160  Chapter 6

cohesion to, what was increasingly b.eco.rr{mg
Mao’s party, by eliminating, or r_nargmahzmg,
the “left” and the “right” wings in the party.
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CHAPTER 7

THE SECOND SINO-JAPANESE
WAR AND THE RISE OF CHINESE
COMMUNISTS TO POWER:
1937-1949

In addition to regaining full tariff autonomy
in 1929, the Nationalist government recov-
ered control of some foreign settlements and
leased territories. The occupation of the
British concessions in Hankou and Jiujiang
by Nationalist troops during the northern
expedition in 1927 had led to negotiations
resulting in their surrender by the British.
This was followed by the retrocession of some
other, rather unimportant, British conces-
sions. Although British action may have con-
firmed the fact that all concessions and
leased territories legally belonged to China, it
had not in any significant way disturbed the
superior position of the foreigner powers.
During the Nanjing Decade nothing was
done to upset their legal privileges and rights,
which included extraterritoriality, the right to
patrol Chinese waters and to maintain gar-
risons on Chinese soil.

Although the Chinese continued to
view all foreign powers as imperialists who
had reduced the status of China to that of a
semicolony, they had come to fear and hate
the Japanese the most. Japanese policies
toward China were, in part, molded by
Japan’s apprehensions of the Soviet Union
and its advancement of Communism in Asia,
And Japan was convinced that Chinese Com-
munists needed to be suppressed because
they were working for the Soviet cause. Japan
tried, but could not obtain an agreement

from Chiang Kai-shek for Sino-Japanese
cooperation toward this end; Chiang was as
cager as the Japanese to suppress Chinese
Communists but he was also a patriot who
could not tolerate Japanese expansionist poli-
cies. As we saw in the last chapter, by 1937,
Japan had established a major presence in
north China and that diplomatic relations
between China and Japan were severely
strained.

The Japanese concept of “cooperation,”
as the quotation below reveals, was based on
the notion that “East Asia” was like a single
“house” (a single unit) jointly run by the
Japanese and the Chinese. Since the Chinese
were weak and had allowed themselves to be
enslaved by the West, Japan had the duty to
“liberate” the Chinese. Through a series of
strangely convoluted arguments Japan tried
to prove that it was a friend of China and that
its actions in China were all for China’s good.
Matsuoka Yosuke, who was later to become
foreign minister of Japan, expressed this idea
in a colorful fashion in 1937:

One thing is clear even to a donkey running along
an Asian highway: constant and hearty coopera-
tion between the peoples of Japan and China . . .
alone can work out the destiny of Asia .

China and Japan are two brothers who have inher-
ited a great mansion called Eastern Asia, Adversity
sent them both down to the depths of poverty. The
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ne'er-do-well elder brother [China) turned a dope
fiend and a rogue but the younger [Japan], lfean
but rugged, and ambitious, ever dreamed of bnng(;
ing back past glories to the old house . . : an
worked hard to support the house. The elder . . .
sold him out to their common enemy. The
younger in a towering rage beat up the el’dcr-—-m.g
ing to beat into him some sense Df.slhdmefar;)
awaken some pride in the noble traditions o 1“6
great house. After many scraps the younger ﬁlna y
made up his mind to stage a showdown fight.

The showdown fight began in 1937,
even before Matsuoka’s article had been pub-
lished, and ended only with .the Japanese
defeat at the hands of tht United States in
1945. The Japanese had Presurped that tk}eg
would gain a quick military v1c'tory,‘wh1c
would lead to the fall of the Nationalist gov-
ernment and enable Tokyo to est.abhsh a
friendly puppet government in tha, as it
had done in Manchuria. Japan did not have

the human resources to occupy China physi-

China: 1934-1945

Maximum area under Japanese
control 1937-1945

—» Route of the Long March 1834-1935 |

AFGHANISTAN

by
¥ Qingdao

Yellow
Sea

% Shanghai
2 Hangzhou
SICHUAN Changjiang _ 5
Chengdu e (Y""gtzf’)‘"

East China

Chongaing o _ Sea
| TAIWAN

send gouth China
Sea ®

4]
PHILIPPINES [

Qoek

The Second Sino-Japanese War and the Rise of Chinese Communists to Power: 1937-1949 163

cally. Its calculations went wrong when the
Nationalists decided not to surrender but to
withdraw into the interior to carry on the war
from Chonggqing, which became the wartime
capital. Chiang Kai-shek had traded space for
time: he had abandoned China’s modern
cities and the industrial/commercial sector
for the agricultural hinterland.

Consequently, although the Japanese
did gain quick military victories, they could
only consolidate their hold over some of the
northern provinces; occupy the lower and
middle reaches of the Yangtze valley, which
contained the important industrial cities of
Shanghai and Wuhan as well as the National-
ist capital at Nanjing; and occupy some
coastal cities and the Guangzhou area in
south China (please see map). Vast areas of
China remained outside Japanese control,
and both Nationalists and Communists con-
tested Japanese attempts to control districts
peripheral to their areas of direct occupation.

In 1939, the Sino-Japanese war became
a part of the global conflagration, World
War II. The entry of the United States into
the war in 1941 not only diverted Tokyo's
attention from China but sealed Japan’s
fate. After Japan’s defeat the Nationalists
and the Communists, who had formed a
United Front to fight the Japanese, restart-
ed their old hostilities. The civil war ended
in 1949 with the defeat of the Nationalists
(who moved their government to Taiwan)
and the establishment of the People’s
Republic of China.

THE SECOND SINO-JAPANESE WAR:
1937-1945

The details of the Second United Front (see
last chapter) between the Nationalists and
the Communists were yet to be fully worked
out when the Lugougiao (also popularly
known as the Marco Polo Bridge because the
Venetian had mentioned it in his memoirs)
Incident took place on July 7, 1937. On the
night of what came to be known as the Double
Seventh (seventh day of the seventh month),
the local Japanese forces on maneuvers near
the Chinese garrison town of Wanping, a few

miles from Beiping, reported one of their sol-
diers missing. The Japanese commander
demanded that he be allowed to search the
town but was denied permission. Although the
missing soldier turned up shortly afterward, a
skirmish occurred between the Japanese and
the Chinese troops, with neither side gaining
any major advantage.

On the surface this was a trivial incident,
and the local Chinese officials tried to pacify
the Japanese to avoid further trouble. But
locally arranged terms did not bring peace.
Tokyo had decided to use the incident to fur-
ther its designs on northern China, and within
a few weeks Japanese troops in the area
increased from 7,000 to 160,000. Chiang
Kai-shek, too, concluded that the time for
determined resistance had arrived and decid-
ed to check any further encroachment on Chi-
nese territory; he ordered four divisions north
of the Yellow River, while suggesting to the
Japanese that the matter should not be settled
at the local level but diplomatically between
the two national governments.

