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CHAPTER 6

THE NATIONALIST
GOVERNMENT:
1928-1937

THE FAILURE OF NATIONAL
REINTEGRATION

The unification of China was officially
announced when the Guomindang forces
occupied Beijing in June 1928. The formal
structure of the Nationalist government,
under Chiang Kai-shek as president, was inau-
gurated in Nanjing on October 10, the
anniversary of the 1911 revolution. Beijing
(Northern Capital) was renamed Beiping
(Northern Peace). Technically, the first stage
of Sun Yat-sen’s three stages to constitutional
government (military unification, followed by
six years of political tutelage, leading to con-
stitutional democracy) had been completed.
The Guomindang, having established a
single-party dictatorship, theoretically could
now begin the process of instructing and
guiding the people toward democracy. It is
debatable whether a conservative party lean-
ing toward authoritarianism could have
achieved this goal even under ideal circum-
stances. But the circumstances were far from
ideal. Behind the facade of unification the
country still remained divided, and periodic
insurrections by warlords and the Commu-
nists forced Nanjing to continue to concen-
trate its efforts on internal pacification,
through military action, at the expense of

constructive national endeavors. The role of
the military in Chinese politics also expanded
because of Japanese expansionist policies
aimed at dominating China. Military expen-
ditures and foreign debt payments absorbed
over 80 percent of the revenues in
1928-1929, and between 1929 and 1937
(when the Second Sino-Japanese War broke
out) the figure never fell much below 66 per-
cent. National reintegration was further ham-
pered by the factional and clique troubles
within the Guomindang which kept the party
from functioning as a monolithic body that
could have provided cohesive and uniform
policies.

Party Troubles and Civil War

The Guomindang success was hailed by the
war-weary Chinese, particularly by the urban
intelligentsia, who hoped that the revolution
would at last bring strength and prosperity to
the nation and restore its dignity in the eyes
of the world. National elation, however, did
not last long. Within a year or two it became
clear that the Guomindang had lost its revo-
lutionary drive and that its leaders were
squabbling for pubilic office to gain personal
status and build up private fortunes.

By its very nature the national govern-
ment during the period of political tutelage
(which because of political reasons was never
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concluded during Guomindang’s twenty-one

years rule—1928-1949—over mainland
China) was not popularly elected. In the
absence of any democratic controls, the
power of the executive could only be checked
by the party because the other branches otl"
government, lacking a system of mutua

checks and balances, were weak and c‘o.uld
not make the president and the Political
Council responsible to them.

But the party, too, could not perform
this supervisory function because there was
no separation between the party and the gov-
ernment. Indeed, the Political Council (the
executive) was a subcommittee of the Ceptral
Executive Committee of the party. Besides,
the party lacked a tight organization, a clear-
cut ideology and discipline; it was badly split
between the left and the right wings upder
Wang Jing-wei and Hu Han-min‘, respectively.
While appearing to actas a mediator between
Wang and Hu, General Chiang was able to
strengthen his own position and even man-
aged to separate his military command from
the offices of the national government.

Chiang had no great respect for the
party. As early as 1928 he declared that party
members had become degenerate and were
“struggling for power and profit” 1n]stead of
making sacrifices for the revc?lunor}. He was
right in his estimation, but it obviously dx('i
not occur to him that he was partly responsi-
ble for this state of affairs. The indiscriminate
expansion of the party and the absorption pf
the warlords and old-style burea.ucrat.s into its
organization had diluted the idealism that
may have existed before 1927. After the bregk
with the CPC in 1927, the party’s purge of its
Communist and pro-Communist left-oriented
liberals, although in no way helping to bring
unity to those who remained.behm(.i, did
mean that the party had lost its dedicated
activists. It now became dangerous for party
members to display any signs of revolutionary
activism associated with mass movements.

Chiang, whose devotion to the cause of
Chinese nationalism cannot be questioned,
sincerely believed that he alone was a true fol-
lower of Sun Yat-sen and his worthy heir. He

therefore had to ensure that he was in an
unassailable position to carry on his work as
the unifier of the nation and a$ its moderniz-
er. Since Chiang’s self-perception was chal-
lenged by Wang Jing-wei and Hu Han-min,
who also believed that they were rightful
inheritors of the revolutionary legacy', Clp-
ang employed various methods to maintain
his position. Western scholars have often
condemned these methods because they
were counter to the expectations of Western
liberal thinkers who wanted Chiang to intro-
duce democracy into China. But however
deplorable Chiang’s actions may appear, they
fitted into the pattern of political behavior of
the dzghiang publicly extoll.ed Sun Yat-sen’s
Three Peoples’ Principles 1d§010gy, but he
was actively concerned only with that part of
Sun’s philosophy that demanded the estab-
lishment of a strong, single-party.stat(? under
a strong leader. According to Chiang’s inter-
pretation of Sun, individual freed(?m‘ was
equated to state authority. As he put it, “The
command of the state should be .reg.ayded ::g
the free and voluntary will of the 1nd1v1dga1.
Instead of giving the country human rights
and a rule of law, Chiang cglled for.absolute
loyalty to the state by an ethically enlightened
citizenry. The ethics were to come from a
revival of traditional Confucian virtues of lpy-
alty, filial piety, benevolence, love, sincerity,
righteousness, harmony, and peace. This doc-
trine, discussed later in the ch'apter, formed
the basis of Chiang’s New Llfe. Movement
(inaugurated in 1934) and was mten_ded to
renovate the moral life of Chinese society.
The party, the army, and the govern-
ment were riven by numerous small and large
factions, but Chiang managed to get his own
cliques into positions of power while balanc-
ing and playing off antagonistic groups. Hltz
developed a tight police and security networ
and gained contgrol over financial, military,
affairs.
and p%;z C.C. Clique—led by the brothers
Chen Guo-fu and Chen Li-fu, close frlgnds of
Chiang Kai-shek—became the most impor-
tant faction within the party to back Chiang.

The C.C. Clique (CCC) represented the
hard-core anti-Communist elements in the
party and drew its membership from the elite
classes: intellectuals, bureaucrats, military
officers, and leading business entrepreneurs.
By the 1930s 25 percent of the members of
the Central Executive Committee were mem-
bers of the CCC and the CCC dominated the
party organization bureau, controlled the
intelligence network, and had established
branches in the government at national and
local levels. Besides penetrating the military,
the trade unions, and the educational and
cultural organizations, the clique established
newspapers, journals, and publishing houses
to influence the communication media. The
C.C. Clique also got into banking operations.
Whampoa military graduates (many of
whom rose to become high military officers)
who swore loyalty to Chiang Kai-shek con-
tributed to the establishment of the Wham-
poa Clique and the Blue Shirt Society. The
Whampoa Clique constituted over 50 percent
of the military men in the Central Executive
Committee, it controlled the party organs in
the army and represented the power of what
may be termed Chiang’s personal army.*
The Blue Shirt Society was a well-organ-
ized political machine whose activities have
been compared by some scholars with the
Fascist movements in Europe and with Mus-
solini’s Black Shirts and Hitler’s Brown Shirts.
Like their European counterparts the Blue
Shirts glorified their leader, exalted the state,
accepted the need for totalitarian controls,
rejected democracy, and used terrorism and
violence to liquidate opponents of the party
and the leader. The Blue Shirts invoked the
restoration of certain traditional Confucian
cultural values, which Chiang also supported
in his New Life Movement. However, the
manner in which the Blue Shirts tried to
propagate these noble values proved terribly
counterproductive. Their clandestine activi-
ties brought terror and fear to the hearts of
many innocent citizens of China, undermin-
ing the morale of those in government and
the military who may have displayed an inde-
pendent attitude. The Blye Shirts made
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China a more authoritarian state than it need
have been. The costly activities of the Blue
Shirts were financed by Chiang Kai-shek him-
self.

Another clique worthy of mention was
the Political Study Clique, an extra-party fac-
tion whose members were interested in
“increasing their hold on the provincial
administration and also on the larger finan-
cial and business concerns of the country,
whether private or government.” The Politi-
cal Study Clique also supported Chiang Kai-
shek and looked on him as their patron.

These and other cliques came into con-
flict, and mutual rivairies developed that only
helped to strengthen Chiang’s position. How-
ever, factional politics meant that the party
could not work out a cohesive policy of
reform and, more important, that Chiang
lacked absolute authority even while appear-
ing to be in total control.

