PSY340 Child and Adolescent Development
Northern Arizona University-Yuma

Spring, 2011
Time: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 11AM-12:30PM 
Location: AC280
Instructor: Dr. Sherri McCarthy

Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1pm-4pm or by appointment
Phone: 317-6411

e-mail: sherri.mccarthy@nau.edu
webpage: go to http://www.nau.edu/nauyuma and click on “faculty and staff.” Scroll down to my name in the directory, and click on the link that says “website” to the right of my name.

Course Description:  This 3 credit course introduces students to aspects of physical, psychological, moral, social and cognitive development during childhood and adolescence.  Theories and research in the area of human development are explored. 

Course Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, students will:

1) Accurately identify, discuss and understand major theories of human development;  

2) Use theoretical perspectives to examine human behavior; 

3) Recognize, describe and analyze varying levels of cognitive, physical, psychological, social and moral development during childhood and adolescence; and
4) Effectively communicate knowledge of human development in written and oral presentations.
Required Texts: 
Gardiner & Kosmitski (2010). Lives across cultures: Cross-cultural human development.New York: Pearson. ISBN-10: 0205841953
McCarthy, S. & Hutz, C. (2006). Preventing teen violence: A guide for parents and professionals. New York: Greenwood-Praeger.

ISBN:0-275-98246-7
American Psychological Association (2002). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association. (6th edition). Washington, D.C.: Author. 

ISBN: 1-55798-790-4
Evaluation Procedures:  Performance will be assessed and grades assigned based on points earned for quizzes, written assignments, class activities, presentations and debates.  Specifically, these will include:

Quizzes and/or class activities over assigned reading and lecture.
Discussion questions from assigned reading. Each time we meet you must bring to class at least 2 questions based on our assigned reading with your own thoughtful answer to each. These questions will be discussed during class, and may also serve as part of the test bank for the midterm and final exams. Each question will be worth up to 2 points and participation in the discussion of the questions will be worth 1 point.
Class presentation in which you will work with a small group of your peers to summarize, answer questions about, and analyze research and theories related to a particular Piagetian child development stage. Stage topics will include: Infancy/Sensorimotor; Early Childhood/Pre-operational; Middle Childhood/Concrete operational and Adolescence/Formal Operational. Information about biological, cognitive and social development should also be included. You will be assigned to a group based on your interests. Presentations should be approximately 20 minutes in length and include handouts, Powerpoint and other visual aids. More specific guidelines will be discussed in class. These presentations will be given during class on May 3.
Written article summary, 3 - 5 pages in length, typed & double-spaced. Articles must come from peer-reviewed, scholarly developmental psychology journals and summaries must be written in APA style. You will first summarize your article orally to a small group of your peers. Your draft summaries will then be due in class on March 1 and your final written summaries will be due on March 8 .  Specific guidelines for these tasks will be discussed in class.
Piagetian interview, with a 1-3 page summary and video or audiotape, in which you will interview a child or adolescent following specific guidelines provided in class.  

In-class debates related to course readings and discussions. Debate participants will be randomly selected for 3 debate topics related to the assigned readings: Nature vs. Nurture; Continuity vs. Discontinuity; Critical Windows: Early vs. Later Experiences in Socialization. 

A midterm exam and a comprehensive final exam, which will be comprised of multiple-choice, fill-in and essay items.
Point Value:

Presentation

  


 
  75



Article summary draft




  10



Article summary 




  40



Discussion questions

      5 points per class-  150



Piagetian Interview




  45




Midterm Exam                                                              50




Final Exam



  

  50



Debate



          10 points each-   30



In-class Quizzes/Assignments      5 points per class-  150
  
Total Possible:








 600
NOTE: Extra credit may occasionally be available for attendance at related activities and guest speaker presentations sponsored by Psychology Club. Extra credit can also be earned by writing additional questions about assigned reading. Extra Credit will never raise a grade by more than one level, and no more than 60 points can be earned across the semester, so you must still rely on the wonderful reading and study habits you are developing to succeed in this class!

Grading Policy:  Grades will be assigned based on % of possible points earned. 90%+ = A    80%-89% = B    70%-79% = C 
60%-69% = D    < 60% = E

Class Schedule
(Note:  This schedule may be modified slightly according to class and instructor needs. In-class quizzes/assignments will be over previous class assigned reading.)

Topic& Class Activities


 Readings & Assigned Activities

1/18
Introductions and course overview                  Obtain and Preview textbooks

1/20     Cultural Aspects of Human Development        Read Gardiner, Chapter 1; write             sample discussion questions

1/25     Cross-Cultural Psychology
   Read Gardiner, Chapter 2; questions

1/27     Human Development: Theories and Methods   Read Gardiner, Chapter 3; questions
2/01     Culture and Socialization                                    Read Gardiner, Chapter 4; questions
2/03   Infancy and Childhood Overview                        Read Gardiner, Chapter 5; questions 

2/08   Language and Socialization
    Read Gardiner, Chapter 6; questions

2/10 Family Issues:  Nature vs. Nurture;
     Prepare for class debates
Continuity vs. Discontinuity; Critical Windows

       Review of Theories and Research Methods

2/15 Class Library Orientation                                       Find articles and prepare for debates
2/17 Class library time                                                   Read articles; prepare for debates
2/22 Class debates on Nature vs. Nurture;                         Read Gardiner, Chapter 7

Continuity vs. Discontinuity; Critical Windows

2/24 APA Style Guidelines; oral summaries                     Prepare article drafts

3/1 Editing groups 
     Read Gardiner, Chapter 8; questions; revise drafts

3/3 Culture, Gender Roles and Social Behavior              Read Gardiner, Chapter 9; questions; revise drafts

3/8 Papers due; Health and Development                          Read Gardiner, Chapter 10

3/10 Review for Mid-term; Piagetian Interviews               Study for Mid-term

3/22 Midterm exam
   Piagetian Interview
3/24 Infancy Overview
   Piagetian Interview
3/29 Early Childhood Overview                                    Prepare for Presentations
3/31 Elementary Years Overview                              Read McCarthy & Hutz, Chapter 1; questions

4/05 Adolescence
Read McCarthy & Hutz, Chapter 2; questions

4/07 School Violence                                                  Read McCarthy & Hutz, Chapter 3; questions

4/12 Substance Abuse & Suicide                                Read McCarthy & Hutz, Chapter 4; questions

4/14 Sexual Abuse                                                       Read McCarthy & Hutz, Chapter 5; questions

4/19 Anger Management                                              Read McCarthy & Hutz, Chapter 6; questions

4/21 Parenting & Resilience                                         Read McCarthy & Hutz, 7 & 8; questions

4/26 Moral Development                                              Read McCarthy & Hutz, 9 & 10; questions

4/28 Critical Thinking Skills                                        Read McCarthy & Hutz, 11-13; questions

5/3 Presentations

5/5 Review for Final

FINAL EXAM DURING FINALS WEEK; TIME TO BE ANNOUNCED 

