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COMMENTARY

VVhat Electronic
E;uIletin Boards Ar
A.II Abou'
B} RobertTTrotter II
N,"thern Arizona University

If the Continental Congress had had m cn>-
computers and the computer software f r an
el"ctronic bulletin board, the lirst American
Revolulion would not have taken nearly as
long to complete If American anthropolo-
gists do not start using exisling computer
communicalion networks, then Iheymay
well be late for the second A~rican revolu-
lion, :

The current revolulion is based on our new
ah1lity 10 send messages, lexls.. data and "om-
puter programs from one localion to anblher
at electronic speed worldwide One person
"ho is a part of this move~nt stated that
"wilh50 microcompulcrs, telephone:lines
arid bullelin board software, you coul1 plan
and execute a revolulion anywhere n the
world, just usingexisling technolog}!, We
have finally achieved a primary dream of our
founders; we have Ihc capability for lruq free-
dom of informalion exchange at the grass
loots level"

Anlhropologisls are already taking advan-
rage of so~ of Ihis technology Mole and
Inore microcomputers and terminals are
,howing up in departmental and facully of-
lices, but Ihere are indicalions that we are
,omewhal behind, as an academic discipline,
in the use of computers 10 communicate with
(:olleagues This commentary is unab..hedly
directed at encouraging our reluctant 8I1thro-
lJOlogical colleagues to join in the fun, Afler
:111, commuoicalion is at the very heart of
',very thing we do in our discipline,

One way 10 transfer informalion between
Inlhropologisls al electronic speeds is with a
:amp-ler-based bullelin board syslem. Bul-
lelin boards have two primary service, to of-
fer The 1i..1 is 10 provide general-inlel-sl in-
formalion, not unlike the bullelin b<!ard in
your grocery store. The other is to .ccom-

pi ish electronic mail and data Ir~sfer.
Wilhin these two service areas, bjlllelin
boards simultaneously funclion as an ..,swer-
ing service, a mailbox, a public foru ~ for in-

teresling issues, a news and informal n ser-

viee, a conferencing system, a sysle to or-
ganize even IS when the organiz,!rs are
geographically dispersed and a repository for
the Iype of junk mail that you can chf"'se 10
rcad or ignore.

You need exactly three things t~ ,se any
bulletin board: a com pUler or termihal. a mo-
dem (an electronic device thaI allows one
computer to communicale with another over
the phone) and an electronic communicalions
program These items allow you to call the
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The annual fall balloting of the M!,m-
bers of the American Anthropological
Association will be conducted this Oc-
tober. Tbe slates for two seats on the
Committee on Ethics are composed of M
Catherine Bateson (Amherst) and Carol
J Greenhouse (Cornell) and Robert A
Femea (Texas-Austin} and George Roth
(Bureau of Indian Affairs). For three
seats on the Nominations Committee,
the slates are composed of Susan Gal
(Rutgers) and Conrad P Kottak (Michi-
gan-Ann Arbor), Alfonso Ortiz (New
Mexico) and Renato Rosaldo (Stanford)
and George C Frison (Wyoming) and
John E Yellen (NSF}. Elected members
of both committees will serve 3-year
terms. In tbe past, service on the Nomi-
nations Committee has been 2 years, but
with biennial presidential elections, the
Board of Directors has extended the term
to 4 years. To stagger service on the
seven-member committee, candidates
elected this year will serve 3 years.

The elections of Units of the Associ-
ation will be conducted in the same bal-
loting, with voting limited to Unit Mem-
bers. In this issue, candidates are an-

nounced by the American Ethnological
Society, Archeology Section, General
Anthropology Division, National Asso-
ciation for Ibe Practice of Anthropology,
Society for Humanistic Anthropology,
Society for Linguistic Anthropology,
Society for Medical Anthropology, So-
ciety for Psychological Anthropology,
Society for Urban Anthropology, and
Society for Visual Anthropology. Other
unit elections will be announced in the
September AN

Biographical sketches and statements
by candidates appear on pp 18-29. Mem-
bers are reminded.that this material will
nol be reproduced to accompany the bal-
lot and should be retained.