Chiang’s Internal and External Troubles:
19291936

From the very day Chiang Kai-shek assumed
power he faced major trouble from four
sources, three from within the country and
one from without. Within, Wang Jing-wei and
Hu Han-min challenged him for national
leadership; the erstwhile warlords resisted
Chiang’s attempts at centralization of author-
ity; and the CPC, after being ousted from the
united front, began to build up its armed
forces and establish an independent govern-
ment in the countryside. All these rivals, at
one time or another, posed a military threat.
Between 1928 and 1936 Chiang had to sup-
Press no less than 23 revolts, Externally, the
Japanese expanded their aggressive activities,
absorbed Manchuria into their empire in
1932, and began to encroach on China’s
northern provinces, which led to full-scale
war in 1937,

Chiang realized that the unity of China
was illusory and that internal pacification was
necessary before Nanjing could declare war
on Japan. Although he was to be condemned
for this attitude, as a military thinker he was
right in his assessment.
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Trouble from Warlords and Party
Leaders: 1929-193¢9

Although it may be technically incorrect to
use the term warlords to designate the locally
powerful military commanders who had
opportunistically joined the Guomindang
and were now in command of Guomindang
armies (which were often no other than their
own troops from the pre-Guomindang days),
the term is valid because these figures
retained warlord attitudes and tried desper-
ately to retain their autonomy within the
Nationalist government. They resented Chi-
ang’s efforts at demobilizing the inflated
army, since warlord forces would have been
the first to be disbanded, and his efforts to
increase provincial contributions to the cen-
tral revenue.

The major warlord areas were Gansu-
Henan-Shaanxi under F eng Yu-xiang, Shanxi-
Hebei under Yan Xi-shan, and Guangxi-
Hunan-Hubei under 1 Zong-ren and Bai
Chong-xi. Feng also laid claim to the whole of
Shandong, which had been partially under
Japanese control since 1915, The provinces of
Yunnan, Guizhou, Sichuan, Chahar, Ningxia,
Qinghai, and Xinjiang had yet to be fully
incorporated into unified China and contin-
ued to be ruled by several minor warlords.
Zhang Xue-liang, a case unto himself, had
taken over power in Manchuria on the death
of his bandit-turned-warlord father, Zhang
Zuo-lin, who had been assassinated by the
Japanese in 1928, This left Chiang Kai-shek in

control of the rich lower Yangtze valley
provinces of Zhejiang, Anhui, Jiangsu, and
Jiangxi and with influence in Guangdong.
The first challenge to Chiang’s authori-
ty came from the Guangxi generals Li Zong-
ren and Bai Chong-xi. These generals split
from the Nanjing government in early 1929
over the question of territorial control and
began military operations to expand their
area of influence. Chiang had to take puni-
tive action to quell this rebellion,
Later in the same year it was the turn of
the “Christian General,” Feng Yu-xiang, to
rise against the Nationalist government,

Some idea of the confused nature of affairs
becomes apparent when it is borne in mind
that Feng was a Very important figure in the
Nationalist government: He was a member of
the State Council, vice-president of the exec-
utive Yuan (deputy prime minister), and min-
ister of war. However, to Feng the mainte-
nance of his hold over his private army was
far more important than all these offices and
so he rose against the National government
when Chiang attempted to demobilize some
of the troops in the swollen armies of the war-
lords. Feng had also been incensed by the
fact that Chiang had taken control of Shan-
dong after the Japanese, having recognized
the Nationalist government in March 1929,
withdrew their forces from there. Feng
believed that the area fel] legitimately into his
zone of control and that he should have been
given the right to extend his authority over
Shandong.

Feng accused Chiang of designs that
favored his own troops over those of Feng
and of policies that were intended to starve
Feng’s army by withholding funds. Feng
declared his independence of Nanjing and in
turn was dismissed from all his posts. Chiang
bought off some of Feng’s generals, who
defected to the national government with
100,000 of Feng's best troops and also
opened Henan to central control. When war
came in October 1929, Feng was defeated.

These developments troubled Yan Xi-
shan because every move that strengthened
the hand of Chiang Kai-shek spelled the end
of warlord power, his own included. In early

1930 Yan joined forces with Feng; gained the
backing of Li Zong-ren and Bai Chong-xi;
and far more important, won the support of
Wang Jing-wei and other factions in the Guo-
mindang that opposed Chiang and wanted to
reorganize the party. The “reorganizationist”
members of the Guomindang met in Beiping
and established an opposition government
with Wang, Feng, and Li Zong-ren in the
leading posts and Yan as chair of the State
Council. This formidable coalition posed the
most serious threat Chiang had faced so far.
Fifty-seven generals and dozens of politicians,

Trouble from the
} By the end of 1930 the frontline

transliteration by the CPC, meant a -
Ment run by the loca] masses. Ther%eo‘;:errne
similar soviets jn other parts of the country
but the one under Mao, with its capital at Ryj.
Jm, was the biggest and the most important,
However, the underground headquay-
ters of the CPC was still in Shanghai, and the
official policy of the cpc still aimed a¢ lead-
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shek turned to the proble i
m of suppressin
the Communists, PP d
_ The ﬁrst. Communist—suppression cam-
paign (sqmetlmes also referred to as the
Communlst-encirclement or Communist-
annihilation campaign) wag launched jp

general, killing 9,000,
quantities of supplies,
.. Chiang Kai-shek Was not accustomed to
mlhtar'y failure, so he followed up the first
campaign with another in April 1931, The
Nationalist troops, numbering over 10y 000
were under a well-known general, but t’heir’
fate was no different from that of their com-

campaign

made of units belonging to wal;)lofd arglei::;:
(like the troops of Feng Yu-xiang, whe had
defected to Nanjing in 1930), which Chiang
was happy to see destroyed~therefore, the
: of how true this assess-
ment is, I it may be Very true, the
fact remains that Mao Ze-dong’s guerrilla-

In July 1931 Chiang o i
: : Pened the thirq
campaign against the Communists, this time
putting himself in direct commang. The
Nat;onahst for(:‘es Were successful jp the

however, heavy rains set in, which favored the
guerrillas, and Maq
€xtricate his troops and infljct heavy damage
on the e€nemy. But the campaign wag by no
means over when Chiang haq ¢o turn his
attention to crigeg elsewhere, Trouble came
from Manchuria jn the north ang Guang-
dong in the south. ¢




BACKGROUND OF THE MANCHURIAN CRISIS

Officers of the Japanese troops posted in
Manchuria (the Kwantung Army)_ to protect
Japanese interests there assassnpatgd the
Manchurian warlord Zhang Zuo-I'ln in June
1928, just days before the Nationalist nor?hern
expedition had triumphantly eptered Beijing.
Their hope was that Zhang Zuo-lin’s son, Zhang
Xue-liang (“the Young Marshallf’), known as a
weak-charactered playboy addicted to drugs,
would be more friendly to Japan a}nd‘ kgep
Manchuria out of the Nationalist jurisdiction.
Despite Japanese pressure on him to preserve
Manchurian autonomy, Zhang Xue-llang,”m
December 1928, pledged his loyalty to Nanjing
and raised the Nationalist flag in Mull<.den, the
capital of Manchuria. In return Nanj.mg con-
firmed Zhang’'s authority in the province apd
rewarded him with the post of commander-in-
chief of the Northeastern Border Defense Army.
Apart from annoying the japanese, this
act of Zhang also raised tensions between Nan-
jing and the Soviet Union. The b‘reak between
the Nationalists and the Soviets in 1927 (after
the Borodin fiasco) had ended dlrgct cor_ltgct
between them, but the Soviet speC|a|_p05|t'|on
in Manchuria had, so far, remained unimpaired
because (a) Zhang Zuo-lin had never accepted
the authority of the Nationalist governmentc,I
and (b) the technically legal gr.e—1 92§ warl<_)rh
“government of China” in Beijing, w!th WhIC.
the Soviet Union had maintaxned'dlploma}tnp
relations, had never challenggd qunet privi-
leges in Manchuria. With the Ilbe_ratlon of Bei-
jing and Zhang Xue-liang swearing ona.lty ‘tlo
Nanjing, the situation changed radlca_ y
because the northeastern .Man.ch'un:an
provinces had come under the direct jurisdic-
tion of the Nationalist government. l_n
mid—1929, the Nationalists, who resented .Sov:-
et domination of the Chinese Eastern Railway
(CER was supposed to be run jointly by the Rus-

]
sians and the Chinese) and Iooked_with suspi-
cion on Soviet activities that were aimed at pro-
moting communism in the region, used their
authority to reassert control over the CER.