Chiang, however, had not worked out
any proper plan for the defense of the north-
ern provinces. Indeed, his chief political and
military representative in the area, General
Song, made a detailed agreement with the
Japanese commanders on July 19 without
informing Nanjing. But “incidents” continued,
culminating in a Japanese ultimatum to Song
to withdraw his troops from the Marco Polo
Bridge sector by July 27. Song rejected the ulti-
matum but chose at the same time to withdraw
his troops from Beiping. When the Japanese
started large-scale operations on the morning
of July 28, 1937, World War II had begun.

The Japanese did not declare war on
China and continued to refer to this massive
military operation as the China Incident or the
China Affair. Nor did the Chinese, for that
matter, make a declaration of war until
December 9, 1941, two days after the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor and the entry of the
United States into the war against Japan. Itisa
reflection on the nature of modern interna-
tional law that until December 1941 neither
the League of Nations nor any third power

used the term war for what was going on in
China.
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The Second Sino-Japanese War and the Rise of Chinese Communists to Power: 1937-1949 165

The second phase of the war lasted
through 1938. Instead of driving on westward
to Hankou, where the Nationalists were
preparing to make the next stand, the Japanese
decided to consolidate their position by linking
their forces in north and central China and
encircling the Nationalist troops in the Shan-
dong-Henan area. The operation was far from
a total success. The Japanese northern
armies, coming south along the
Tianjin-Pukou railway, seized Jinan in Decem-
ber 1937, but they found themselves overex-
tended by the time they reached the southern
border of Shandong. Here, near the small
town of Taierzhaung, they suffered a heavy
defeat (April 1938). The Chinese armies then
managed to retreat by taking drastic action:
They breached the Yellow River dikes near
Kaifeng and flooded millions of hectares of
the countryside. This victory, although it
brought untold misery to millions of peas-
ants, boosted the morale of the Chinese
troops; in the long run, it had little impact on
the course of the war.

The Japanese then turned their cam-
paign westward and moved up the Yangtze to
Wubhan. By the end of October the great indus-
trial and commercial center was in their
hands, and the Nationalists retreated further
west toward Chongging.

The South. In the same month (October 1938)
the Japanese opened a southern front in
Guangdong and occupied the important port
city of Guangzhou, thus blocking the last
ocean route for Nationalist supplies from
abroad. Access through Indochina via the rail
route from Haiphong to Kunming was cut
with the fall of France in 1940; that via the
Burma Road, from Lashio to Kunming, was
lost when Japan occupied Burma in 1942.
Despite their success, the Japanese had
failed in their primary aim, which was to
destroy the Nationalist government and
replace it with a pliable, friendly regime that
would willingly collaborate with Tokyo. They
had achieved control over the northern and
central plains and the coastal cities, but a
much larger part of China remained in the
hands of the Nationalists and the Communists.
According to a U.S. War Department report

(July 1945), the total area of occupied China
proper in 1943 (i.e., China below the Great
Wall) was nearly 345,000 square miles, with a
population of 183 million. But of this area the
Japanese actually controlled only about 82,000
square miles, with a population of 70 million
(the total population of China at this time was
about 450 million); the Nationalists controlled
41,000 square miles (population 16 million) of
this supposedly Japanese territory; the Com-
munists centrolled 155,000 square miles of it
(population 54 million); and the remaining
67,000 square miles was “no man’s land” (pop-
ulation 43 million), contested by the Nanjing
puppet regime, the Nationalists, and the Com-
munist guerrillas.

Popular resistance continued to grow
and anti-Japanese feelings reached a high
point during the later stages of the war when
the Japanese in utter desperation unleashed
the barbarous policy of “burn all, kill all, and
loot all.”

From 1939 to 1944 there was a general
lull in the operations. The Japanese capacity
for further expansion in China was acutely
impaired when the United States entered the
war in December 1941. Chiang Kai-shek con-
tinued to fight halfheartedly, correctly antici-
pating that sooner or later Japan would be
defeated by the Allies. Having lost the biggest
arsenals in Nanjing, Hankou, and Taiyuan,
Chiang was left with a huge army that sorely
lacked sophisticated weaponry.

Harassed by the U.S. Air Force and fear-
ing that the U.S. Navy might cut the sea con-
nection with their Southeast Asian territories,
the Japanese started a series of campaigns in
1944 in south and central China to destroy
American air bases and to take over the
remaining southern railroads. The railroads
would have helped the Japanese to establish
an overland link with Japan-occupied
Indochina. But this was the last gasp of a
nation that was on the verge of total collapse.

THE WAR AND THE FOREIGN POWERS

When the Sino-Japanese War began in 1937,
the major foreign powers were sympathetic to
China but did little to help the country. The
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British maintained strict neutrality to protect
their interests in the Japanese-held regions of
China. In any case the attention of Britain a_nd
France was soon absorbed by the aggressive
policies of Hitler's Germany: Germany occu-
pied Austria in 1938 and Czechoslovakia and
Poland in 1939. This led to the outbreak of
World War II, after which neither Bn'tain. nor
France could be expected to come to China’s
aid.

The United States, which had yet to
recover fully from the devastating economic
crisis of the early 1930s, also followed a policy
of nonintervention and limited its actions to
the issuing of high-sounding moral statements
about the need for nations to observe interna-
tional agreements faithfully and avoid interfer-
ing in the internal affairs of other countries. At
the same time the United States continued to
sell petroleum, iron, steel, and other goods,
that could be considered war materials, to
Japan. The U.S. Neutrality Act (proclaimed
in September 1937) which barred the trans-
portation of arms, ammunition, or imple-
ments of war in vessels owned by the U.S. gov-
ernment or flying the American flag, only
hurt the Chinese.

By September 1937 the Japanese had
proclaimed a blockade of the entire China
coast, except for Qingdao and Hong Kong.
Although the blockade was illegal (there was
still no declaration of war) it resulted in thg
European powers’ canceling many gf their
military supply agreements with China. No
one wanted to annoy the Japanese, even after
British and American ships on the Yangtze had
come under Japanese air attack. .

A similar spirit of appeasement dominat-
ed the meeting of the signatories of the
Nine-Power Treaty (signed in 1922 to protect
the territorial integrity of China), who met in
Brussels in November 1937. Japan d1'd not
attend. While recognizing that the war in the
Far East was of concern to the whole world, the
powers felt it sufficient to urge upon Japan
and China that they resort to peaceful process-
es. There was not even a discussion of Japan’s
violation of the terms of the Nine-Power
Treaty.