As reported in the January AN, Mem-
bers attending the Annua! Business
Meeting in Washington, DC, last De-
cember passed the "Proposed Resolu-
tion on Minority Anthropologists,"
which would amend the current Princi-
ples of Professional Responsibility to in-
clude sexual orientation, age and disa-
bility among other nonacademic attri-
butes already cited as the possible bases
for exclusionary practices in personnel

actions. In the fall ballot. this proposed
resolution will be presented for a vote of
the entire membership, as follows:

Be il resolved IhaUhe Board of Directors.
when it makes the "thorough reassessment"
of guides 10 ethics announced by President-
elect June Helm inlhe Octoher 1985 Anthro-
pology Newsletter, he instructed to include
protection of minorities at least as slrong as
paragraph 3e of the Principles of Profes-
sional Responsibility as amended helow, and

Be it further resolved that para8raph 3.e.
of the PPR he amended to read as follows,
wilh new wording undertined

When anthropologists participate in aclions
relating 10 hiring, retention, and advance-
menl. they should ensure that no exclusion-
ary practices be perpelualed against col-
leagues on the basis of sex. marital status,
color. social class. religion, ethnic back-
ground, nalionalorigin, sexual orientation,
~ or other nonacademie attributes. Nor
should any otberwise qualified individu.ri;r:
excliiaea- on the basis of disability. Anthro-
~ should. furthermore, refrain from
transmitting and resist the use of information
irrelevant to professional performance in
such personnel action

I:~..I
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China Scholar Elected President of SSRC

had replaced Kenneth Prewitt, who re-
signed from the Presidency in 1985 to
become Vice President for Program at
the Rockefeller Foundation.

The Council's new chief executive of-
ficer, y;ho is 48 years old, is one of the
nation's foremost historians of modem
China. He has authored or edited six
hooks on China, including The Fall of
Imperial China (1976) and The Great
Enterprise: The Manchu Reconstruction
of Imperial Order in Seventeenth-Cen-
turyChina(twovolumes,1985),andnu-
merous articles. He will he the first his-
torian to fill the position.

Wakeman graduated from Harvard
College in 1959 and st'ldied for a year at
the Institut d'Etudes Politiques in Paris.
He received a PhD in Far Eastern history
and Oriental languages from the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley, in 1965 and
has taught there for the past 21 years.

Almost every national scholarly asso-
ciation in the United States that has a
China program has benefited from
Wakeman's leadership: the Council, the
American Council of learned Societies,
the Committee on Scholarly Communi-
cation with the People's Republic of
China and the National Humanities Cen-
ter. At the two Councils. he served as

Frederic E Wakeman. Jr

Frederic E Wakeman. Jr. Professor of
History and former Chair of the Center
for Chinese Studies at the University of
California, Berkeley. has been elected
President of the Social Science Research
Council effective July I, 1986. The an-
nouncement was made by Hugh T Pa-
trick, R D Calkins Professor of Interna-
tional Business, Columbia University,
and Chair of the Council's Board of Di-
rectors Wakeman will succeed Francis
X Sutton, who has served as Acting
President since October I. 1985. Sutton

Chair of their Joint Committee on
Chinese Studies (1982) and as Chair of
one of its predecessor committees, the
Committee on Studies of Chinese Civi-
lization (1974-79). He recently spent
several years in China in various capac-
ities: he was a visiting professor at P,,-
king University' and a consultant to the
US National Academy of Sciences.

The Social Science Research Council
is a not-for-profit organization founded
in 1923 "for the purpose of advancing
research in the social sciences."
Throughout its history, and particularly
since World War II, the Council has
been a leading nationa! organization for
international training and research. Pro-
grams most familiar to anthropologistS'
are those sponsored by tbe foreign area
committees on Africa, Cbina, Eastern
Europe, Japan, Korea, Latin America
and Ibe Caribbean, tbe Near and Middle
East, Soutb Asia, Soulbeast Asia, !be
Soviet Union and Western Europe.
These are currently sponsored jointly by
tbe Council and tbe American Council of
Uarned Societies.