The Soviet Union “broke off” the now-
nonexistent diplomatic relations and attackgd
the CER region with aircraft and tanks. The Chi-
nese suffered heavy casualties, and_the; unde-
clared war ended with Nanjing signing 'Fhe
Khabarovsk Protocol (December 1929'), which
restored the status quo ante. Nanjing also
agreed to hold negotiations to se_ttle othgr OLlJt-
standing issues and to establish dlploma'tlc rela-
tions. Bilateral meetings were begun in 1930
but ended inconclusively when the Japanese
invaded Manchuria in September 1931. . _

Zhang and Nanjing had unc.ierestlmated
Japan’s involvement in Manchurla..Fror'n the
Japanese point of view, both the Sovne% victory
and the rising tide of anti-Japanese sentiment in
China were a threat to Japan’s strategic and
economic interests. While procrastinating over
Japanese requests to implement the agreement
they had worked out with Zhapg Zup—hrl in

1928 to build certain railway lines, Nammg
aggravated the situation further by bu1l'd|ngha
separate railway system to compete with tRe
Japanese-run South Manchurian Rallway (SMh)
and concurrently launching a campaign for the
f the SMR.
recovﬁ'rlzleo world economic depres'sion of
1929-1930 and the shrinking_ of foreign mar-
kets had a particularly harsh impact on Jap_ar;
which needed export earnings to buy cruua\d
raw materials, like iron, that the ho.mela.n
lacked. The militarists and the u!tranatlonahs.ts
in Japan believed that resource-rich Mgnchurlg
could provide Japan with coal and iron Ian.t
also be a market for Japanese goods, if only i
could be firmly brought into the Japanese
sphere of influence.
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Jepan’s Invasion of Manchuria: 193],
On the night of September 18, 1931, while
Chiang Kai-shek was bogged down in
Guangxi and a considerable part of Zhang
Xue-liang’s Manchurian forces were still
south of the Great Wall in Beiping, Japanese
troops set off a bomb on the South Manchuri-
an  Railway track just outside Mukden
(Shenyang). Then, on the pretext of protect-
ing the railway from an attack by the Chinese,
they seized Mukden. Within the next few
weeks they took possession of several other
key centers.

Chiang Kai-shek’s reaction to this devel-
opment was to halt the campaign against the
Communists and promptly return to Nanjing
to face the Manchurian crisis. As can be imag-
ined, the Chinese were shocked by the Japan-
ese action. There were massive anti-Japanese
demonstrations in the cities and boycotts of
Japanese goods. Most segments of the urban
population publicly demanded that Nanjing
turn its guns against the invaders. But Chi-
ang, who calculated that it would be better to
entrust China’s case to the League of Nations
than to start a war, instructed Zhang Xue-
liang (whose forces that had remained
behind in Manchuria outnumbered those of
the Japanese and could have put up a resist-
ance) not to fight.

By the end of the year the Japanese had
cleared Manchuria of Zhang’s troops. In
March 1932, scorning the findings of the
League of Nations and the weight of world
opinion, Japan established the puppet state of
Manchukuo under the regency of Pu-yi, the
last Qing emperor, who had abdicated the
Dragon Throne in 1912. The Japanese action
had farreaching repercussions: It changed the
power balance in East Asia; it helped drive
Japan onto the path of militarism; it made the
West suspicious of Japanese long-range goals;
and it can be seen to mark the first stage lead-
ing toward World War I1.

Another Rival “National” Government—
Guangzhou: 1931. The trouble in south
China was connected with Chiang’s differ-
ences with Hu Han-min. In response to the

The Nationalist Government: 1928-193 7 139

demands made by Wang Jing-wei, Feng Yu-
xiang, and Yan Xi-shan, the leaders of the
1930 abortive rebellion (see above), that
China should have a constitution Chiang
decided to convoke a national assembly and
adopt a provisional constitution. Hu Han-min
was adamantly opposed to this move because
he believed that, as Sun Yat-sen had planned,
a period of political tutelage was absolutely
necessary before a constitution could be inauy-
gurated. Rather unwisely, Chiang put Hu
Han-min under house arrest (February
1931), which only precipitated another major
party crisis. Some members of the Central

Supervisory Committee of the Guomindang

impeached Chiang for his illegal action.

Southern warlords supported the impeach-

ment, and in collaboration with anti—Chiang
politicians, Wang Jing-wei included, they set
up a parallel “national” government in
Guangzhou (May).

In September, when the Nationalist
troops were locked in combat with the Com-
munists, troops from Guangdong and
Guangxi marched into Hunan. But the Sep-
tember 18 Mukden incident, when the Japan-
ese unleashed their forces in Manchuria,
saved the nation from becoming embroiled
in another civil war, and the Southerners
agreed to a peace conference in October.
There the Southerners demanded that Chi-
ang resign his position as chair of the State
Council; that the post of commander-in-chief
of the land, naval, and air forces be abol-
ished; and that no military man should be
president of any of the five Yuan., Obviously
their intention was to eliminate Chiang from
the political arena.

These were dark days for Chiang. Con-
demned within the party by both Wang Jing-
wei and Hu Han-min, the greatest of the Guo-
mindang leaders, he was also attacked
publicly, particularly by nationwide student
organizations, for having betrayed China on
the Japan front. Saying that “the affairs of the
country have come to such a critical pass that
unless we can step up the process of national
unity and solidarity, we will not be able to
meet successfully either the problem of for-
eign aggression or the aspirations of the Chi-
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nese people,” Chiang resigned from I}lll‘s var,l;
ous posts on December 15, 1931. C }an'lg s
retirement, which reminds one of a 51m1fa

action he had taken in 1927, saved face for
those who had opposed him and gave the tW(}
sides an opportunity to achieve a mez;sg.re oS
national reconciliation. But as In 1927, it wa

not long before the Guomindang was forced
to persuade Chiang to resume office.

The Reorganized Nationalist Government

While the Central Executive Committee I?f
the Guomindang was trying to rework the
constitution to reduce the powers of the gres—
ident and ensure that the executive ruan
would control the armed forces, .the ]apar;lese
forces began an offensive against Jinzt ou_
(December 24, 1931), the lasF major Na;on_
alist stronghold in Manchuria. Zhanbg , 1}1:;5
liang was asked to make 2 stand, but |
demoralized troops withdrew. The opening
days of the new year, 1932, saw the ]aParEI?}sle
complete their conquest of Manchuria. - es
inexperienced leaders {)f th(? reox:g;.mzH d
Nationalist government (in yvhlc}_l neit! e_rtion
Han-min nor Wang Jing-wel was i a Egsx o
of authority) panicked and begged C 1an§ °
return to Nanjing. Chiang Qelayed his :;cc tg
ance of the invitation until he haq t e1 cIl).
party politicians, military figures, civic fam
ers, and even students beseech him to re ube
and until he felt sure that he would not
i ower. .
demegfrtee?‘l lll)is release from house arrest in
1931, Hu Han-min had shifted his restl}(llenc}e‘
to the British colony of Hong Kong. Al Oliﬁ "
he continued to give moral support to o
leaders of Guangdong and Guangxi (w °
maintained a state of virtu.al autor’lomyl)( aIr_;u
persisted in attacking Chiang Kal.-shel, o
Han-min withdrew from active national po
ics. died in 1936. .
e HV(\a’ang Jing-wei, who had oppoifddct};;
ang Kai-shek ever since 1927, heahe the
Association for Reorganization of t t(ai ;ln
mindang, which aimed pr}manly at redli‘cN icg
the growing power of Chiang. He ha e
tried to establish a rival nguongl govelélﬁp ’
but failed. The 1931 resignation of Chiang

i- had given Wang another opportuni-
?yatshfill(ﬁll hi% ambitions but, ur'lfo'rtunatel);i
Japanese aggression in Manchuria 1mpr§s:§ ;
the feuding Guomindang factions w1tw
need to put aside their differences and a?lg
to make peace with Chiang. PromPted py :h e
party leaders, Wang met with Chiang in the

middle of January 1932, and by the end of the

oth of them were holding important
rgr:)(zrrfl:grlutx)lent offices. However, whereas Wapg
was appointed president qf the .e}‘iecutlvz
Yuan (the equivalent of prime mm.lster), :
post he held from 1932 to 1935, ‘Chlag%fwfas
only made a member of the Military allll:
Commission (MAC). Theoretically, this
appointment not only red}lced the civil pow:
ers that Chiang had exerc1§eq befm_*e his rest
ignation but also severely limited his currenf
military authority because other r_nembersyo_
the MAC were his erstwhile enemies Feng 1};
xiang and Yan Xi-shan and his erstwhile su
i eliang.
ordm?JStZChlf‘izrgng ll:new tl?at all this maneuver-
ing could not take away from his real powe:’;
A few weeks after Chiang tool'< ofﬁ.ce, the .goof
ernment was forced to appoint him cl}lxa.m; p
the Military Affairs Commission and chie ;)e
the general staff. These appointments wshe
supposed to give him a freer hand (131111 n
exercise of his military authority, but Chia : sg_
soon stopped consulting the other c((i)mniln
sion members altogether and startes usH'gS
the commission’s powers arbitrarily. 1d
authority and role were fu.r'ther enhanc‘en
because of the continued rr.uhtary aggress;? !
by the Japanese and the internal war t! ;
Nanjing had to wage against the Comn}un}; e:l
It must be remembered that Wang Jing el
was no more enamored of the Communi.
hiang.
than vggigng a{gso made effective use of t}tlet
various party, civil, and military factions tua_
dominated politics and were sworndto slop_
ort him. Over and above all these eved ,¥
fnents, Chiang’s relatives H. H. Kung arl; ‘nei
V. Soong held important posts in tb? ca 1:1 i~
and could thwart Wang ng—wells ) frus'_
Indeed, by the end of 1932 Wang felt 819 fros
trated that he departed for Europe ;)l o
months, leaving the government in the ha
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of T. V. Soong. It should be noted that during had humbled himself, the arrogant and self-

the years 1982-1935 Chiang did not occupy  confident commander of the Japanese navy
the position of absolute power that he had marched his marines into Chapei to remove
before his resignation; despite his frustra-  al “hostile defenses.” But he had not reck-
tions, Wang Jing-wei was the head of the civil oned that the locally stationed troops of the
government. If most foreigners continued to  Nineteenth Route Army would offer a stiff

look on Chiang as the number-one person in  resistance. Infuriated, the Japanese com-
China, as no doubt many of the Chinese did,

too, it was only because in those troubled
years the commander of the armed forces was

always in the news and in the public eye.