Only the Soviet Union came to Chinafs
aid. Faced by potential trouble from the Axis
powers on both its western arfd eastern ﬁogts,
Moscow concluded a nonaggression pact with
the Nationalists in August 1937. Under the
rubric of neutrality the Soviets actually provid-
ed assistance to China. Between 1937 and
1939, even when the war in Europe made
things difficult for the Soviet Union, Soviet aid
to the Nationalists amounted to about $300
million, which more than equaled all the cred-
its China received from the Western powers
from 1937 to 1941. Soviet supplies, most of
which came overland, included aircraft, arms
and ammunition, military vehicles, and gaso-
line. Soviet volunteer airmen also helped the
young Chinese air force in the defense of
China. But aid from Moscow dwindled after
1939 and ended when the USSR, in direct vio-
lation of its treaty with China, signed a neut.r_al—
ity accord with Japan in April 1941. Soviet
national interest had prevailed over its solemn
international agreement with China. '

Germany, which had been helping Chi-
ang Kai-shek modernize his military and
whose advisors were still working for Chiang,
had signed an anti-Comintern pact With Japan
in 1936. It appears that Germany tried to per-
suade Japan to bring the China war to a nego-
tiated conclusion, fearing that unless Japan
could get out of the China quagmire, it wogld
lose its value as an ally against the Soviet
Union. However, the attempt by German
diplomats in Japan and China to act as media-
tors (October 1937) failed because the terms
of settlement submitted by Japan were to.tally
unacceptable to Chiang Kai-shek, who reject-
ed them in no uncertain terms (November).
The Germans lost interest in the matter
but negotiations between China and Japan
continued and although the Japanese
demands became even stiffer after the fall f)f
Shanghai and Nanjing, some in the Nationalist
party felt that capitulation would be better
than utter defeat. Wang Jing-wei was one of
those who would have liked to come to terms
with Japan. Chiang, however, stood. ﬁrm: Qn
New Year’s Day 1938 he gave up all his poh.tlcal
posts (temporarily) to devote himself entirely
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to the war. By the end of the month the two
countries withdrew their ambassadors; Japan
declared that it would no longer deal with the
Nationalists but would help in the establish-
ment of an independent Chinese regime.

In mid-1938, having failed to win over
Chiang Kai-shek, Japan inaugurated the
Reformed Government of the Chinese Repub-
lic at Nanjing but could find no Chinese per-
sonality of any stature to head it. The Japanese
approached some well-known figures such as
Wu Peifu, the veteran warlord who was living
in retirement in Beiping. But these people
turned down the invitation, fearing that if they
accepted it they would be looked upon as trai-
tors by their compatriots.

So it must have been most gratifying to

the Japanese to learn that Wang Jing-wei, a
leader who had been so close to Sun Yat-sen,
had surreptitiously fled in frustration from
Chongging to Hanoi on December 21, 1938.
Wang’s frustration stemmed from the fact that
earlier that year Chiang Kai-shek had been
elected zong-cai (the ttle is often translated as
Director-General, but since the office gave vir-
tually absolute power to Chiang, a better trans-
lation is The Leader) by the National Con-
gress. Wang Jing-wei, although given the title
of deputy-zong-cai, was left without power. It
was thus no coincidence that the prime minis-
ter of Japan made a statement on December
22, announcing that Tokyo was ready to col-
laborate with a new Chinese regime to estab-
lish its “New Order in East Asia.” Wang, who
had maintained secret contacts with the Japan-
ese and was known to have pro-Japan senti-
ments, promptly issued a telegram to Chiang
recommending that the generalissimo make
peace with Japan. Chiang, of course, rejected
the overture.

By mid-1939 Wang had made his way to
Shanghai, where he spent the rest of the year
secretly negotiating with the Japanese on a
plan for a respectable and autonomous Chi-
nese regime to work closely with Japan. How-
ever, this “new order” that Japan devised
made China a dependency. In early 1940 the
plan was leaked to the press in Hong Kong
and Chongqing. Wang came under strong

public condemnation in Free China, but he
nevertheless proceeded to establish a
“National Government of China” in Nanjing
that he patterned after the government in
Chonggqing, using the Nationalist flag and
swearing allegiance to the Three Principles of
the People. As head of the “legal” govern-
ment of China, Wang invited the Nationalist
party and government officials in Chongqing
to join him. Although some members of the
Guomindang Central Executive Committee
and a few of the generals went over to Nan-
Jjing, the gesture was largely futile.

By exploiting the declining fortunes of
Japan, Wang, from 1940 until his death in
late 1944, did succeed in raising the prestige
of Nanjing and gained for his China the nom-
inal status of an ally of Japan (October 1943).
Whatever else he may have failed to do, Wang
helped to ameliorate the condition of the
Chinese under his administration and was
fairly successful in keeping them from being
molested and attacked by the Japanese
troops. Consequently, when Japan fell there
was little public violence directed against
those who had run Wang’s government.

For  Chiang’s government in
Chongqing, Wang’s defection and creation of
a puppet government had been merely one
of a number of blows. In a manner of speak-
ing, 1942 was the darkest war year for
Chongging. The Japanese, having already
effectively blockaded the Chonggqing govern-
ment by seizing all of China’s ports, now cut
off its rail connection to Vietnam and the
road link to Burma. Although access to the
Soviet Union was still open, the Soviets had
turned their back on China by signing a neu-
trality pact with Japan and acknowledging the
independent status of Manchukuo (April
1941).

The American entry into the war, how-
ever, began to alter the situation for China,
and Chonggqing at last declared war against
the Axis powers. The Allies established a
China-Burma-India theater of war and
appointed Chiang Kai-shek as the supreme
commander of the China theater (January
1942). In the summer of 1941 a group of
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American volunteer pilots, the famed Flying
Tigers under General Claire Chennaljlt, hac,ly
already begun to fly supplies over the hl..lm%)
(the Himalayan Mountains) from India. In
1942, the group was given an official status as
the U.S. Fourteenth Air Force. Supplies by
air, however, were not an adequate substitute
for road or rail transportation, and many of
the heavier weapons could not be brought to
Chongqing. During the first three years the
total tonnage airlifted to China was about
650,000 tons, but nearly 60 percer.lt'of the
cargo was gasoline and oil, most of it mtenc}-
ed for Chennault and his air force. Not ungl
the opening of the Burma Road in 1945 did
the situation really improve for Ch_ongqmg.
From 1942 to 1946 the Urptec! States
gave the Nationalists nearly $2 billion in cre':d-
its and lend-lease aid. But more than the aid,
which in view of China’s size was not really
that considerable, China was at last accepted
as one of the Big Four, a power equal theoret-
ically to the other three allies. This great
power status was bestowed on China by Presi-
dent Roosevelt, over British and quxet obJ_ec-
tions, in the hope that a strong, unlﬁc':d China
would exert an effective influence in estab-
lishing peace and stability in postwar East
Asia. Britain and America revised their
treaties with China, ending the unequal
treaty system; they also pledged that
Manchuria, Formosa (Taiwan), and the
Pescadores would revert to China after Japan
was defeated. In 1945, when the United
Nations came into being, China was allptted a
permanent seat on the Security Council.