Sydel Silverman (Graduate School,
CUNY) is !be AAA representative to !be
SSRC.
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The Project welcomes proposal's
across the entire intellectual spectrum.

panment al Northern Arizona University
(NAU). A survey of the NAPA membership,
conducted last year, indicated that enough of
the NAPA membership had the basics (com-
puter, modem and software) and the interest
to make a bulletin board worthwhile.

Most services that potential users desired
to have on the board (electronic mailboxes
for members, lex! file and computer program
transfer capabilities and a coOlJerationcol-
umn) are in place. A few others, such as ajob
and project announcement service, will be
available in the near future. The bulletin
board went into service in January and has
shown steady growth in use ever since.

So far, there seem to be two basic types of
calls made by regular users. The first type
could be called a "chat.' 'A member calls the
board, selects the main message section,
c~cks his or her elecrronicm'!jlbox, and re-
plies to 'messages and/or sends mail 10 col-
leagues. Then Iheperson may read any ofthe
open messages (private messages can only be
read by the person whose name is on the mes-
sage). After that, the person chang~s to the
cooperation column message area and scans
for new messages. The computer lets you
know which messages are new messages to
you, which are old messages, and which ones
you have already read. If something sparks
your interest, you type in a reply. After look-
ing al the message sections, tbe person may
switch to the file section to see if there are any
programs or text files that are of interest.
After that, the person usually signs off the
board. The whole process, once you have
used il a couple ohimes, takes about 5 to 10
minutes."""" "

The second common type "f'call from our
users is project focused. An example is where
people are coaut!loring a papelif(or abstract)
with a short deadline, The. first author com-
poses the text on his or her computer, and
when it is ready, calls the board, goes to the
file transfer section and transfe!S the file to
the board. Then the caller leaves the other au-
tho~s) a private message in the message sec-
tion, leaving the name of the file and any
other important information or instructions.
The second author can then call in. the same
day or whenever convenient, retrieve the file,
add to the paper and begin the process all over
again until the project is completed to every-
one's btisfaction. This same process can be
osed to set agendas for meetings, write multi-
institution grant proposals, organize sympo-
sia or write joint-authored c~mputer pro-
grams. The possibilities are virtually limit-
less. "

To put anthropology into SOn1e perspective
with other disciplines and professional asso-
ciations, both sociology and political science
have just recently created large commercially
serviced computer networks, called SocNet
and PoliNet, respectively. These two net-
works are serviced by the same company thaI
runs the services of Delphi. Engineering and
the physical sciences have had both conlrner-
cial and noncommercial computer networks

for several years. There are hundreds of SIGs
(special interest groups) running bulletin
boards, or elr;ctronic mail services, through
private microcomputer bulletin boards or
through some of the major commeroial com-
puter netwol:ks, such as TymcNet, BCN
(Business Computer Network), ScienceNet.
The Souroe, Compuserveand TeleNet (there
are many others). There are also regional'
commeroial networks, such as The Electric
Pages in Texas. which provides both public
and private access areas for its subscrihers
(which, from their promotional literature, in-
clude the Texas Computer Education Asso-
ciation. Texas Parks and Wildlife Agency,
members of the Austin City Council, Gov-
ernor Mark White, the Texas Education As-
sociatjon and many stores and businesseS).

Anthropologists are moving in the right di-
rection. In addition to the NAPA/NAU
board~several other anthropological associ-
ations are studying the feasibility of starting
compatible systems (ones which might com-
municale in a national network eventual.ly).
Also, l!here is at least one large anthropology
department that has instal.led a private board
for its faculty and students. It wil.l be used for
internal electronic mail and wil.l serve as a
method for students and col.leagues to send in
data sets from all over the world and to pro-
tect and store them until the researcher re-
turns home This is an excellent use for mi-
crocomputer boards and should be investi-
gated by more anthropology programs.

