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A Cross:.Cultural Approach

"...for so long we have gone 'without having
people hear our side of the history."

June (;reene, Nez Perce NJJP



THOUGHTS ON
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adjacent logs and listen to stories, always
unpredictable in the directions they took,
about the 1914 eruption of Lassen Peak,
which she had witnessed as a young woman,
about Atsugewi child raising, recipes, the
use of medicinal herbs, or the treatment of
her people at the hand of Whites. And all
the while Selena would weave intricately
designed baskets from the tiny, split roots
of ponderosa pine.

Selena

She spoke softly, but there was still anger as
she spoke. "If we had fought, at least we
would have a reservation."

Since there was no way to prove her age,
she did not begin to receive Social Security
until her ~ turned sixty-two.

And so here she was, among the last of the
Atsugewi, a northern California tribe that
once lived on the forested slopes of Lassen
Peak and land to the north. Perhaps five
feet tall, Selena possessed the blackest of
long, long hair. Even in her late 70s, so we
guessed, she was attractive. Not in polish
and chrome and physical perfection, for she
was plump, but in demeanor, kindness, and
modesty.

The people loved her. And year after year
parents would bring their children, friends
would bring friends, so they too could
experience a rare vision of life on Earth.

Years later, after I left the park, word came
that Selena had passed away. It was perhaps
her 83rd year. But still it hurt, for she was
a special lady. And with her went most of
the remaining language of the Atsugewi. A
unique culture was all the less with her
passing, and the world lost some of its
huI:tlan richness.

Widowed and discreetly poor, Selena lived
quietly for many years alongside the road
north of Lassen Volcanic National Park,
largely unknown to the travelers who sped
by on Highway 89.

Boo-noo-koo-e'e-men-orra. Sunset
Woman. Selena LaMarr. Even her Western
names were beautiful.

Glen Kaye, SWRO

Then, in a stroke of insight, the park's
Chief Interpreter creatively crafted a
one-of -a-kind position description, and
hired Se)ena as a seasonal naturalist. Selena
would playa special role.

Culture And Interpretation:
Potential Points Of Conflict

Each summer day Selena would drive to the
visitor center at Manzanita Lake, quietly
walk into the museum, largely unnoticed in
her Western clothes, and reappear attired in
a deerskin dress lightly decorated with
beads. Selena had used fresh deer brains to
tan the hide in the tradition of her tribe,
then she had patiently chewed the skin until
it was soft and pliable and the color of
cream. Her dress was as original as the
earth, a creation of her 'own hands and
heritage.

The national parks were
created, and are
preserved, according to
the values embedded in

I American society.

However, the values of the
majority are not fully
shared by groups whose

life ways are an expression of other
American cultures.Twice a day, in her leathern attire, Selena

would seat herself on a bearskin-covered
log, and we traditional naturalists would
join her for a conversation about her life on
the mountains. Visitors would gather on

Historically, park interpreters have
attempted to answer the questions the
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