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manages w0 olfer up quite » uselul volume
thar justifies the term “political hswory”
Sims. u lomg-time teacher o the University of
London, clearty has a teacher's eye for what
is handy w the student—a dewled wble of
contents for quick reference, a glossary, and a
fine smnotatey bibliography.

Japanese Polincal Hiriory reminds us thar
Japan's pohitica) hisory if a8 Jively and vir-
jegared as any in the Wem, Sims s fully
aware of the shamcominge of lapansds pol-
i s—au horilananism, facoonal squabbling.
bursaucratic arfogance, campaign finance
shuses, and special nlerest imterforence—
and makes an effon 1o link those features to
their hustory, Bau he 15 also willing to
Elale s ¥artisi—atabihry, ltlll

here that lective polines commued

untll the very end and with more cab-

inc‘changes than in the Western ulhed gov-

ts thar did not unlike Germany, Hus-

sin, wmd ll.u]r devolve w0 the “leaderchip
" central 1o real coralitanianiom.

In comsidering Lhe Ocoupation, especially
&ulﬂ?mud:ujmﬁnn:wﬂlﬂum
Amencan reviaooikl conleabon that lapaneis
conservatives manipulsted the Amencans o
eviicerale reform. If anythang the Americaing
did the manipulating. cauiing widsspread
sonpernaton and uncerainty under imposed
reforms and purges. and got premy much what
they intended with & “reverse coarse”™ thot et
Japan up a= a Cold War ally. Likewise, Sims
skarts the revisiomist view of the malign influ-
ence of imperial sanctry. Sims’s account of
postear pohacs 13 ¥ conventional tréstment nf
factional stroggles and alignments that
scepunts for the juccesses and more iecent
failures of economic policymalang,

Ahogether, the book would Be a uceful
addition to the reading Hsts of undergradusis
o gradusie courses on Japan.

DAVID G EGLER
Western Llinois University
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Jushi, Sunjay
Fractured

Modernity: Making
of u Middle Class in Colonial North India
New Dellu: Oaford Usoversary Press
209 pp.. $29 95, ISBN 0 |9-564361-6
Pubicutson Duser July 2001

Froctured Moderniny is o good book: substan-
tuvely rich, theoretically well informed. and
based oo & variety of sources im Emglish,
Hindi, and Urdu. Sanjay Joshi critically
enguges & diverse body of wrikers, runging
from Habermas, to Christopber Bayly, 1o
influcntial members of South Agian hstory's
Subalern Group. He makes simulanng com-
purisont berween middle-class formation in
coloaial India and o Enrope and finds. over
all. that the proceyses were more simalar than
dissimilar

Jushi, & member of (he hisory departmant
at Northern Arizons University, anchors los
ook withnn (he conext provided by te north
Indisn city of Lucknow berween 1880 smil
1930 He s, however, never parochial in his
approach. lndeed, the book hay sectiony
where more discussion of what happened
specilicully in Lucknow would have been
welcome.

Joshi wrgues thet Indien middle-class for-
mation was 3 self-fashionped culmural project.
wherein & body of cducsted men, and later
some women, made themselves soctally snd
poliocally mmm:hmlwﬁm
preneurship conducted io the arcoa
of poblic-sphere pulitics. “The definioon and
power of the middle class in colomial India
came from s propagatica of ‘modem’ ways
af life” (7). The middle clazs made them-
stlves the urbiters of the idenlogy of vooder-
niry. both as is producers and as its products.
They crested an increasinply powerful posi-
tion scparaic from the previows eliie, whose
position they undermined, and from those
who had been he]nﬂm.-duwrl&nﬂ
they womtinued W clivm

Thpmdnﬁdh-dluﬂkq there-
fore, was closely uad o moderniry. Ui was,
however, a fractured modermary full of conrma-
dictons. as older and newer ideas were loose-
Iy tied together A commitment to democTatc
forms, progress, and itarian ideals coexs
isted with a belicf that the “beuer” service
cusies, who pensrally coastimted the middle
class, were paturally superiur to the lower
canes; reworked patriarchal and bierarchi-
cal—the teo were closcly linked—dens and
pracuces led 1o gender relstionships and
asscrtions of respeciability ihat were bodh lib-
eralory and oppressive; and concepts of inclu-
give secular patooalism, Hinde-Moslem
unlagomiam, and relipions nationalism coex-
isted. Changing conicats shaped the purticular
swnces of Locknow's middle class. Consis-
iently, though. the middle class pursued is
own empowerment and in so doing espouscd
a simatonally expedient, frwwred modamiry

In sum. Frocrured Modermiry is un impor-
wat book. Everyone seriously intcresicd in
colonial and postculomial South Asa showld
rend it Moreover, Joshi's comparstive stance

p"f"}‘rv" S,S\QE\'{J‘
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makes the book important for &ll social and
culmral historians mrerested in class forma.

uon und development

TAN 1 KERR
Unsversity of Maniloba

Rowe, Williem T.

Sisnford: Siuafond Usivervily Press
601 pp., $60.00, ISBN 0-804- 727355
Publicaton Dwe: May 2001

Crnfaciamem hat bean the subject of numer-
ous works of Chinese history. Recemly, lawe
inperial Chinsse eliles as a soclal camgory
have also been the subjec of inguiry of many
Chinese historians. William T Rowe's new
book, Saving the World, combines the two
and sers for iself a deceptively simple ques-
tinn: “What did the wndaviduals who inhabited
the cightcenth-ccorory Qng buresucracy
think they were doing™ Rowe iowends this
guestion 1o an miclevtal, even oniclogical,
rather than practical seose: His loterest is
how Chinese buresucrals of the =ight
mwlﬂmﬁ]mm
ery” and how they uwh-mund

«but in his capable hands the exploration of
one individeal becuomes the occamion for
investipation of a number of the most mmpor-
tani questuns regarding elite Chinese life in
the so-called High Cfing period. The sucvess
of the venture 1§ wnbetshle wn Rowe's chodce
of format: Rather than wirite w swaght,
chromulopcal eapostation of Chen Hongmou 's
life, Rowe instcad organizes ns book ardund
vinpus themes and subjecis (oane. pul.id:u
smudy, food, production. people, commumily,
and 50 on) end manopes both 0 dluminste
those broader themes through his dewalsd
study of Chen Hongmou and 10 more richly
poray the man by carcfully situating him in
& broader cumlext

Rowe is thus able ro resch un smportant,
and cosvincing, conclusion: rhat the “big
jdeas conventionally identified with the
development of clite comscwminess in early
mgdern Europe—siatism. liberalism. and
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