The beauty of bulletin boardc~mmu~ica-
tion is that it is frequently more socially hor-
izontal than vertical. This tends to make it in-
timate, immciiliate anI! creativ~. Someone
put. an idea"qn the board (often anony-
mously), othT respond~d expand.. or cri-
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bulletin bQard and scan thrpugh its menu;
The menu lets you call up items of interest,
You then read items immediately or eapture
them with your eomputer and store them to
read when you are not paying long distance
or computer conneet charg~. The level of
difficulty in using a bulletin board is ~imilar
to orderitlg food at a restaurant. The first time
you eat in a restaurant, you have to reall the
whole menu. You may even have to read it a
.couple of times to find what.you \Vant, But,
th~ more often you return 1~the restaurdnt,
~he quicker you can get.to the beef.

Mostbulletin board (or eomputer network)
communication is asynehronous. You leave
information and as soon as someone ealls in
they get it and respond to it.: These systems
ean eliminate telephone tag, ~plaeing it with
more efficient electronic mall and data ex-
change. Some sophisticate. systems also
p,,?vide the ability for severall people10 sit-at
their terminals and hold a kdYboard confer-
ence. Thi~ capacity has to bJ used carefully
and appropriately; otherwise; it is simply a
slow, silent telephone confe~ce call.

With a bulletin board system, you can send
information to a single individual. to selected
individuals or to a whole group. Anything
that c~~, !Jetyped can besont; f"?~ a;~ingle
character to a set of encyclopedias or compli-
cated graphics. You can type messages di-
rectly,J,.om your terminal, while you are
hooked up to the board, or create messages in
advance and send them much more quickly,
having already corrected any typos that may
have occurred in the original composition.
You can use this method to send and receive
an anicle that you are jointly authoring or
bibliographies or even computer programs.

One of the most comlnon Uses for grass
roots bulletin boards is to provide "computer
users groups" (individuals wllo have 1he
same type of computer or who are interested
in the same type of issues) with a method for
trading public domain (free) computer pro-
grams. There arc literally thousands of ex-
cellent public domain programs available on
bulletiribO3rds. frOm oneS that will let you
encrypryour files (so no one Can read them
withoutthe encryption program and a pass-
word) to wonderful programs that do ex~tly
the statistical analysis you wanled, that ptint
the screen you are reading, that give your
computer graphics capabilities, that do ge-
nealogies, or that are text-oriented data
bases, and so on ad infinitum.

An example of a bulletin board valuable to
anthropologists is a joint project of the Na-
tional Association for the Praetiee of Anthro-
pology (NAPA) and the Anthropology De-

rique and deftate, the idea. This creates a
dialog that i~ highly stimulating, useful, oc-
casionally silly and not infrequently humor-
ous. Computer conversations often approach
the ideal that is supposed to occur in aca-
demichalls, but that all too often fails to ma-
terialize because of the environmenlal con-
straints placed on such conversations. For
that reason alone, it would be worthwhile for
more anthropologists to participate in the
computer communication revolution.

If y\,u are interested in getting on the
NAPA network, all you have to do is join the
organization and then call the board and re-
quest that your name be added to the users
list. A password that only you know protects
you from having other people read your mail
or use the board in your name. If other an-
thropology organizations are in!erested in
sta~ing tl1~ir own boards, the~APA ~Iec-
Ironic communications committee would be
happy to provide information and advice. We
even have a public domain bulletin board
program that you can use, so the total cost of
setting up aboard consists ofl1aving tl1e hard-
ware available and finding someone to tend
the board when it needs it. I sincerely hope
that you will take advantage of one or more
of the telecommunication systems available
to you.

Note: The NAPNNAU bulletin board is
available from 5 pm until 8 am on weekdays
and 24 hours a day on weekends, Mountain
Standard Time. Arizona never changes to
Daylight Savings Time. Computer calls at
other times will probably hurt someone' sear.
since1tie'phone lin~'(602/523'3180ris used
as the depaitmental phorte iine between 8 am
and 5 pm MST. "


