


chiand probably ~ from contextual studies of folkloric perfor-mance. 

Second, while he supports the need for contextual studies ch

of folklore, Dr. Limon goes an important step beyond most de

astheorists by proposing and supporting the idea that the context

of "performing for the interviewer" may change the performance su

id~ ~ _also cause the nonperformance of certain folkloric items

due to the restrictions (rules) associated with "noncausal utter- th

ances" in any cultural system. di

~

id.The segment of the paper that deals with the origins and

evoiution of the term "Chicano" as a public ideological group tho

referent is a valuable social document. It illustrates a number th4

th.of key elements of the social, political, and emotional environ-

ments of an important transitional period for the U.S.-Mexican ha'

gu,

in

community as a whole and for "Chicano" intellectuals in particu:

lar. The discussion of the factors that led the students to

thcthe choice of "Chicano" as an ideological self-referent is pari .
J.t

puJ

ticularly cogent to the first theme of the article and helpS
:.!csupport his later contentions on the subsequent failure of j

Wiiterm to become widely used by the mass community.

incLimon successfully documents the rejection of "

nal
" ..In addition to the studiesas a public mass referent.

frit is worthwhile to note that his statements are supported

no'
i jmy own research on alcohol use by Pan American University

Amongst a sample of over 500 Spanish-surnamed

dents.

who as a group can be considered somewhat more

liberal than the community th~y come from, less than five
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are extremely well presented and argued, with the exception

of the above digression. The significance of these sections

is enhanced by the confluence of three themes.
First, there

is a nicely balanced collection of historical and ethnographic

data that illustrates the time depth and the current usage of

~

the term within specifically defined social contexts. Second,

there is a clear demonstration of the value of contextual data

in interpreting the performance of a folkloric item.
And, third,

there is the speculative use of theoretical positions to inter-

pret the data presented. The last theme is far too often missing

in the analysis of folklore materials.

The theoretical orientations that Dr. Lim6n has chosen

are a combination of a strongly structural-functional (Malin-

owski) approach that emphasizes the psychological performance

of "Chicano" to reduce stress, and a Neo-Marxist analysis of

the effects of class on folkloric performance. The structural-

functional argument is the more convincingly presented and sup-

ported, while the Marxist analysis occasionally degenerates

into rhetoric.
\.i "

This was a disappointment because it appeared

~..-,that the data might have supported the weight of both theoretical

positions.

This would have established a starting point for

amalgamating a synchronic theoretical position with one that

~

was diachronic, thereby avoiding the pitfalls of both (or,

possibly multiplying the weaknesses of each).

The major weakness of Limon's use of class to analyze

folkloric performance is that he occasionally forces the data
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that "Chicano" fits the rules of both, and does not fit the sel

rules of being a mass public group self-referent, even though

the rules for that category remain undefined. However, what the

his more narrow focus causes him to miss is the point that the exp
term ~ become a public individual self-referent for a particu-

hOpE

lar segment of the U.S.-Mexican population. It does fit the sear

rules of labeling for that category. This usage is clearly

demonstrated, in relation to students and politically active I fe

individuals by Limon's own analysis and by the data I presented He j

earlier.

Using a broader scheme of analysis would allow Dr. Limon

The problemto solve one of the problems mentioned earlier.

is how to cope with the fact that one reason for the rejection cal

of the term "Chicano", as he states, "may be quite simply that

Dr.

the movement, as presented to the mass media, has added meanings that

of tII as compared with the contention that IIto the term. ..

another added source of disharmony may lie in differing contexts

estilfor the performance of the term. .. This latter view becomes

Limon's central theme throughout the text, and, as I_see it, cons

If tthe overall tone of the text is that Limon sees these as com-

hispeting explanations~ My conte~tionis that this apparent qom-

petition is due to his narrow focus on nicknaming and

mOVe!rather than a general focus on labeling. The l~tter focus

is s~

that

have eliminated this seeming contradiction and would have

strated that, not only are both factors operant, but their

~

and ience would predict the failure of the term as a pub1ic

on t~
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self-referent and its success as a public individual self-

referent (for a specific segment of the population). Never-

theless, Dr. Limon has certainly gone a long way in making

explicit the rules for part of the paradigm, and it is to be

hoped that he and others will continue along this line of re-

search.

In the final section of the paper, Dr. Limon makes what

I feel to be a major critical point about the study of folklore.

He indicates that the so-called "minor" genres have been sadly

neglected for the more elaborate, but not necessarily more cul-

turally important, major genres. The potential importance of

the minor genres is clearly demonstrated by the social, histori-

cal, and theoretical contribution present in or generated by

~~

JDr. Limon's paper. In addition, he reiterates a key theme,

that there is little information available on the attitudes

~

of the folk who are the sources of the folklore material. The
fact that Dr. Limon covers both of these concerns in an inter-

~

esting, sound, and scholarly fashion makes his article internally

consistent and a very worthwhile contribution to knowledge.

If there is a weakness in the final section, that weakness is

his failure to meet the objective of clearly demonstrating "the

relationship between cultural forms such as folklore and social

movements led by political elites." However, since "I feel this

is somewhat due to the limited focus of the analysis, I hope

that Dr. Limon will continue to pursue his 'current objectives

and will provide us with additional information and speculation

on this subject in his future works.
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