More Trouble with Japan—The Shanghai
Incident: 1932. The strong anti-Japanese feel-
ings, which were further inflamed by the col-
lapse of Jinzhou, created an explosive situa-
tion in Shanghai, where several thousand
Japanese resided in the International Settle-
ment or the adjoining Chinese district of
Chapei. On January 18 a group of Japanese
was attacked by some Chinese, and one per-
son subsequently died of his injuries. The
Chinese police arrived too late to arrest the
culprits. Over the next few days some of the

local Japanese residents retaliated by attack-

ing Chinese property; other Japanese held a

mass protest meeting and passed resolutions

calling on the Japanese government to send a
military force to suppress the anti-Japanese
activities.

The Japanese consul-general then pre-
sented to the mayor of Shanghai a series of
demands, the most important of which were a
formal apology, arrest of those responsible
for the death of the Japanese, suppression of
the anti-Japanese movement, and immediate
dissolution of all anti-Japanese organizations.
The mayor protested that he could not com-
ply with the last three demands. However,
when the commander of the Japanese naval
forces lying off Shanghai threatened to take
direct action if a satisfactory reply was not
forthcoming, and faced with an ultimatum
(deadline 6 P.M., January 27, 1932), the
mayor accepted the demands. To prove his
sincerity, the mayor went so far as to order

the Shanghai Anti-Japanese National Salva-
tion Association to close down.

On the night of January 28, with no con-
sideration of the manner in which the mayor

mander ordered an aerial bombardment of
Chapei and sent for reinforcements from
Japan.

Despite the terrible civilian losses and
materijal destruction, the Japanese reign of
terror could not immediately subdue the
fighting spirit of the Chinese troops. War con-
tinued through February. By the end of this
period about 50,000 japanese troops and a
flotilla of cruisers and destroyers had been
rushed to Shanghai. Three cruisers and four
destroyers were sent upstream and anchored
off Nanjing; one of them even fired a few
rounds into the capital city. The Nationalist
government moved to Luoyang. The Chinese
forces, however, could no longer defend
their positions after the Japanese landed
troops in the open country near Wusong and
outflanked Chapei. After 33 days of a bloody

but heroic defense, the Chinese troops were
forced to withdraw and a truce was declared
(March).

The Nineteenth Route Army had

become a national symbol of courage and
patriotism, and the names of their command-
ers became household words. Shortly after
the signing of the truce Chiang moved the
Nineteenth Route Army from Shanghai to
Fujian (May 1932), ostensibly to fight the
Communists entrenched there. It has been
suggested that since this army belonged to
the Guangdong faction of the Guomindang
and therefore did not owe loyalty to Chiang

Kai-shek, its popularity posed a threat to Chi-

ang’s power and he hoped that it would be
destroyed by the Communist forces. This
would perhaps explain why the Nineteenth
Route Army later revolted against Nanjing.

The truce agreement with Japan was, to
say the least, extremely unpopular. Many felt
that the Nationalist government should have
made an all-out effort against the enerny. But
Chiang saw the situation differently. Shang-
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On the night of January 23 the Japanese
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d pockers under e, Creav‘vt}fgr: Itllrle Great Wall meets the Yel-

low Sea) and forcibly occupied it after bom-

dered Zhang Xue-liang to
move his troops north to protect Jehol. This

anese foreign minister declared that

i dividing line between
Tlhe Great Wall is the : '
[China on the one hand and Manchuria and Mon

. The so-called Jehol question is purely a matter

On February 25, 1933, th'e day after téle
assembly of the League of Nations adopteoat
econd resolution that its members would not recog
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nize Manchukuo, the Japanese Kwantung
Army invaded Jehol and within days took it
over. In the next two months the Japanese

occupied the passes in the Great Wall and included sophisticated weapons (scouting
threatened Beiping itself. The Nationalist

planes and bombers) and a group of Ger-
troops made a better showing in Hebei than man generals (inciuding Von Seeckt, who
Fhey had in Jehol, but in the long run Nan- later commanded Hitler’s army of occupa-
Jing had to acquiesce to Japanese demands tion in Belgium) who were helping to train
and sign a truce agreement (Tanggu, May 31, the troops in techniques of modern warfare.
1933). The humiliating agreement allowed Chiang borrowed traditional elements from
for the creation of a demilitarized, neutral the tactics employed by Zeng Guo-fan to sup-
zone between the Great Wall and Beiping, an press the Taiping rebels: Increase the sense
autonomous buffer zone in China pro

18 per of loyalty and discipline among the troops
where Nanjing could not exercise its sover- and raise their morale by combating corrup-

eignty to post Chinese troops but where the tion; establish strict control over the coun-
Japanese, by virtue of the Boxer protocol, tryside surrounding the enemy by raising
could maintain garrisons. self-defense units in the villages and intro-

Chiang Kai-shek looked on these devel- ducing a system of mutual responsibility on
opments as a national humiliation, but he still the “bao-jia” basis. The aim was to deny the
maintained that Nanjing’s enemy of the enemy support or help from the surround-
moment was the CPC and its soviets: ing countryside and force it to withdraw

into an ever-shrinking pocket. Chiang
called this plan “70 percent political, 30 per-

and made careful preparations to ensure
success. His strategies were both modern
and traditional. The modern elements

Our country is confronted with a crisis which is
both inter.nal and external: Internally, the ruthless  cent military.”
Communists have been killing a.nd bqrq1ng day Chiang discarded conventional modern
after day. Externally the Japanese imperialists have 1, 0o pitched battles and attack. His army
been commxmng mcess?mt aggr?SSlon against our f nearl 800.000 moved slowl buildin
country. The Japanese imperialists attack us and © U ’ U J
even plan for our extinction. Owing to the exiss ' oads an’d countl‘ess blockhousgs Intercon-
tence of the Communist bandits, we cannot offer ~Nected with machine-gun and artillery fire. It
unified, effective resistance to the aggressor . . . imposed an economic blockade on the
Internal disorder is the surest way to invite foreign =~ enemy and forced it to counterattack.
aggression.? While the Nationalist troops were con-
verging on the Jiangxi soviet and all appeared
to go well with the campaign, an incident
took place that proved (if proof was still nec-
essary) that Nanjing commanded precious lit-
tle unity within its own ranks. In November
the Nineteenth Route Army, posted in Fujian
and supposedly playing an important part in
the current anti-Communist campaign,
revolted and proclaimed the establishment of
the People’s Revolutionary Government.
Some of the generals of the Nineteenth
Route Army, the anti-Japanese heroes from
Shanghai who had long harbored ill will
against Chiang, were persuaded by certain
anti-Chiang liberal and left-wing Guomin-
dang politicians that they would get popular
support and the backing of various warlords if
they called for a national united front to fight

But the fourth campaign against Jiangxi
ended as disastrously as the previous three.
By March the Nationalist armies were in dis-
array; three divisions had been destroyed,
and over 20,000 soldiers had been taken pris-
oner. But if they had failed to dislodge the
Communists, the Communists also had failed
to force the Guomindang withdrawal from

Jiangxi.

The Last Anti-Communist Campaign:
1933-1934. Correctly believing that the Japan-
ese had achieved their immediate goals and
were unlikely to create any more trouble for
some time, Chiang Kai-shek turned his full
attention to the anti-Communist campaign.
He moved his headquarters to Nanchang
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West and Japan in the East, in March 1935 Nationa
sold the Chinese Eastern Railway to be bent on appeasing Japan and repressing
Manchukuo (which meant to the Japanese) anti-Japanese nationalist organizations. On
in an effort to consolidate its eastern front. November 1, Wang Jing-wei, who was suspect-
This sale naturally also aided Japan’s consoli- ed of personally being pro-Japanese, was shot
dation of power in Manchuria and eliminated and wounded by an irate citizen. Wang
Chinese national interests in the railway. resigned his official posts and left for Europe
In May, on the pretext that two Chinese to seek medical care, whereupon Chiang Kai-
editors of pro-Japanese newspapers had been  shek was elected to replace him as president
assassinated in Tianjin, allegedly by anti- of the executive Yuan (prime minister).
Japanese elements, the Japanese army Chiang, once again the civil and mili-
demonstrated before the offices of the Hebei tary leader of the Nationalist government,
provincial government and Japan pressured was now forced to face the brunt of all the
Nanjing to agree to the withdrawal of Nation- criticism: from patriotic nationalistic Chi-
alist troops from Hebei and the abolition of nese, who demanded resistance to Japan;
all Guomindang secret service organizations from politically active students, who re-creat-
in Beiping, Tianjin, and the province of ed the spirit of the May Fourth Movement
Hebei (Ho-Umezu Agreement, June 1935). (known as the December Ninth Movement
Elsewhere, using a similarly flimsy pre- after a demonstration on that date in Beip-
text, the Japanese pressured Nanjing to dis- ing); from liberals, who wanted reforms that
solve the Guomindang organs in Chahar, would make the Guomindang more demo-
vacate their troops from central north Cha- cratic; and from the Communists, who
har, and suppress all anti-Japanese organiza- exploited the situation by advocating a united
tions. front to fight the Japanese.