The Americans had been greatly
impressed with the image of the pl}lcky, .poorly
armed Chinese putting up a heroic resistance
against the Japanese juggernaut. However, as
Chinese-American military collaboration
increased and America prepared an extensive
program to train and equip Chinese air arllld
ground forces, frictions began to arls’e._T e
Americans became critical of Chiang’s inca-
pacity, or lack of desire, to reforrp the ineffi-
cient army organization and eradicate deeply
rooted abuses in the government system.
Impatience and contempt began to replace

ir original sympathy, and apprehensions
tgl';:; tcl)llztg Chianygrfl\gho }Zad 490,000 of his best
troops deployed in blockading the Commu-
nists rather than in fighting the Japanese, was
not directing his main efforts against Japan
but preparing for another war with the CI?C.
However, as Barbara Tuchman points
out, the corruption and the contempt were
mutually shared:

verage American [soldier] in Chmg, w1tl.1-
EB: ha;s ust%al beer and PX supplies for which [a.lr
transportation] space could not be spared,fc}x;
gusted by the surrounding squalor and fi td
which afflicted him with dlarrhez_l, worms :«n}x1
every variety of intestinal disease, ahenate.d by't 1e
callous cruelties of Chinese life, an.d \s{lth litt g
understanding of the long deprivation aral’f
hunger for goods that led Chinese theft a_nd graft
to flourish . . . came to regard a}l Chinese ':115
corrupt, inefficient, unreliable, trxple-damne ,
steal-you-blind, hopeless, sloppy sons-of-blches.
. . . The average Chinese found the Amerxcfans
stupid, profligate, coar_stc;i contemptuous, often
d easily corruptible. . . . _

bmltaelnacil-lease grovide% limitless opportunity for
mutual antipathies. No item, from medicine to
half-ton trucks, was not for sale on the black mar-
kets of Kunming. . . . Americans were not slow to
share the graft. Smuggling pf gold, sulfa drugs, for-
eign currency, cigaretts [sic], gems . . . wasC car-
ried on by American Air Force, At.'my, Red krosi
and civilian personnel for an estlﬁnated take o
over $4,000,000 by the end of 1944.

In 1945 there were 70,000 American
servicemen in China, half of them posted at
Kunming. The American attltude_toward
women was particularly ?epfehenmbl.e; an
official inquiry had to be mstm}ted to mvez
tigate the Bordello affair, which 1.n'vol.ve
smuggling girls from India and Guilin into
Kunngirleg;l more important was the frict.ion
between Americans and Chinese at the high-
est level. During the first two years of the
alliance, Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek put
pressure on Washington for increased sup-
plies by periodically hinting‘of a separate
peace with Japan. General Stllwell, a blunt,
outspoken man who served as chief of staff to

e —
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Chiang, found it difficult to work with the
generalissimo because Chiang was a master in
delaying tactics—postponing decisions, water-
ing down proposals, and avoiding issues that
did not appeal to him. In 1944, to counter
the Japanese offensive in China, President
Roosevelt asked Chiang to give Stilwell
unquestioned authority to command all Chi-
nese and American forces in China. Chiang,

who feared that this would lessen his military  tied down in China—troops that could have
and financial power, countered by demand- been effectively used against the United
ing Stilwell’s recall. Chiang reasoned that States in the Pacific.

since Stilwell had brought the message to

him, he had been made in effect Stilwell’s
subordinate, a situation no nationalist Chi-
nese would tolerate. Chiang threatened to

break with the Allies and fight the war with- If the relatively favorable prewar conditions
out foreign aid. So Chiang got his way, and  had not helped the Nationalist party to intro-
General Albert Wedemeyer replaced Stilwell.  duce reforms and truly reintegrate society,
In any case, the U.S. decision to attack the wartime situation could only make mat-
Japan from the ocean (island-hopping strate- ters worse. The Japanese invasion had not
gy) rather than from the Chinese mainland only cut off the Nationalist government from
reduced China’s importance in the war. The the coastal cities and the lower Yangtze eco-
United States also compromised on the nomic zone, the industrial and commercial
notion that China could become a great  areas from where it had drawn its income and
power and help in establishing postwar stabil- financial support, but also isolated it from the
ity. Instead, Roosevelt and Churchill turned rest of the world.
to the Soviet Union to play this role. At the In 1937 the Nationalists had moved
Yalta conference in February 1945, in return  some factories into the interior and later
for Stalin’s agreement to enter the antiJapan- tried to establish a few industries in west
ese war after the defeat of Germany, they China. These efforts were not inconsiderable,
accepted his demand for the Soviet Union to  but industrial production was still far below
be allowed to regain the rights in China that Free China’s needs.
it had lost to Japan in 1904. Despite China’s
theoretical status as a great power, this agree-
ment, kept secret from Chonggqing, decided
the future disposition of Chinese territory
without consulting China. The Soviet
demands included the restoration of the
Russian lease of Port Arthur as a naval base;
the internationalization of the port of Dalian,
with recognition that the Soviets held a pre-
eminent interest in the port; Sino-Soviet joint
operation of the South Manchurian and the
Chinese Eastern Railways; and the preserva-
tion of the status quo of Outer Mongolia,
which meant the recognition of the inde.

pendence of the People’s Republic of Outer
Mongolia.

Because of the adverse reports from dis-
gruntled Americans in China and the result-
ing negative image of China, many have tend-
ed to ignore China’s contribution to the
Allied victory over Japan. It would be unfair
to China to forget that the Nationalist army
lost nearly 3 million officers and men (206 of
them generals) in the war and that the Chi-
nese forces kept 1.28 million Japanese troops

NATIONALIST CHINA: 1937-1945

The scarcity of raw materials and fin-
ished products became a fact of life. Inflation
and prices spiraled, making life difficult for
the average wage earner; the wholesale price
index increased from 100 in 1937 to
2,617,781 in 1947,% and interest rates on loans
went up proportionately.

One reason for this development was
that the Nationalist government, deprived of
its earlier revenues, now became primarily
dependent on the land tax, which on the
average amounted to about 15 percent of its
total expenditures. The government financed
its deficit by issuing new notes, which in turn
contributed to the inflationary forces. The
note issue increased from 1.7 billion Nation-
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alist dollars in 1937 to 153,332.8 bl'lhor; rig
1948.5 Inflation bred mz:jgv&:i corruption,
tion bred demoralization.
CormF6ne segment of the populatlogl t}::
became increasingly alienated from t t(: gin-
ernment was the intellectuals. At thci. egad
ning of the war China’s intellectual elite n
accepted Chiang as the leader of the comtl ftg
and given him wholehearted suppor or
standing up to the Japanese. Entire ufmv xS,
ties, with all the students and pro essh 11:
moved into the sout%wﬁrest, cagu?v% a:e :er
ibraries with them. ey use
zberans of transport they could get and of:}elré
traversed long distances on foot. When e
war resulted in a stalemate and governmeto
policies toward the Communists be;glgr}llu_
change, the intellectuals became 151ller
sioned. Shrinking wages and sma e
allowances meant deprivation but mayl nto
necessarily have driven the 11}tellectuat2 o
revolt; it was the government's atteml{) Ny
intimidate intellectuals and suppress a Clnft_
cal and liberal opinion (c.ondemned as le i
ism) and its use of repressive measures ('Srl:lce !
as arrest, physical torture, an.d someti s
execution) that turneq their bltterncil
against the Guomindang into support for dt i
Communists. John King Fairbank recor ;
conversation he had in‘ 1943 w1'th til i
left-wing novelist Mao Dun in Chongging a'.
sheds some light on the plight of the writers:

