Jing-wei sent a telegram to Fe.ngh ué
xiang stating that the CPC and Borodin ;:1
been dealt with and that the party was ready
Nanjing. o
© mo"I]‘(;lzodecaJdegof Soviet intervention in
Chinese politics ended ignominiously, buth it
left an indelible mark on the future of the
Chinese revolution. Borodin anc} other Soviet
advisors left hurriedly for Russia. Some new
Comintern agents arrived to carry on the lﬁu-
son work with the CPC, which became an tlie-
gal, underground party harasied and per;e-
cuted by the “legitimate Nationalist
Government at Nanjing.

To strengthen the unity of the party

and enable the senior members of the Guo-
mindang, technically his superiors, to come
to Nanjing without losing face, Chiang Kai-
shek resigned his posts and retired from
active politics in August 1927. He used the
vacation, for that is what it really was, to
marry Sun Yat-sen’s sister-in-law, Soong Mei-
ling. The marriage strengthened Chiang’s
political standing. The Soong family was
very well placed: Soong Ching-ling was the
highly honored widow of Sun Yat-sen; her
brother T.V. Soong was a Harvard-trained
financier who, as Chiang’s minister of
finance would bring the backing of the
banking world to the young government;
and Yale-educated H.H. Kung (the husband
of the third sister, Soon Ai-ling) was a
banker and a businessmann who had
helped to win over Feng Yu-xiang to Chi-
ang’s side. Kung joined the government as
minister of industry in 1928.

In January 1928, Chiang Kai-shek, at
the invitation of the government, returned
to his post as the head of the Nationalist
military force and resumed the northern

expedition to complete the reunification of
China.

THE FOREIGN POWERS AND CHINA:
1920-1927

In the decade following World War I the
Western powers missed their greatest
opportunity to influence the modernization
of China. Even America, with its heritage of
revolution and its moral view of world poli-
tics, could not see Sun Yat-sen’s potential
and reach out to him. Sun had literally
begged for help from various Western pow-
ers, including America and England. It
appears that well-established capitalist
democracies, intent on dealing with legiti-
mate governments, have a limited capacity
to give positive help to nationalistic revolu-
tionary movements but a limitless capacity
to exploit, undermine, and destabilize weak
nations struggling for modernization.
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After World War I, Japan emerged as a
major Pacific power and a potential threat to
British and American interests. To stop the
naval race among Japan, Britain, and the
United States and to restrict the expansion
of Japanese influence in Asia, the Washing-
ton Conference was held from November
1921 to February 1922. Among the partici-
pants were Britain, France, Holland, Bel-
gium, Portugal (representing European
interests in East Asia and the Pacific), the
United States, Japan, and China. Russia was
not invited. The conference produced a
series of treaties. One of them, the Four
Powers Pact, spelled the end of the Anglo-

Japanese alliance, replacing it with a pledge
by major Western powers of nonintervention
in East Asia. Another limited the strength of
the capital navies of Britain, the United
States, and Japan to a 5:5:3 ratio. Thus
Japan, with no navy in the Atlantic, was
ensured a superiority in the western Pacific,
as against any one of the other two powers
taken singly. The Nine-Power Treaty formal-
ly declared the support of the powers to the
principle of the Open Door, that is, the ter-
ritorial integrity and administrative inde-
pendence of China, but this in no way meant
an immediate end to the foreign rights and
special privileges already squeezed out of
China. China, lacking even an effective cen-
tral government, had no leverage to change
the existing unequal treaty system; the for-
eign powers, although conscious that the
time was not far off when they would have to
liquidate extraterritoriality and other rights,
were not eager to hurry the process.
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CHAPTER 6

THE NATIONALIST
GOVERNMENT:
1928-1937

THE FAILURE OF NATIONAL
REINTEGRATION

The unification of China was officially
announced when the Guomindang forces
occupied Beijing in June 1928. The formal
structure of the Nationalist government,
under Chiang Kai-shek as president, was inau-
gurated in Nanjing on October 10, the
anniversary of the 1911 revolution. Beijing
(Northern Capital) was renamed Beiping
(Northern Peace). Technically, the first stage
of Sun Yat-sen’s three stages to constitutional
government (military unification, followed by
six years of political tutelage, leading to con-
stitutional democracy) had been completed.
The Guomindang, having established a
single-party dictatorship, theoretically could
now begin the process of instructing and
guiding the people toward democracy. It is
debatable whether a conservative party lean-
ing toward authoritarianism could have
achieved this goal even under ideal circum.-
stances. But the circumstances were far from
ideal. Behind the facade of unification the
country still remained divided, and periodic
insurrections by warlords and the Commu-
nists forced Nanjing to continue to concen-
trate its efforts on internal pacification,
through military action, at the expense of

constructive national endeavors. The role of
the military in Chinese politics also expanded
because of Japanese expansionist policies
aimed at dominating China. Military expen-
ditures and foreign debt payments absorbed
over 80 percent of the revenues in
1928-1929, and between 1929 and 1937
(when the Second Sino-Japanese War broke
out) the figure never fell much below 66 per-
cent. National reintegration was further ham.-
pered by the factional and clique troubles
within the Guomindang which kept the party
from functioning as a monolithic body that
could have provided cohesive and uniform
policies.

Party Troubles and Civil War

The Guomindang success was hailed by the
war-weary Chinese, particularly by the urban
intelligentsia, who hoped that the revolution
would at last bring strength and prosperity to
the nation and restore its dignity in the eyes
of the world. National elation, however, did
not last long. Within a year or two it became
clear that the Guomindang had lost its revo-
lutionary drive and that its leaders were
squabbling for pubilic office to gain personal
status and build up private fortunes.

By its very nature the national govern-
ment during the period of political tutelage
(which because of political reasons was never
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