Step by step Directions for creating an

Integrated Thematic Curriculum Guide

1. Get to know your group

a. Exchange Phone numbers and e-mails

b. Select a Liaison— Responsible to:

i. Keep the group informed and notified of extra meetings etc.

ii. Keep the group on task

iii. Notify the instructor if the group seems stuck or is having personality conflicts

2. From the context of your content area brain storm on the knowledge skills and dispositions you believe a high school senior should possess upon graduation.

a. The senior should know that_______________________.

b. The senior should know how to ____________________.

c. The senior should have an attitude that _______________.

3. From this brain storm discussion a theme should emerge that reflects your values and beliefs about education.

a. The theme should be provocative.

b. The theme should be an over arching idea.

c. The theme should refer to the light and dark of a notion. For example: Rather than a theme of Community, a richer theme would also encompass the need for individuality.

4. Once you have decided upon a theme (It can always be modified.), break down the theme into sub themes. For example:

a. “Discovering the Treasure that is You”

i. ‘Preparing for the Journey’

ii. ‘Choosing the Path’

iii. ‘X Marks the Spot’

iv. ‘Sharing the Treasure’

5. Look back at the knowledge skills and dispositions that you listed at the beginning of the project. Group these items under each of the sub themes. Each sub theme may last 2 – 3 weeks. Think of the sub themes as units. You do not have to express all content areas in every sub-theme.  For example:

a. ‘Preparing for the Journey’ might utilize Health, Reflection writing, skill and personality inventories, etc.

b. ‘Choosing a Path’ might be about Community Service: ecology, technology, nutrition, literacy, story telling (interviews, history of the town, photography etc.

c. ‘X Marks the Spot’ could be when the students begin to align their unique abilities and interests with a project.
d. ‘Sharing the Treasure’ could be the exhibition.

