Turn in by 6:00 p.m. Tuesday May 8, 2007


Final Exam

ECI 675
Listed below is an Essential Question that might be asked when faced with the challenge of restructuring a school. Wiggins and McTighe suggest that the destination (ends) needs to be clearly determined before a design (means) can be created and implemented. 

What is it that (choose one) high school graduates, junior college graduates, university graduates must display to deserve our respect and appreciation as well as their diploma?

1. Please write at least three Enduring Understandings (9 points) that you believe a High School, Community College, University graduate should possess and be able to exhibit. Begin each understanding with: A graduate should understand that…

2. Please write one example for each Understanding that would demonstrate evidence that the student understands. (9 points)

3. How does educational philosophy relate to curriculum development? Briefly describe in 2 pages double spaced your educational philosophy and explain how these values and beliefs would impact your curriculum design, teaching strategies, and implementation. (22 points)

4. Throughout our discussions about curriculum design, we have talked about the importance of connection… connection with each other, our content areas, students, life, meaning, and ourselves. Respond to one of the following items. (10 points)

A. Read the following excerpt from a poem called ‘Wild Geese’ by Mary Oliver. 

Extract an essence from this poem that relates to the concept of understanding and connection.

Tell me about despair, yours, and I will tell you mine.

Meanwhile the world goes on.

Meanwhile the sun and clear pebbles of the rain

are moving across the landscapes,

Over the prairies and the deep trees, the mountains

and the rivers.

Meanwhile the wild geese, high in the clean blue air

are heading home again.

Wherever you are, no matter how lonely,

the world offers itself to your imagination,.

calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting-

over and over

announcing your place 

in the family of things.

B. “Our flat-space perceptual skills blind us to the curved space story, and we perpetuate this mastery of the wrong problem by blinding our children as we have been blinded. While the aesthetic saddle and lobe spiral of an ammonite (cephalopod) may touch us, we seem unable to grasp its curved space message that we must become our own ontogeny” (Lumley, T. & Dodds-Taljaard, M. 1998).

What is curved space and how does the UBD method for curriculum construction encourage the ‘curved space story’?

C. Finish the poem with your own ‘Teaching Dream.’ (Morris, Cecil 2002. From Bearing Witness, Ed. Margaret Hatcher. Arizona: Zephyr Press.)

Teaching Dream

I






III
In my meanest dreams,



Some nights

I am a fiery teacher




students return to me

who drives knowledge like nails


like salmon to their spawning bed

into students





They shake my hand

and who brooks no foolishness.


and sit across from me

No student dares to talk



and tell me what they have done

unless I demand an answer.



what they will soon be doing.

They sit at attention




I remember all their names

in their perfect rows




and just where each one sat

and listen as I lecture.




in my classroom.

I accept typed themes




Still, when they tell me

offered by trembling hands.



What they learned,

I smile and nod




it’s not what I remember teaching.

when they thank me

for my rigor.

II






IV

In other dreams, 

students refuse to sit down 

and will not divulge their names

They mill about my room,

talking to each other

acting as if I do not exist,

as if my words mean no more

than the buzzing of a fly.

As often as not, they leave class

before I finish,

and I thank them 

for hand-scrawled responses

to my assignments