If Nanjing hoped that these concessions The Japanese-sponsored autonomy
would placate the Japanese and help to bring movement in the northern provinces was vig-
about a rapprochement between China and orously opposed by students and professors
Japan, it was mistaken. By September the in Beiping. In November they passed a reso-
Japanese military, which was acting with hard- lution urging the central government to “use
ly any restraints from Tokyo, began to hintat  the strength of the entire nation to maintain
the need to remove the five northern the territorial and administrative integrity of
provinces of Hebei, Shandong, Shanxi, Cha- China.” The resolution was signed by the
har, and Suiyuan from Nationalist jurisdic- chancellors of Beijing National, Qinghua
tion and make them “autonomous.” It was (Tsinghua), and Yanjing (Yenching) universi-
made to appear that the local Chinese them- ties as well as by professor Hu Shi and several
selves were demanding autonomy. As an other cultural and educational leaders,
example of how this could be implemented, The Japanese, behaving as if they were
the Japanese established the East Hebei Anti- already masters of Beiping, forcibly detained
Communist Autonomous Government, a the chancellor of Beijing National University

puppet regime staffed by Chinese collabora- for questioning. This was the background to
tors (November). the December Ninth Movement, and it led to
From January 1932 to November 1935, a massive resurgence of student demonstra-
China’s foreign policy was conducted by tions in almost every city of China; associa-
Wang Jing-wei in his capacity as prime minis- tions for national salvation, backed by Com-
ter and foreign minister. Although Chiang munists and liberal thinkers, were formed
Kai-shek’s influence in the formulation of for-  across the country.
eign policy was not nominal, he remained in Hoping to take the initiative out of
the background. Inside China mounting pub-  Japanese hands Chiang, in December 1935,
lic sentiment against Japan was coupled with  trie

d to solve the autonomy issue by reorgan-
a sense of frustration and anger against the izing the government of the Hebei-Chahar

list government which appeared to
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the Communists thus came to a virtua .

Chiang was not entirely ignorant of Zhang's

The Xian Incident: December 1936

northern Chi

apanese pressure on _ !

{hg Nanjinpg regime had create:d&nat_lonalfstel'rlle

timent that opposed the continuation % the

civil war between the Nationalists én -

i Guangdong-Guang:

ommunists. Even the . .

VC\:rarlords stirred up an abortive 'rebelhigsil:t
1936, ostensibly to force Nanjing to

was busy from June to October suppressing
the Guangdong-Guangxi warlords. In Octo.
ber Chiang visited Xian to impress on Zhang
and Yang the need to vigorously carry out
the annihilation campaign. He reprimanded
them for their halfhearted approach and, of
course, rejected their suggestions regarding
a united front. Chiang then moved tq
Luoyang and began personally to map out
plans for the campaign. He redeployed 30 of
his crack divisions and ordered the air force

to the front.

On December 4 Chiang returned to
Xian to announce that the campaign would
be launched on December 12. Having failed
to convince Chiang of their point of view,
Zhang and Yang faced the prospect of either
fighting the Communists—which they them-
selves were not inclined to do, and their offi-
cers and men may have refused to do—or fac-
ing a humiliating transfer. So they placed
Chiang Kai-shek under house arrest (the
term kidnap, used popularly for the incident,
Is not quite appropriate) on the night of
December 11-12.

The next two weeks were a period of

high drama: Zhang did not know what to do
with his “prisoner,” who showed great person-
al courage and demanded that he be either
released or shot; the Communists were
caught by surprise—some of them (it appears
that Mao may have been one of these) want-
ed Chiang to be executed; Moscow, fearing
that the death of Chiang would result in civil
war and serve Japan’s imperialistic designs,
called for the release of Chiang and forced
the CPC to follow suit; for reasons similar to
those of the Soviets, the British and the Amer-
icans also wanted to see Chiang released;
some pro-Japanese and anti-Chiang Chinese
called for punitive action against the rebels,
including aerial bombardment of Xian, with-
out regard to the fact that this would endan-
ger Chiang’s life.

Zhang Xue-liang was caught in a dilem-
ma. He had wanted to remonstrate with Chi-
ang but was not a disloyal officer who wanted
to get rid of his commander-in-chief. He invit-
ed a Communist delegation, headed by Zhou

En-lai, to Xian and also welcomed a group
from Nanjing that included Soong Mei-ling
(Chiang’s wife), T. V. Soong, and William
Henry Donald (Chiang’s friend and advi-
sor). The secret and open negotiations
among the three parties, Zhang/Yang, the
CGommunists, and Chiang’s people from.
Nanjing, were carried on until December 24,
when agreement was reached on six points.
The most important of them called for end-
ing the anti-Communist war and establishing
a united front to fight the Japanese. Accord-
ing to recent revelations by Beijing, Zhou
En-lai finally met Chiang Kai-shek on
December 24, and Chiang accepted the six-
point proposal. In Chiang’s published
account, he denied any such pledge. But
from later developments one can surmise
that Chiang, although he signed no docu-
ments, did agree to form some kind of a
united front with the Communists.

Against the wishes of many in Xian who
would have liked to lay down conditions for
Chiang’s release, Zhang Xue-liang saved Chi-
ang’s face by spiriting him out of Xian on
December 25. Zhang accompanied Chiang to
Nanjing, where Zhang was put under house
arrest as Chiang’s prisoner.

Ironically, the Xian incident created a
strong nationwide adverse reaction to Chi-
ang’s detention, and the generalissimo
regained much of the stature he had
acquired during the northern expedition.
When the news of his release was broadcast,
there was spontaneous rejoicing, and expres-

sions of relief and thanksgiving were voiced
everywhere. His authority was strengthened
further when it came to be known that the
civil war was over and that Chiang was going
to lead the nation against Japan.

Since the actual conditions under
which the united front was to function were
yet to be fully defined, the first months of
1937 were spent by the two sides exchanging
proposals and counterproposals. Before the
final agreement could be announced, the war
with Japan had begun on July 7, 1937. Under
the terms of their collaboration, the CPC dis-
continued its policy of armed uprising to
overthrow the Nationalist government,
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THE MODERNIZATION OF CHINA:
1928-1937

destroyed it. Most scholars have blame_d gﬁg
ang Kai-shek for Nanjing’s failures. It 15 e
that Chiang emerged as the key filgurseno_
China and soon after the start of the Si
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a modern hotel with modern conveniences

like flush toilets and bathtubs, travel in popularized. To achieve this end, 95 rules of
imported limousines, use conveniently locat- proper conduct were enunciated and propa-
ed post and telegraph offices for sending gated among the people. Obviously Chiang
messages back home, meet Westernized Chi- was trying to utilize traditional morality to
nese who dressed in Western clothing and  inculcate new habits that conformed to ideas
spoke English (the most popular foreign lan- of modern hygiene (e.g., not to spit in pub-
guage), and do business with modern-style lic) and new attitudes that conformed to