[Mao Dun said] everyone is publishing more an(i
more translations because they are €asier to g]::
past the censors . . . (and) one is likely to r{laoi
enough to eat, whereas if you write anlafu'ncdethe
short story in the effort to feed yoursel a?liveli-
wrong idea slips in, there goes your r1cet -
hood]. He [said] the censor§h1p and secre pohas
are now annoying every writer he knows or
heard of.”

The press was gagged, and large 51'gns_
announcing “It is forbidden to discuss na.l:lont
al affairs” were posted everywhere. Secrle
police frequented restaurants, clubs,. schoo s(i
and colleges to listen to conversations an
catch the unwary.

. . 1
dding to this depressing 1ptellectua

envirc?nmengt, in 1943 (;hiang Kai-shek pllllll)s
lished China’s Destiny, in, which he gavi his
analysis of China’s ills and prescription for
treating them. Chiang dlsto.rted hls.to;*y and
used bits and pieces of undlges“ted in ”orthat
tion regarding the West to "prove that
China’s political, social, and economic pffect
lems all stemmed from the pernicious ¢ et
of the unequal treaty system. He casctllgz:i ed
Westernized Chinese mtel.lc?ctuals an fa Vo
cated the revival of traditional Con 1ucihe
social and political values, parucul?r{ he
need for the people to follqw author;t}fl (gfto
ly and unquestioningly. Chiang had faile o
understand both the depth of the poguthe
resentment against his government an be
intellectual climate of the day, as mafy ¢
seen from the following excerpts iro

China’s Destiny:

(A) We [can] rightly claim that the glnequ:g
treaties were the main cause for our fai urethe
build a nation. For the past h_undred )(riears{ticau1
oppression of the unequal treaties cause };10 i 2
disunity, economic paralysis, and social ¢ fao.so n
China. The people developed a sense of in grtlhe

ty; their ethical standards degenerated; an y
were unable to feel a sense of shame.

(B) After the conclusion of the unequgl treatllessE
China’'s academic and intgllectual c1rclfes .on
their self-confidence and blindly echoed ?rzlgc-
theories. . . . They came across Rousseauds ho
trine of “the natural rights of man” an dt t;r;
maintained that China's Revolution anh e
European Revolution of the 18th ar‘l‘d 19dt ce!
turies were part of the same fight for “free orrlla.so._
. . [The Europeans] subject to ruthlessha ;
lutism . . . [had no solution but] to fight for
freedom. the government of China under succes-
sive d}.'n.asties . .. generally adopted a magrgm—
mous attitude towards the people . . . Accor 1}ln(gi
to Sun Yatsen, “The Chinese people had longth a
great ‘freedom’ and it was not necessary for oy _em-
to fight for it.” Therefore, he said that t‘he o g;le;t
tive of the Chinese Revolution was oEposne to hat
of the European Revolution . . : T.o.remitf oe-
eign oppression, we must cu.rtal.l lriglmdua Te
dom’ and form a solid organization.
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(C) Today the unequal treaties have been abol-

ished. . . . Our citizens must awake and repent,
mutually encouraging each other to regard the
observance of the law [i.e., following the fiat of the

government] as a virtue and the shouldering of

responsibility as an honor. . . . To seek “free-
dom” we must understand its intrinsic nature; to

uphold government by law we must form the habit
of obedience to law.!?

As difficulties increased, Chiang
Kai-shek became more dictatorial and more
aloof. He surrounded himself with syco-
phants and 'yes men—mediocrities because
he put a premium on loyalty rather than abil-
ity. High officials found it difficuit to get an
audience. Often after waiting for weeks, they
would have to get the leader’s ear through his
charming American-educated wife, Soong
Mei-ling. The confidantes of his court were
members of three families, two of them con-
nected with his wife: her brother, T. V.
Soong, and her brother-in-law, H. H. Kun
(married to Soong Ai-ling); the third family
was that of the Chen brothers, Chen Guo-fu
and Chen Lifu (the organizers of the so-
called “C.C. Clique”). Between them they
controlled the party, the government, the
military, and all the national finances. They,

or those close to them, amassed huge for-
tunes while millions of Chinese starved.
Chiang, The Leader, held 82 civil and
military positions. He believed that he knew
what was best for the country and that he was
competent to direct personally all matters of
policy. He often interfered in the work of his
subordinates and did not hesitate to bypass
responsible officials to give direct and con-
tradictory orders to those below them. (It will
be seen later that Mao Ze-dong had a similar
view of his competence and leadership role.)
Chiang took an inordinate interest in trivial
matters, such as personally screening stu-
dents applying to go to the United States for
studies, while weighty national issues requir-
ing urgent consideration lay pending. This
practice led to confusion and a drastic
decline in the effectiveness and morale of
the government and military personnel.

One would expect that, as a military
leader, Chiang would at least have kept his
army in shape. But even here he lost contact
with the fighting man and tended to accept
the glowing reports submitted to him by his
corrupt but loyal generals. Indeed, on paper
the Nationalist forces looked formidable,
but Chiang’s armies were in poor fighting
condition, As General Stilwell, whose objec-
tive and expert judgment can be trusted,
summed up the situation in 1944, his find-
ings were:

1. That the average strength per division
instead of 10,000 is not more than 5,000.

2. That the troops are unpaid, unfed, shot
with sickness and malnutrition.

3. The equipment is old, inadequate, and
unserviceable.

4. That training is unexistent [sic].
5. That the officers are jobholders.

6. That there is no artillery, transport, medical
services [etc., etc.].!!

According to General Wedemeyer, Stil-
well’s successor in 1944, half of Chiang’s
troops were suffering from starvation.

