Review

Section 1:  Critical Aspects

This section lists elements that are essential to consider in a Web site being used by any young person, especially for the purpose of education.  Each YES answer in this section will add 2 points to the total.  Each NO answer will deduct 2 points.
	Appropriate Content
	The site does not contain violence, pornography, vulgarity or hate, or links leading to such.
	Yes 

	Current and Accurate
	All content on the site is correct, accurate and up-to-date.
	Yes 

	Reliability and Performance
	The site loads and functions quickly and consistently, with a minimum of errors, and is clearly being monitored and kept functional, as evidenced by such things as copyright dates, publication dates, Webmaster contact information, etc.
	Yes 

	Safety and Security
	Signs that a student's personal privacy and safety might be at risk are not present, nor that the user's computer would be vulnerable to viruses or other malicious programming as a result of the use of this site.
	Yes 

	Site Source/Sponsor
	It is clear who is the creator/owner/source of this site and the information presented within it, and they have provided information about themselves, including such things as a privacy policy and contact information.
	 Yes

	Registration
	Registration or login is not required to use this site, or is only necessary as a part of the core functionality, and allows the user to create an anonymous username.  The registration process does not ask children for any inappropriate or unnecessary information.
	Yes

	Fee
	This site is completely free to use, or requires an optional fee for only a premium portion of the site, and the part that is free is a fully functional and valuable area on its own, without the need for the premium services, rather than just a demo or preview of what is available if the fee is paid.
	Yes 


Section 2: Important Qualities

The characteristics listed in this section are very important considerations for a site being used by students, and a quality site should include most, if not all, of these traits.  Each YES answer in this section will add 1 point to the total.  Each NO answer will deduct 1 point.

	Credibility/Credentials of Site Sponsor/Source
	Site is produced or offered by a source whose authority and expertise on the subject or in the area of materials for education is recognized and/or can be trusted, and is presented without bias or underlying agenda.
	Yes

	Advertising
	If advertising is present on the site, it is not overwhelming or distracting, and does not refer to products or use language or sales techniques that are not appropriate for presentation to young people in an educational context.
	Yes 

	Handling of Sensitive or Controversial Subject Matter
	Any subject matter that might be considered controversial or sensitive to some that is addressed within the site is handled carefully, objectively, respectfully and maturely, making the site appropriate for use by students who wish to explore the subject for educational purposes.
	Yes

	Scope and Depth of Site Content
	The site covers the subject at hand in either enough detail or enough breadth to make this site a thoroughly useful resource for a student.  The quality and relevance of supplemental links makes them  a significant additional source of information.
	 Yes

	Age Appropriateness
	The nature of the content, the presentation, and the reading level make the site suitable for use by students.
	Yes 

	Commercialism
	Commerce components are either not present, or are presented in limited and unobtrusive ways, and only as relevant in the context of the site and as appropriate for presentation to students.
	 Yes

	Usability and Performance
	The site has a clean, well ordered layout, with simple, easy-to-understand navigation and properly functioning features and clearly labeled links.
	 Yes

	Visual Style and Design
	The visual design of the site is attractive and engaging, and appropriate for students, using colors and fonts that make it easily readable and comfortable to view.
	 Yes

	High Quality Writing
	The written portions of the site set an excellent example to students for style, structure, and use of the language to communicate clearly and engage the reader.
	Yes 

	Content Interaction
	The site makes good use of the Internet medium and available technologies in appropriate ways, calling on the student's involvement and interaction, rather than presenting merely static information.
	Yes 

	Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation
	The basic rules of spelling, grammar and punctuation are followed with little or no incident of error throughout the site, setting a high standard of correctness for students.
	 Yes


Section 3 Differentiators

A quality educational Web site should exhibit several of the characteristics listed in this group, although none of them is essential in its own right.  Each YES answer in this section will add 1 point to the total.  NO answers will not affect the score.
	Falls Within Scope of Core Curriculum
	The subject matter of this Web site is relevant in the context of the core curriculum taught in the OFT training course.
	Yes 

	Engages Higher-Level Thinking Skills
	The site has educational value in that it challenges students to reflect, hypothesize, compare, contrast, classify, analyze, and/or evaluate, which helps them to strengthen these higher-level thinking skills.
	 Yes

	Citation of Sources
	In keeping with proper form that students are taught to use when creating documents of their own, sources of outside information are clearly cited and graphics are properly attributed on this site.
	Yes 

	Different Skill Levels Are Addressed
	This site can be valuable and engaging to students at varying skill levels, in that it offers help to those with emerging skills and challenges to those with greater skills.
	No 

	Addresses Diverse Learning Needs and Styles
	This site provides adaptations and/or varied content formats, offering an advantage for students with different learning needs, abilities and disabilities, and/or visual, auditory, kinesthetic, sensory, and/or musical learning styles.
	No 


The site is a text-based journal for e-learning professionals or instructors with a background in education instruction who are interested in teaching in the online environment.

Section 4 Bonus Features

The presence of any of the characteristics in this section gives added value to any educational Web site, the more the better.  Each YES answer in this section will add 1 point to the total.  NO answers will not affect the score.
	Multimedia
	This site's educational value is enhanced by its well-considered use of current multimedia features and technologies, such as Flash, sound, and video.
	 yes

	Representation of Population
	Within the context of the site's topic, gender, ethnicity, cultural differences, etc., are represented accurately and without bias.
	 Yes

	Self-Correcting
	The educational value of this site is increased by the immediate and high-quality feedback given to students through problem-solving and/or self-testing activities relating to the content presented.
	 No

	Collaboration and Shared Knowledge
	The ability to collaborate and share knowledge with other students through the use of this site provides students with an enhanced learning experience.
	No 

	Real-World Application
	The content of this Web site is presented in a way that provides a practical connection to life outside of the educational context.
	 No


Total Score: 30/35
