Dreamweaver 8 with Vista

Course outline

Introductions

· self

· course

Module 1- Setting up your workspace to use Dreamweaver 8

Note: only Dreamweaver 8 will work for transferring files via Vista’s secure connection. 

· HTML compared to a word document with images

· Word doc= one file, html= many

· HTML file points to images, other files, and outside websites

· Why use Dreamweaver instead of Word to manage HTML?

· Easier to update pages

· Easier to link pages

· File transfer and management is great in DW

Exercise: Define your site in Dreamweaver.

Note: hold on to this handout as the process for setting up a site in Dreamweaver is hard to remember if you don’t do it often.

1. Organizing local computer

· Important to start organization early

· Poor organization leads to broken links and missing files

· Project folder

· Includes working documents stuff that does not belong on WebCT Vista.

· Create an images folder

· Exercise explore Dreamweaver_training folder

· Vista folder

· Will be a mirror image of your files on  Vista server

· Is the Local “Root” folder in Dreamweaver

2. Get remote info- Get WebDAV info from Vista

· Log on to WebCT Vista

· In the build tab, navigate to file manager
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· View WebDAV info button
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· Copy the WebDAV address (control+C = shortcut)

3. Defining up your site in Dreamweaver

· Site menu> manage site

· New site give descriptive name

· Use advanced mode

· Local Info

· Point “Local root Folder” to Local Info > Vista folder- must be on local computer.
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· You do not have to define the info below the Default images folder.

· Remote Info

· Paste URL copied from Vista In Remote > URL (control+V = shortcut)
· Use Jan login and password.
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· You will have to come back to this area if you change your Jan login and password.

· Setting up multiple sites

· descriptive names for sites and folders

· separate site defined for each unique instance of a class or for different classes- don’t put all your classes in one folder.

Module 2- Word with Web recap

Overview- When to use Word and Dreamweaver can do in the process of creating a web page

	Word
	Dreamweaver

	Compose, revise, and spell check.  Prepare content in Word until almost ready to put online.
	Can compose in but spell checker is a bit clunky. Good for slight revisions and semester updates.

	Add and resize images with basic accessibility, pasting into Dreamweaver will export and make web ready
	Add images that are already sized for web use with more advanced accessibility options.  Use Word to resize images.

	Define basic formatting like H1-H3, lists, block quotes- colors will not transfer
	In addition to basic formatting, define colors or apply external CSS styles.

	Create links to external website, email, and places inside same document
	Also allows creation of links to other pages in the site.

	Don’t save as HTML when working in word- paste into Dreamweaver
	Paste from Word into Dreamweaver to create HTML

	Does not include file management and transfer
	Keeps track of files and makes WebDAV connection to Vista easy.

	Cannot build accessible table
	Helps create accessible tables



Note: When using either of these tools to create your HTML pages, you want to avoid using the HTML editor in Vista as it will often mess up the code to the point where it can no longer be edited in Dreamweaver.

Module 3- Dreamweaver Basics

· open content/module_I/intro.html

· short tour of basics of Dreamweaver 

· user interface

· important windows

· document code, split, and design views

· Page Title- important in Vista when adding to content module

· Tabbed view for multiple document, * means unsaved

· Globe- preview in browser- notice application icon to tell if you are in Dreamweaver or Browser

· files- two views

· insert

· properties- change depending on what is selected in the document window.

· almost always 2-3 ways to do the same thing in Dreamweaver

· Exercise- links

· anchors and links within pages upper navigation

· to other documents like course resources and handouts

· link PDFs

· consider issues when linking to docs and image files

· PDFs can be created on a PC using http://sourceforge.net/projects/pdfcreator/
· to pages in same website

· to other sites > ITS training and Acrobat reader

· open in new browser- Target= _blank

· Exercise Add grade scale in table letter grade and range

· Insert > Table

· Define headers

· Width- pixels= fixed, %= scalable
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· Exercise Create a new page

· File>New- General>Basic Page>HTML>XHTML transitional
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· open word_docs/syllabus

· Importing word content cut and paste or drag and drop.

Note: there is a bug in the current version of Dreamweaver.  Word docs with images need to be put into a new, unsaved document for the images to show properly.  

· Keep formatting in Word simple 

· Save page in Module1 folder as "syllabus.html" in content/getting started folder

· Exercise- Changing text

· bolding, italicizing

· Same basic tools as Word

· Check formatting Headings, paragraphs, number lists, bulleted lists

· Setting basic formatting for whole document-
set the page, link, and heading formatting for a page by selecting the [image: image7.png]Page Properties.



 in the Properties window at the bottom of the page.
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· Set document Appearance, Links, and Headings.

· Most of the time, you will want to avoid using background images and colors other than white.

Note: If working with an E Learning Center Project Manager, make sure you keep your formatting extremely plain until after you have discussed CSS formatting and Templates.

· Exercise- images from within Dreamweaver

· Add image of book cover

· Size images properly prior to adding in Dreamweaver- don’t use scaling

· types allowed jpg and gif

· ALT attributes

· Basic copyright (include citations)

Module 4- getting files into WebCT and troubleshooting

· Expand files window to two column view [image: image9.png]


 

· Use synchronize [image: image10.jpg]


 to transfer files.
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· either whole site or selected files

· choose to either put or get newer files
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· more than one person working on files

· communication

· latest copy of a file must be on server and downloaded from the server.

· Adding content in WebCT

· Troubleshooting

· Can't connect to server- check password and network connection
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