When Japan surrendered suddenly
after the Americans dropped the deadly
atom bombs over Hiroshima and Nagasaki in
August 1945, China entered a new phase.
There was a moment of great jubilation, and
Chiang Kai-shek’s prestige soared again. But
nagging questions bothered thoughtful Chi-
nese, and only time could provide the
answers. Was the Nationalist government,
now back in Nanjing, ready for the task of
social and economic reconstruction? Would

the National Constituent Assembly, prom-
ised within a year of the cessation of the war,
end the paternalistic authoritarianism of the
regime and introduce democracy to the
country? Would Nanjing be able to pacify the
Communist opposition and re-exert control
over north China? As it turned out, the Guo-
mindang failed in all these spheres. By the
end of 1949 it was driven out of the mainland
and forced to retreat to Taiwan. Why this
happened may be understood in light of the
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Two of the CPC leaders who contended behind enemy lines began to clash over juris-
for Mao’s position, or at least strongly dictional rights. By the end of the year Wang
opposed Mao’s interpretation of Comintern Jing-wei defected to the Japanese and the
policies, were Zhang Guo-tao and Wang CPC was not sure that the Nationalist govern-
Ming. Zhang, as mentioned earlier, had lost ment would not come to terms with the
much of his credibility because of the failure Japanese. On their side, the Nationalists, too,
of his attempts to chalk out an independent had every reason to doubt CPC’s allegiance to
course of action during the Long March. Mao  the united front because, in the same year,
had helped in Zhang’s fall by not sending any 1939, Mao openly supported the Soviet-Nazi
relief when Zhang was under attack by Chi- nonaggression pact and argued that Cham-
ang’s Muslim -general in Gansu in berlain was as much to blame for the war as
mid-November 1936. After his defeat, when Hitler.

Zhang returned to the CPC headquarters In the winter of 1939-1940, because of
(Mao’s headquarters) in Baoan in Shaanxi, the lack of a unified military command, the
he had no army left and posed little threat to  Nationalist Ninety-seventh Army was attacked
Mao. Mao’s supporters attacked Zhang for by the Communist Eighth Route Army for
the crimes of “right opportunism, bankruptcy entering “Communist territory”. In 1940 the
of leadership with regard to the Fourth Front Nationalists started a blockade of the Com-
Army, and opposition to the Party and the munist base area and ordered the Commu-
Central Committee [the crime of ‘ban- nist New Fourth Army to move north of the
ditism’].”*® In 1938 Zhang defected to Chi- Yangtze River. On the pretext that the New
ang Kai-shek; in 1949, when the People’s Fourth Army had not followed the instruc-
Republic was established, he moved to Hong tions, the Nationalist forces attacked it and
Kong and later to Canada, where he wrote his  almost wiped it out. The New Fourth Army
Memoirs. was abolished by Chongqing, but it was
Wang Ming, a graduate of Sun Yatsen reformed by the Communists and continued
University in Moscow and leader of the 28 to operate south of the Yangtze. This was the
Bolsheviks, had become general secretary of first major clash between the Guomindang
the CPC in 1931. He was then only 24 years and the CPC, and it was an indication of how
old. From 1932 to 1937, Wang was Chinese the future relations were going to unfold.
representative to the Comintern and a mem- It is because of these developments that
ber of the Comintern’s Executive Committee; Wang Ming’s importance had begun to wane
he acquired the reputation of being a theorist and from 1938 on he came under increasing
and gained the respect of Stalin. It was to be attack from Mao’s supporters. However, Mao,
expected that when he returned to China in apart from outmaneuvering his rivals, had
1937, he would consider himself an official also proved that his policies could succeed in
interpreter of Comintern policies. He expanding the power of the CPC. The Guo-
favored close cooperation with the Guomin- mindang strategy of positional warfare
dang, even recommending the integration of (which Chiang also wanted the Communists
the Red forces with those of the Nationalists to follow) had led to defeat and retreat,
so that all armies could be under a single, whereas Mao’s guerrilla units managed to
unified high command. Mao, of course, did establish anti-Japanese guerrilla zones behind
not want to lose his capacity for independent enemy lines or in provincial areas where nei-
action. Fortunately for Mao friction between ther the Nationalists nor the Nanjing puppet
the CPC and the Guomindang soon proved regime had strong control. The only position-
the futility of Wang Ming’s stand. al battle fought by the Communists was the
The united front appeared to work fair- Hundred Regiments Campaign in 1940,
ly well in 1938, but troubles between the two under the command of Peng De-huai, who
parties began in 1939 when local Nationalist had not consulted Mao. The campaign ended
and Communist guerrilla forces operating in defeat and heavy losses.
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and the Comintern line, which cqnt’mued to
stress cooperation with the‘Guommdangf.
The membership of the party rose from

As the Communists manqged to enlmgz
their control over the guerrilla zones, t
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[TThere is still something wrong with our style of Sectarianism was an ass

study, with our style in the Party’s internal and
external relations.'*

The rectification of “work style” was based
on Mao’s “thought,” which had sinified Marx-
ism-Leninism, as the sole orthodox ideology.
As early as 1938 Mao had insisted that “Marx-
ism must take on a national form before it
can be applied.” Now he was going to see to it
that this was done, for it would not only bring
uniformity to party thinking but consolidate
his hold over the party.

Mao particularly denounced “foreign
formalism,” attacking doctrinaires who quot-
ed Marx and Lenin but did not comprehend
the reality of the Chinese situation (Mao con-
sidered Wang Ming as being one such theo-
rist). The campaign can thus be seen as an
indirect attack on the Soviet influence in the
CPC and Mao’s attempts to exert his inde-
pendence of all foreign interference and pro-
vide the CPC with an independent philosoph-
ic basis. Although the Comintern had not
interfered with the CPC since 1935, Mao wel-
comed its dissolution in 1943,

By 1942 Mao had written extensively on
party and military affairs and had even dealt
with theoretical issues—two and one-half vol-
umes of the first three volumes of Mao’s
works consist of his writings between 1936
and 1945. Although Mao was at his best when
dealing with concrete issues and his essays on
philosophical subjects displayed a certain
lack of depth, Mao’s writing provided ample
material for study during the rectification
campaign of 1942,

Mao’s goal of the rectification cam-
paign was to weed out three wrong tenden-
cies that he felt had emerged in the work style
of party members: subjectivism, sectarianism,
and formalism. Subjectivism, which led to dog-
matism, came from overemphasis on book
learning (“many intellectuals . . . fancy
themselves very learned and assume airs of
erudition without realizing that such airs are
bad and harmful . . . workers and peasants
know more than they do”"®) and could be
rectified by involvement with practical work.
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ertion of independ-
ence and an incapacity to wholeheartedly
subordinate oneself to the majority decision
as represented in central orders. Formalism
was reflected in stereotyped writing, replete
with meaningless but high-sounding quota-
tions from theories worked out in the Soviet
Union that had little relevance to Chinese
reality. Such writing intimidated the people

rather than establishing communication with
them.