firms and banks. modern ideas of loyalty and self-sacrifice for a
This thin veneer of modernization gave national cause. ,
the wrong impression to many who came to The heart of the movement lay in Chi-
believe that China had made tremendous ang’s desire to mobilize the nation on mili-
progress under the Nationalists. In the larger tary lines. As he himself put it, “Stated simply
context of the country as a whole, the [the New Life Movement] is to thoroughly
achievements of the Nanjing regime were sig- militarize the lives of the citizens of the entire
nificant but limited. nation so that they can cultivate courage and
The weaknesses of the central govern- swiftness, the endurance of suffering and a
ment, whose authority did not extend over all  tolerance for hard work, and especially the
the provinces, lay in four spheres. The first habit and ability of unified action, so that
was lack of coordination among the five they will at any time sacrifice for the
Yuan, the five branches of government; and nation.”'*
within the executive Yuan, the most powerful Within a year it was clear that the New
Yuan, the military was virtually independent.  Life Movement had failed because its neotra-
Second, since authority was in the hands of ditional ideology was out of joint with the
the military chief, Chiang Kai-shek, national needs of the times and because it attempted
priorities were viewed as analogous to military  to revolutionize society from above and came
goals, and 60 to 80 percent of the scarce to be identified with authoritarian and
resources were allocated to the maintenance repressive leaders who reflected none of the
of the military and the servicing of foreign New Life virtues in their own lives.
debts, both nonproductive expenditures. As for economic growth and develop-
Third, because a majority of government ofi- ment, China continued to expand, albeit
cials owed their jobs to various warlords and slowly, its light and staple industries and com-
influential politicians, the central bureaucra- munication systems, the foundations for
cy lacked cohesion and efficiency, which was which had been laid in the early decades of
made worse because senior officials had mul- the twentieth century, most of them centered
tiple overlapping appointments. Fourth, the in the coastal and riverine cities connected
government’s administrative control ended with the foreign presence. The Nationalist
at the district level, even in the provinces over government helped this process by introduc-
which Nanjing had direct jurisdiction. ing a2 modern financial system: an annual
In an attempt to provide cohesion to budget; streamlined revenue collection and
the government and the people and revitalize centralized industrial taxation; establishment
the nation, Chiang Kaishek inaugurated the of the Central Bank of China; restoration of
New Life Movement in 1934. According to tariff autonomy to China (a major change in
Chiang the revolution demanded discipline, the unequal treaty relationship); abolition of
which the Chinese people sadly lacked the likin tax, which had become an impedi-
because of selfishness and the absence of ment in the growth of internal trade; and the
social consciousness. However, the nation abolition of the variable unit, the tael, to be
could be transformed if the Confucian virtues replaced by the silver dollar (yuan) as the
of l, i, lian, and chi (propriety, justice, hon- standard national legal tender. The govern-

esty, and self-respect) could be revived and
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THE NANJING DECADE: A SUMMARY

Some historians of the Nanjing decade have
praised the efforts of the Nationalist govern-
ment, saying that although success was limit-
ed, the achievements indicated a trend that
would have brought unification and recon-
struction to China had the Japanese war not
intervened. Others have condemned it
because they believe that even if there had
been no war with Japan, the Guomindang
could not have brought about the socioeco-
nomic revolution that China needed and
many patriotic Chinese had been hoping for
since 1911 because Guomindang ideology
and organization failed to create the neces-
sary infrastructure.

The truth, as is often the case, lies some-
where between these two extreme points of
view. A decade is not a long enough period
for any regime to have radically reorganized a
state and society the size of China with its
multifarious problems. However, China was
in the process of change, a process that had
begun long before the Guomindang came
into power. What we must attempt to do is to
assess the impact the Guomindang had on
this process. Many successes of the Nanjing
regime in the modernization of China were
built on the developments that had already
begun before it came into power (e.g., in the
realms of education, industry, commerce,
banking, communications, and transporta-
tion). Similarly, many failures of the regime
were the result of traditional factors that still
were very much alive (such as the authority-
obedience syndrome, paternalism in politics,
factional loyalties, and bureaucratism) or of
the hybrids that had emerged during the last

half-century (such as the role of a modern-
ized military in central and regional politics).

What role did the Nanjing regime play,
in this historical context, in the process of
change? First, the Guomindang, after having
accepted aid from the Soviet Union, became
Bolshevized and turned against Western,
democratic political models. The party could
now compromise with tradition and confirm
that the state was more important than the
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individual, that democratic rights protecting
the individual (or for that matter, the goals of
democracy) were to be given lower priority
than the goal of unifying and strengthening
the state. It advocated the paternalistic,
authoritarian rule of a single party, putting
the party above the state. In this the Guomin-
dang had the backing of many intellectuals
who had become disillusioned with demo-
cratic experiments and who had shifted their
demand from individual justice to justice for
society. The frustration these intellectuals felt
with the Guomindang, however, was not that
the Guomindang had become dictatorial but
that the dictatorship was ineffective in work-
ing for the benefit and welfare of society. By
contrast, the benevolent authoritarianism of
the CPC came to be looked on as a viable
alternative. The milieu of the 1930s rejected
the liberal democratic model and effectively
killed the weak individual-oriented democrat-
ic movement that had emerged in the May
Fourth era.

Second, although the Guomindang
turned against the left and acquired a rightist
coloration, the revolutionary socioeconomic
goals it had initially advocated (e.g., the Prin-
ciple of the People’s Livelihood) continued
to have a strong appeal. The regime’s repres-
sive policies only made the intelligentsia
more acutely aware of the bankruptcy of the
party, which still tried to hide its incapacities
behind empty progressive mottoes and slo-
gans. It is in this context that the attractive-
ness of the CPC has to be seen; however limit-
ed its political power, the CPC held forth a
nobler vision of the future.

That politics in the 1920s and 1930s had
become more left wing was also reflected in
the growing field of modern Chinese litera-
ture, whose contribution to the making of the
new milieu cannot be overestimated. The
anti-Western, anti-imperialist reaction, which
had begun with the May Fourth incident and
the subsequent radicalization of the intellec-
tuals, had a strong influence in shaping the
literary world in the 1930s. Western imitation
was not given up, but the writers turned
increasingly to an investigation of the nature
and function of literature. Reaching the con-
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league accepted the ic}e?_that hteratux: Dore
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ment meted out to liberal thinkers arll Wn-
ers by the Nanjing government only rel
this trend. ‘
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Third, the Guomindang, while exploit- 1927-1935

. L tisfy the . 1927 to 1935 is
ing nationalism, was unable to sa The history of the CPC from :
nagtionalistic, antiforeign, patriotic urge for crucial to understanding modern China

i d to . o Mao Ze-
i ity. On the contrary, it helpe ; this time that Mao
national unity. On i iO:lSl between because it was during to enunciate
widen the gulf, albeit unconsciousty, dong rose to power and began to
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the army and on revolutionary strategy. This
body of ideas and theories, modified with the
passage of time, came to be known as Maoism
outside China and as The Thought of Mao
Ze-dong inside China.

The period 1927-1985 can be divided CPC Leadership: 1927-1932
into two phases: 1927-1932, when the CPC
headquarters remained underground in From 1927 to 1
Shanghai and soviets were established in the
countryside, and 1933-1935, when the head-
quarters were shifted to Ruijin and took over
direct control of the soviets.

From 1928 to 1932, operating in the
countryside in a relatively independent fash-
ion, Mao rose to prominence as a civil and
military leader. He proved that he had the
genius and the capacity to lead the revolution
by organizing the peasantry. But not every-
one in the party leadership agreed with Mao’s
ideas and policies. This became apparent
from 1933 to 1935, when Mao came under
attack and was removed from several of his
key posts. But the collapse of the Jiangxi sovi-
et helped Mao to return to power, and he
assumed leadership of the party in 1935, dur-
ing the Long March. He held thi
until his death in 1976.

Mao’s success in the late 1930s and in
the 1940s made him a legendary figure in
his own time and led to his virtual deifica-

tion. However, because he made serious blame the fajlure on the current leader of the
leadership mistakes that caused much harm  party and promptly replace him. Thus in
to the party and the country after the estab- 1927 Chen Du-xiu was replaced by Qu Qiu-
lishment of the People’s Republic in 1949, bai; Qu, in turn, was deposed in 1928 in favor
since his death many of his policies have of i Li-san; Li, who ordered attacks on
been denounced and discarded, and his Wuhan, Nanchang, and Changsha in
contribution to the revolution is now being  mid-1930, was ousted by the end of the year.
reevaluated. In 1931 the 28 Bolsheviks, a group of young
A debate continues on how far Mao Chinese students of Pavel Mif (director of the
departed from orthodox Communist doc- Sun Yat-sen University in Moscow and the
trine and added creatively to Marxism-Lenin-  chief Comintern expert on China), who were
ism. Even before the demythification of Mao  headed by Wang Ming, were given the leader-
began, many scholars had contended that  ship of the party. This group was also referred
Mao was in no way original and that most, if to as the Internationalists. By this time the
not all, elements of his ideas were available to Communist-backed, city-based labor move-
him from one source or another. It is not pos- ment had totally collapsed. No intelligent
sible here to relate the details of the Mao  worker would risk Jjoining a “red” union when
debate; it will suffice to note the techniques it was virtually assured that its members
and ideas Mao used to achieve his success and  would be massacred by the Guomindang.

the reasons for his failures. It should also be
noted that even Mao’s harshest critics recog-

nize his outstanding contribution to the Chj-
nese revolution.