During the campaign, all party mem-
bers were ordered to devote two to three
months to study and discuss designated mate-
rials, critically analyze their own behavior and
attitudes and allow others to criticize them,
make public confessions of their failings, and
thus rectify their erroneous ideas. The cam-
paign lasted two years and stilled all opposi-
tion to Mao. Those who still disagreed with
the “Great Helmsman” learned to keep their
thoughts to themselves. The guidelines
worked out by Zhou En-lai for himself during

zheng feng are a good example of basic Maoist
thought:

1. Study diligently, grasp essentials, concen-
trate on one subject rather than seeking a
superficial knowledge of many.

2. Work hard and have a plan, a focus and a
method.

3. Combine study with work. . . .

4. On the basis of principles, resolutely combat
all incorrect ideology in others as well as in
myself.

5 [M]ake the most of my strength and take
concrete steps to overcome my weaknesses,

6. Never become alienated from the masses;
learn from them and help them. Lead a col-
lective life. . . .

7. Keep fit and lead a reasonably regular life.1®

In 1942 Mao also addressed himself to

the question of art and literature. He
attacked writers for having petty bourgeois
ideas, for thinking that they knew best what
was good for the people, and for wanting
independence from party control. Mao
declared that literature must serve “workers,
peasants, and soldiers”; that writers must
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vision and join the party as “activists,” doing
various jobs for the party such as gathering
local intelligence.

In other areas where the party’s military
and political control was better established,
the party would go a step further and carry
out land reform by liquidating the landlords
(who were often Japanese collaborators and
could, therefore, be targeted as “national trai-
tors”) and distributing their lands to the
poorer segments of the village population.
This was a very popular policy and it gave the
party an opportunity to spread its ideology by
involving the peasants in the reform process
and encouraging them to denounce the land-
lords as class enemies. Mao, who had ever
since his 1927 Hunan Report (see earlier
chapter) consistently extolled the revolution-

ary impulse and the innate wisdom of the
peasant masses, could now apply his ideas on

a larger scale.

Mao’s approach may be condemned as
not being true to orthodox Marxism-Lenin-
ism but it cannot be denied that, during the
period of the Japan war, his populist policies
won the willing support of the peasant masses
and enabled the CPC to extend its power and
authority over large areas in China. And this

gave Mao an edge over Chiang Kai-shek when
the civil war broke out.

their understanding was of the Chinese reali-
ty. In some ways their failure can be com-
pared to that of the Soviets in the 1920s. In
1949, after having been thrown out of China
by the Communists, who established the Peo-
ple’s Republic in that year, the Americans
returned home to debate the issue of which
of them had contributed to America’s loss of
China.

After its entry into World War II, the
United States had two basic interests in
China: to mobilize the Chinese to help in the
war against Japan and to prepare a strong, sta-
ble, united, and pro-American China to
become the principal stabilizing factor in East
Asia after the war. Only such a Chinese state
could keep Soviet influence out of the coun-
try and become a substitute for Japan in bal-
ancing Soviet power in the region.

These two interests began to coalesce in
1944. To mobilize Chinese war potential
fully, the Communists had to be included in
strategic calculations; to prepare China for its
postwar role, the Guomindang government
had to be made more liberal and democratic;
to avoid a civil war between the Nationalists
and the Communists (which would draw Sovi-
et support for the Communists and might
result in Moscow’s domination of China)
after the collapse of japan, Chongging was to
be encouraged to establish a more represen-
tative government that would include the
Communists; and the Nationalists were not to
be given too much aid lest they feel strong
enough to start the civil war. But at the same
time, aid was not to be too little lest it keep
them from economic and political recovery.
As one of the American diplomats wrote in
1944, “[We must] use our tremendous influence
with the Kuomintang [Guomindang] to pro-
mote internal unity on a foundation of pro-
gressive reform (emphasis added).”® There
were, of course, differing views on how Amer-
ica was to achieve its policy goals.

The making of U.S. national policy
toward China was also affected by the chang-
ing attitudes of Americans in Chonggqing,
many of whom were academics (the China
experts) and journalists. Their personal sense

THE FINAL STRUGGLE FOR POWER:
1944-1949

The American Interlude

The Sino-Japanese War had drawn the Amer-
icans into the Chinese scene. The large num-
bers of American military advisors, diplomats,
and civilian China experts attached to the
U.S. embassy that thronged Chongging some-
how came to believe that they had the power
and the wisdom to guide the Chinese revolu-
tion and to help in remaking China. Since
they were providing aid, it seemed obvious to
them that they had the right to intervene in

China’s internal development. At least they

thought so until events proved how limited

()
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should the envisioned United National Mili-
tary Council. Hurley considered the terms
fair to both sides. Chonggqing, however, sub-
mitted counterproposals that the Commu-
nists could not accept, and although Hurley
optimistically continued the negotiations
right up to the time of Japan’s surrender, it
was becoming clear that the gap between the
two sides was too big to be bridged. As the
negotiations proceeded, Hurley increasingly
accepted the Guomindang line, which creat-
ed an anti-American sentiment in the GPC,
When the war suddenly ended with the
Japanese surrender, the Nationalists were not
in a position to reoccupy immediately all
enemy-held territory. The supreme com-
mander of the Allied forces in the Pacific des-
ignated the Nationalists as the sole agency for
accepting Japanese surrender in all parts of
China except Manchuria, where the Soviets
were given this privilege. After all, the Nation-
alist government was the internationally rec-
ognized legal government of China; even
Moscow had signed a Sino-Soviet Treaty of
Friendship and Alliance with Chiang on
August 14, 1945. So Chongqing ordered the
Japanese to surrender only to the Nationalists
and not to the Communists, even if this
meant that the Japanese had to hold on to
their positions and fight off the Communists
until the Nationalist forces could reach them.

hoped to win over the neutral Chinese lead-
ers and the third parties in China by this show
of reasonableness.

Hurley’s departure did not mean that
America had given up hope of saving China
from a civil war. General George Marshall,
handpicked by President Truman, replaced
Hurley and carried on the good work for
another full year. The Americans were now
clearly siding with the Nationalists and giving
Chiang all the aid they could by flying his
troops to North China and by allowing Amer-
ican Marines to disarm and repatriate the
Japanese. In contrast to the American
approach, the Soviets, who had declared war
against Japan on August 8, poured their
troops into Manchuria, refused to allow the
Nationalists to land at Dalian to take over the
northeastern provinces, and covertly helped
the Communists to build up their forces and

expand into certain areas of Manchuria.
However, the Chinese Communists had to
depend primarily on their own resources
because the Soviets when they withdrew from
Manchuria took all the industrial and other
equipment they could lay their hands on,
leaving some limited arms for the Commu-
nists. The Soviets, having gotten Chongqing
to agree to the concessions that the Allies had
promised Moscow in the Yalta conference,

finally declared in November 1945 that they
The Communists were ordered to remain in  would vacate Manchuria by January 3, 1946.

their positions, which of course, they did not;  Actually the last Soviet troops did not leave
they moved to strengthen themselves by seiz- until May 3.

ing as much territory and as many arms from
the Japanese as possible.
At this time negotiations between the
Guomindang and the CPC were still being
carried on. Indeed, Mao accepted Chiang’s
invitation for discussions and went to
Chonggqing in person from August 28 to
October 11, 1945. When Mao left Chonggqing,
Zhou En-lai stayed on to carry on the talks. By
November this phase of the negotiations was
over: Zhou returned to Yan’an, and Hurley
resigned his post. The only reason why Chi-
ang had invited Mao and Mao had accepted
the invitation was that both sides wanted to
impress America with their sincere desire for
peace, democracy, and unity. Each side also

Marshall was initially successful in get-
ting the two sides to agree to a cease-fire and
allow truce teams to monitor the front lines
(January 1946). The truce, however, broke
down in Manchuria, where the Communists
began to take over areas being vacated by the
Soviet troops and which the Nationalist gov-
ernment was determined to occupy. By April
the Nationalists completed their takeover of
Shenyang (Mukden), the capital of
Manchuria, while the Communists had
entered Harbin, Siping, and other strategical-
ly located towns. In May 1946 the Nationalist
troops defeated the Communist army at Sip-
ing and took away that town from the CPC.

Having suffered heavy losses at Siping, the
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Manchuria, north China, and central China,

winning victory after victory. nists was largely due to the failure of the Guo-
The new Nationalist constitution was mindang leadership which had fostered a fac-
promulgated on January 1, 1948, and in April  tion-ridden party wanting in principles; had
the new National Assembly elected Chiang  perpetuated a corrupt, nepotistic, brutal gov-
Kai-shek president and Li Zong-ren, the ernment that had lost the support of the peas-
one-time Guangxi warlord, vice-president. In  ant masses (who were crushed by taxes and
midyear the Nationalists appealed to the conscription); and had alienated the intelli-
Allied powers to intercede on their behalf and gentsia, the professional classes, the business
help in restoring the cease-fire. The powers community, and the bureaucracy; and which
rejected the appeal. The Communists agreed had, of all things, even allowed a military sys-
to reopen peace negotiations on conditions tem to emerge that depended on incompetent
that were totally unacceptable to the National- generals and inefficient and demoralized
ists. Chiang Kaishek thereupon retired from armies that defected by the tens and hundreds
the presidency on January 21, 1949, hoping  of thousands. The result was that many politi-
that Li could work out a better deal, but the cally important elements of the population
Communists increased their demands, which  had either begun to lean toward the Commu-
now amounted to a call for surrender, and nists or become passive observers—not turn-
used the three-month period of negotiations, ing to the Communists but not interested in
when there was a lull in the fighting, to saving the Guomindang, either.
regroup their forces. In contrast to the Guomindang, the CPC
On the night of April 20-21, the day was a highly disciplined, ideologically indoctri-
after the fleeing Nationalists had shifted their nated party that controlled a dedicated and
capital to Guangzhou and rejected the CPC efficient army and had the unquestioning sup-
demands, the Communists moved south port of the rank and file. In the areas under its
across the Yangtze River. By the end of the Jurisdiction and the population under its con-
year China had been “liberated,” except for trol (both comparatively much smaller than
Yunnan, Xinjiang, Tibet (which were those of the Nationalists in 1945) the CPC had
absorbed later), and Taiwan. brought land reforms, eliminated exploitative
On October 1, 1949, the People’s landlord and warlord traditions, introduced a
Republic of China was inaugurated in Beijing  relatively just and fair government system, and
with Mao Ze-dong as its head. The National- engendered patriotic and nationalistic enthu-
ists moved their government from siasm. It was this policy, and not any abstract
Guangzhou to Chongging to Chengdu and ideology of Marxism-Leninism, that had mobi-
finally in December to Taipei in Taiwan. lized the people behind the CPC.
Many of the foreign diplomats stayed on in At the establishment of the united front,
Nanjing; the one surprising exception was the the CPC had discarded class warfare and
Soviet ambassador, who accompanied the accepted milder policies toward smaller land-
mobile Nationalists headquarters until it lords and other nationalist-minded segments
moved to Taiwan. of population that orthodox communists may
have considered as “enemy classes.” Even
when the united front broke down, these poli-
cies (except for a brief spell in 1949) were not
changed because Mao had realized that they
were conducive to a more popular accept-
ance of the CPC leadership. And they did
help in gaining adherents among the intel-

lectuals and third parties in the Guomin-
dang-held areas.

At one level, the success of the Commu-

An Assessment of the Communist Success

In the final analysis the Nationalist govern-
ment was not overthrown by a “spontaneous
proletariat uprising” (as orthodox Marxists
would have wanted it) or even by a “popular
revolution” (as Lenin had achieved in Russia)
but defeated by an organized military govern-
ment using military tactics and strategy.
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CHAPTER 8

FROM “LIBERATION” TO
“INDEPENDENCE”: 1949-1958

When Hurley was trying to get Chiang Kai-
shek to form a coalition government in 1945,
he proposed that as a first step a conference
be held that would include representatives of
the Guomindang, the CPC, and other parties,
as well as nonpartisan leaders. In 1946, after
Marshall had managed to get the two sides to
declare a cease-fire, a “political consultative con-
Jerence” was held in Chongging, with CPC rep-
resentatives taking part. But by the end of the
year the negotiations for a coalition govern-
ment had collapsed, and the CPC withdrew
from the conference. The CPC withdrew
because Chiang had unilaterally decided to
convene the National Assembly and promul-
gate a constitution.

The National Assembly did meet, and a
constitution was adopted on December 25,
1946. It was a purely Guomindang constitu-
tion and ended all hopes for a reconciliation
with the CPC. In January 1949, when the
Guomindang tried once again to start negoti-
ations with the CPC, Mao demanded that the
1946 constitution be annulled, war criminals
be punished (Chiang among them), and a
new Political Consultative Conference be
formed “without the participation of reac-
tionary elements” (i.e., the right-wing Guo-
mindang leaders).

By summer 1949, when the Communists
had already occupied Beiping, it was clear

mr

that it was only a matter of time before the
Guomindang would be ousted and the CPC
would take over the government. In prepara-
tion for this eventuality, Mao Ze-dong direct-
ed the CPC to convene a Political Consulta-
tive Conference of its own, representing
various friendly parties and personages, as its
first step in the formation of a coalition gov-
ernment. The CPC thus took over the role of
the Guomindang.

In theory, by reforming the Political
Consultative Conference—now called the
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference
(CPPCC)—Mao not only derived his authority
from the Second United Front but also took
over the leadership of the “bourgeois-demo-
cratic phase of the revolution.”

In June 1949 Mao provided the guide-
lines of the government-to-be in an essay enti-
tled “On the People’s Democratic Dictator-
ship.”1 The article, a mix of orthodox and
semi-orthodox beliefs, reflects Mao’s view of
the Chinese Revolution, the current national
and international situation, and the direction
of future CPC policies. Many elements in the
éssay were to cause problems later.

The article begins by stating an ortho-
dox Marxian view that the ultimate objective
of the revolution, after it had led to the
extinction of classes and class struggle, was to
reach the stage when the state and the party
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