932 the CPC leaders contin-
ued to formulate their policies on the pre-
sumption that the socialist revolution must
necessarily have a proletariat base; therefore
the party’s future lay in the cities. In this it
was closely directed by Moscow through the
Comintern. What was new in the picture-was
the establishment of the Red Army, which was
based in the countryside. Supposedly, this
force would provide auxiliary help to the pro-
letarian uprising. The party leader, not always
the secretary general of the CPC, himself liv-
Ing a precarious underground existence in
Shanghai, would evaluate the national situa-
tion. At some stage he would declare that the
tide of revolution was rising and the time had
come to occupy those cities where the prole-
tariat was thought to be ripe for action.
$ position  Orders would then be sent from Shanghai to
the Red Army in the countryside to attack the
targeted cities.
These operations invariably ended in
disastrous failure. The Comintern would
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Finally, at the end of 1932 the party Central with his style of party organization, guerrilla
Committee shifted to Ruijin, at last accepting  warfare, and the mobilization, of the peas-
the notion long held by Mao that the revolu-  antry. Here he enunciated His famous tactical

tion could be won from the countryside. guidelines for guerrilla forces: “The enemy
advances, we retreat; the enemy camps, we

harass; the enemy tires, we attack; the enemy
retreats, we pursue.”
After the disaster of 1927, when party mem- In 1929, forced to retreat from Jing-
bership had fallen from 60,000 to about gangshan, Mao moved to Ruijin in southeast
10,000, Moscow directed the CPC to carry out  Jiangxi. Under Mao’s guidance, this area
an agrarian revolution, arm the peasants and eventually became the biggest Communist
workers for “spontaneous” revolutionary base, the Central Soviet. As chair of the Front
struggle, establish city-based soviets (local Committee, Mao commanded civil and mili-
government of “soldiers, workers, and peas- tary power, and he increasingly used his own
ants”), and develop guerrilla warfare. Of judgment to strengthen the Red Army,
course, nobody was certain how all this was to expand the territory under his control, and
be done. Where were the new party members fight off the Guomindang anti-Communist
to come from—from the proletariat only, or campaigns. These goals sometimes meant
could the peasants be included? Where were  bypassing or rejecting instructions from the
the soldiers for the army to come from? Central Committee and, consequently, fric-
Should there be a standing army, which ran tion between Mao and the party leaders: As
counter to the idea of a spontaneous upris- early as 1929, Mao was criticized by the party
ing, or should there be only local recruits headquarters for allowing peasant mentality
who would temporarily join in a local insur-  to undermine the revolution and the party
rection? If all efforts were to be directed in  and for forgetting that the ultimate aim of
gaining city bases, what role were the guerril- the small soviets was to help the struggle in
las to play? Who was to train them and coor- the cities and not sink into peasant guerril-
dinate their hitand-run campaigns? laism. This was a touchy subject with Mao
The Comintern and CPC leaders pro- because he was convinced that only the peas-
vided a shifting theoretical basis for action, ant masses could help the revolutionary
but only those actually involved with activities movement. So Mao, in his reply to the Cen-
in the countryside had to face the difficulties tral Committee, although politely agreeing
created by the contradictory, vague, or ill- with the committee’s criticism, added,

defined guidelines. By early 1928 Mao Ze-
dong, Zhu De, Peng De-huai, and others, hav-
ing failed in their attacks on the cities and in
inciting peasant uprisings (Mao had led the
abortive Autumn Harvest Uprising in
Hunan), had taken refuge in the Jinggang
Mountains on the Hunan-Jiangxi border, tra-
ditionally a haven for bandits, and established
arevolutionary base there. The idea of organ-
izing a city-based soviet was given up. The
Mao-Zhu forces, about 10,000 strong but with
only 2,000 rifles in good repair, became the

nucleus of the First Division of the Chinese
Workers’ and Peasants’ Revolutionary Army; ever before that in the absence of any control

Zhu was the commander and Mao the politi- over urban areas and the proletariat, it was
cal commissar. In Jinggangshan (Jinggang from the peasantry, particularly its poorer
Mountains) Mao first began to experiment segments, that the party could draw its mem-

Mao Ze-dong and the Party: 1928-1934

[IIn our opinion it would also be wrong for any of
our Party members to fear the growth of peasant
strength lest it should outstrip the worker’s
strength and harm the revolution. For in the revo-
lution in semi-colonial China, the peasant struggle
must always fail if it does not have the leadership of
the workers [meaning the leadership of the CPC,
which of course in Mao’s mind meant the leader-
ship of Mao himself], but the revolution is never
harmed if the peasant struggle outstrips the forces

of the workers.!®

By 1932 Mao was convinced more than
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Party underground headquarters was still in
Shanghai, where party members continued
being caught by the British or the Chinese
police and incarcerated or executed. Ulti-
mately the situation became so difficult that
the leadership was driven to move to Ruijin in
the winter of 1932-1933. The International-
ists now increased their criticism of Mao’s
deviations from the official line, accusing him
of guerrillaism, factionalism, peasant mentali-
ty, and party monopolization.

Seen from the Communist side the sig-
nificance of the fourth Communist-suppres-
sion campaign of 1932 (discussed earlier) lies
in the fact that it resulted in an open clash
between the Internationalists and Mao over
military tactics. Chiang had personally led his
troops against the soviets in the central
provinces of Hubei, Hunan, and Anhui and
successfully defeated the Communist forces
there. The Internationalists, backed by Zhou
En-lai, favored a “forward and offensive line,”
which advocated the use of the Red Army as a
regular army (vs. a guerrilla force), which
would move “beyond the passes” (i.e., make a
preemptive strike outside its area of strategic
control to relieve the pressure on the

besieged soviets). Mao dissented. Basing his
opinion on his earlier experience, Mao felt
that the chances of success would be greater
if the enemy were “lured in deep” into the
mountainous base area and destroyed by
organized guerrilla tactics. Mao’s recommen-
dation was rejected. The Japanese activities in
the north, which diverted Chiang’s attention
from Jiangxi, may have had something to do
with the final outcome of the war, but the
Internationalists felt smug because their plan
appeared successful although the Hubei-
Henan-Anhui and the Hunan-West Hubei
soviets had been liquidated. Mao withdrew
from active participation in deliberations,
and his post of political commissar was for-
mally assigned to Zhou En-lai in mid-1933.
In 1933 the Internationalists succeeded
in diminishing the power of Mao Ze-dong but
the bigger danger facing them was not Mao
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y a part of but Chiang Kai-shek. Although Chiang had
the local party structure, for the Communist

lost the fourth Communist-suppression cam-
paign, all the signs indicated that he was
going to return and that the next assault
would be far more serious, perhaps impossi-
ble, to deal with. In fact, many local peasants
had begun to flee the area, and the CPC,
mobilizing for the Nationalist fifth encir-
clement campaign, found it difficult to reach
its quota of new recruits to expand the
strength of the Red Army to one million.

Under these circumstances it would have
been politically wise for the CPC to support
the People’s Revolutionary Government
established in Fujian by the Nineteenth

Route Army, which had revolted against the
Nanjing government in 1933. But for various
reasons this was not done.

In early 1934 the Internationalists con-
tinued to persecute Mao and his proteges,
one of whom was Deng Xiao-ping: Mao was
dropped from the Political Bureau (Polit-
buro), the highest organ of the party leader-
ship and removed from his post of chair of
the Council of People’s Commissars; and all
of Mao’s lieutenants in the Central Executive
Committee of the Soviet government were
replaced. Mao was now no more than a fig-
urehead.

On the Nationalist front, Chiang, after
having suppressed the rebellion of the Nine-
teenth Route Army, began his fifth campaign
against the Jiangxi soviet. The strategy and
tactics employed in this campaign were totally
new. Neither the Internationalists’ “forward
and offensive line” nor Mao’s “luring the

enemy in deep” could have succeeded in cop-
ing with the new situation. Both tactics were
tried after the Nationalists advanced into the
Soviet territory, but they were ineffective. The
Communists therefore decided, after radio
consultation with Moscow, to retreat toward
the northwest. It was during this “Long
March” that Mao regained power. Whether
or not Mao could have saved the Party from
this debacle if he had been in power is a
debatable point, but the official view today is
that Mao’s leadership role had been positive
and correct and that it was “because of Wang
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Ming’s ‘Left’ adventurist leadership [Wang
Ming was an Internationalist who had been
appointed head of the Party], the.: strugg’le
against the Kuomintang’s [Guom}nd,zlng s]
fifth ‘encirclement and suppression’ cam-
paign ended in failure. The First Front Army
was forced to embark on the 25,000-i Long
March and made its way to northern
Shaanxi.... The Red Army of 300,000 men w.as
reduced to about 30,000 and the Commun:lsgt
Party of 300,000 members to about 40,000.

The Long March: 1934-1935

The Long March, which began on October
16, 1934, and took over a year to complete,
was a desperate attempt at survival. A total of
about 100,000 persons, including combat
troops, cadres, and transport corps, carrying
as much equipment as they could, fled west-
ward. Women and children and 20,000 of the
wounded had to be left behind, protected by
inadequate guerrilla force.
. Thgre wg:le no definite plans about
where the Communists were heading except
that, at first, the goal was to joir} with the
other Red forces still operating in Hunan.
But the Nationalists had foreseen the possibil-
ity of this linkup; the Communists, who _had
moved west, through Guangdong into
Guangxi, found the enemy waiting for them
on the banks of the Xiang River. The battle
that followed devastated the Red forces. The
CPC, forced to give up its objective of joining
with the Red Army in Hunan, decided to
move to northern Sichuan, where th_e
Oyuwan Soviet, under Zhang Guo-tao and his
Fourth Red Army, was still intact. Pursued
and harassed by the Nationalists, the Commu-
nists lost one-half to three-quarters of their
force by the end of the year. They had also
discarded all the heavy equipment they had
ht with them.
brougAt this stage Mao reentered the leader-
ship circle with a suggestion that the Commu-
nists take the back route to Sichuan through
Guizhou, where the Nationalists were weak..
The First Army occupied the town of Zunyi,
in northern Guizhou, on January 5, 1935. On
the following day the leaders convened an

enlarged conference of “the Politburo

(enlarged by including pro-Mao .Communl'st

members who were not already in the Polit-
buro). The Internationalist.s came u'rxgler

heavy criticism for their theories anfl policies,

and they were blamed for all the failures and

setbacks suffered by the party; Mao gained
majority support for his mobile vyarfare and
guerrilla military tactics, for _w}_uch he ha.td
been disgraced. Zhou En-lai Jomed Mao in
attacking the Internationalists, ?.lthough
Zhou earlier had been working with them
against Mao. Mao’s resumption of cqr}trol
over military affairs (as chair of thg Military
Commission and leader of the First Front
Army), at a time when military affairs domi-
nated all other party affairs, gave him the
leading position in the party. Sl.nce.there was
no possibility of commumcating with
Moscow, Mao gained this status without
Moscow’s sanction. Mao’s position was finally
legitimized in 1943 when he became the
chairman of the party.

After the Zunyi conference, the Long
Marchers zigzagged their way tbrough
Guizhou and Yunnan to western Slchuan,
crossing fast-flowing rivers and scaling steep
mountains. Only about 10,000 of the original
100,000 reached the little town of Mougong
in June 1935. Here this bedraggled group was
joined by the 70,000 men of Zhang Guo-tao’s
much better equipped Fourth Front Army
(the armies were now called Frgnt }.\rmles).
Zhang, a graduate of Beijing Upwersﬁy qnd a
close associate of Chen Du-xiu and Li Da-
zhao, and who had been to Moscom_r 'and met
Stalin, refused to recognize the 'leglumacy of
the decisions taken at the Zunyi conference,
which had not been approved by a party con-
gress or by the Comintern. He believed that
he was the rightful leader of the party, so he
challenged Mao’s newly acquired status.

Zhang disagreed with Mao that the .Cornmu-
nists should march north to Shaanxi. Instead
he proposed alternative destinations. An
attempt was made to placate Zhang by mak-
ing him political commissar of the Red Amy,
which was divided into two columns: the right
column under Mao and the left column
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under general headquarters, led by Zhu De,
the commander-in-chief, and Zhang Guo-
tao, the chief political commissar. By this

time the Red forces had reached the town of
Maoergai.

them and hiding. their food stock. “Some
men boiled cowhides [left behind by the trib-
als] for twenty-four hours and then ate; or
they boiled big leather boots and drank the
broth.” Starvation, disease, cold, and acci-
This was Mao’s first struggle for power. dents killed off large numbers. According to
He solved the problem by surreptitiously slip- Dick Wilson’s calculation, of the original
ping away with his units of the First Front 100,000 only 5,000 had survived the Long
Army and the central organs of the party March.? ‘

while the rest of the troops were engaged in Politically speaking, this force and the
various military actions. According to Zhang poverty-stricken soviet it had reached in
Guo-tao, northern Shaanxi represented no threat to
the Nationalists, but the Long Marchers had
a symbolic value that far transcended their
numbers or their physical condition. They
pointed out frankly that Mao Tse-tung was playing  had become a legend: an indestructible force
the trick of the cicada shedding its shell. Taking led by an indestructible leader, who could
advantage of the occasion when the northern never be defeated in their quest for a just
route was cleared by the Fourth Front Army after society.

heavy losses, he went away quietly, without sparing Speaking in December 1935, shortly
a thought for the majority of his comrades and the  after his arrival in northern Shaanxi, Mao dis-

other army units.? played a remarkable sense of self-confidence
and optimism:

The extraordinary move of Mao Tse-tung and oth-
ers caused quite a stir among us. . . . Some of us

In a huff, Zhang set up his own Central
Committee and, instead of following in Mao’s  [The significance of] the Long March [is that it] is
track, decided to go his own way, southwest to  the ﬁrst. of its kind in the annals of history, that it is
Xigang. After many further hardships, Mao 2@ manifesto, a propaganda force, a seeding
reached northern Shaanxi in October 1935, Machine. . . . The Long March is a manifesto. It
In the summer of 1935 Zhang was forced to has proclaimed to the world that the Red Army is
revise his plans and move to Gansu, There 2® 2™ of heroes,.whlle t}}e 1mperlallst§ ar_ld their

Ee L running dogs, Chiang Kai-shek and his like, are
some of his troops joined Mao, but Zhapg impotent. . . . The Long March is also a propa-
with 20,000 troops marched westward to Xin- ganda force. It has announced to some 200 million
Jiang, in the hope, perhaps, of making con-  people in eleven provinces that the road of the
tact with the Soviet Union. He was routed on  Red Army is their only road to liberation. . . .
the way by a Guomindang Muslim general

The Long March is also a seeding machine. In the
and had to retreat to Shaanxi, a broken man, eleven provinces it has sown many seeds which will
no longer ina position to challenge Mao. sprout, leaf, blossom, and bear fruit, and will yield
. . i 2
For Mao and his men the journey from 2 harvestin the future.”

Maoergai to Shaanxi, through the Qinghai
swampy grasslands, had been difficult and
nightmarish. Short of food and medical sup-
plies, exhausted and cold, the Communists
had to walk through the swamps, where one
false step meant death. They had to drink
stagnant water and eat wild plants and often
had to sleep standing. When they emerged
from the grasslands they were surrounded by
hostile tribes, which fled the villages on see-
ing the Han soldiers,

Mao was right in his analysis. The Long
March had turned communists into national
heroes. Astounding stories of the stupendous
courage with which they had faced unbeliev-
able hardships and how they had sacrificed
every material need to keep the flame of revo-
lution alive, inspired thousands of youth to
join the party and thousands of others to

‘ acquire a new and a healthier respect of the
taking everything with CPC. The Long March also brought internal
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cohesion to, what was increasingly becoming
Mao’s party, by eliminating, or r.nargmahzmg,
the “left” and the “right” wings in the party.
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CHAPTER 7

THE SECOND SINO-JAPANESE
WAR AND THE RISE OF CHINESE
COMMUNISTS TO POWER:
1937-1949

In addition to regaining full tariff autonomy
in 1929, the Nationalist government recov-
ered control of some foreign settlements and
leased territories. The occupation of the
British concessions in Hankou and Jiujiang
by Nationalist troops during the northern
expedition in 1927 had led to negotiations
resulting in their surrender by the British.
This was followed by the retrocession of some
other, rather unimportant, British conces-
sions. Although British action may have con-
firmed the fact that all concessions and
leased territories legally belonged to China, it
had not in any significant way disturbed the
superior position of the foreigner powers.
During the Nanjing Decade nothing was
done to upset their legal privileges and rights,
which included extraterritoriality, the right to-
patrol Chinese waters and to maintain gar-
risons on Chinese soil.

Although the Chinese continued to
view all foreign powers as imperialists who
had reduced the status of China to that of a
semicolony, they had come to fear and hate
the Japanese the most. Japanese policies
toward China were, in part, molded by
Japan’s apprehensions of the Soviet Union
and its advancement of Communism in Asia.
And Japan was convinced that Chinese Com-
munists needed to be suppressed because
they were working for the Soviet cause. Japan
tried, but could not obtain an agreement

from Chiang Kai-shek for Sino-Japanese
cooperation toward this end; Chiang was as
eager as the Japanese to suppress Chinese
Communists but he was also a patriot who
could not tolerate Japanese expansionist poli-
cies. As we saw in the last chapter, by 1937,
Japan had established a major presence in
north China and that diplomatic relations
between China and Japan were severely
strained.

The Japanese concept of “cooperation,”
as the quotation below reveals, was based on
the notion that “East Asia” was like a single
‘house” (a single unit) jointly run by the
Japanese and the Chinese. Since the Chinese
were weak and had allowed themselves to be
enslaved by the West, Japan had the duty to
“liberate” the Chinese. Through a series of
strangely convoluted arguments Japan tried
to prove that it was a friend of China and that
its actions in China were all for China’s good.
Matsuoka Yosuke, who was later to become
foreign minister of Japan, expressed this idea
in a colorful fashion in 1937:

One thing is clear even to a donkey running along
an Asian highway: constant and hearty coopera-
tion between the peoples of Japan and China . . .
alone can work out the destiny of Asia . . . .
China and Japan are two brothers who have inher-
ited a great mansion called Eastern Asia. Adversity
sent them both down to the depths of poverty. The
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