College of Engineering and Natural Sciences

Vertebrate Museum Techniques BIO 300 

TH 1-3:50 

Room BIO 333

Spring 2008
INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Tad Theimer

OFFICE: Room 301, Biological Sciences Building # 21

OFFICE PHONE: 523-8374

E-MAIL: Tad.Theimer@nau.edu
Course Prerequisites: None
 

Course Description: This course will introduce students to “hands-on” techniques used in vertebrate museum specimen preparation and curation, including study skin preparation, fluid specimen preparation and skeletal preparation.  Other topics to be covered will include data management and educational display preparation.  Student’s specimens will become a permanent part of the NAU Museum of Vertebrates Scientific Collection 
Text and Materials: Handouts from the instructor.  Students must provide dissecting equipment.  

Course Format: Lecture and lab
Grading:  Grades will be based on 1) performance on exam/quizzes, 2) active participation and attendance at all class meetings, 3) quality of final project.

Warning: The major project for the course is for each student to undertake an independent project preparing one or more specimens. This will mean HANDLING, SKINNING, INJECTING, and DISSECTING DEAD ANIMALS!!  You will work with or around dead fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and  mammals.  If you are uncomfortable with this, do not remain in this course. This is a HANDS ON, get your hands dirty (and likely bloody) kind of course.  All reasonable precautions will be taken, but handling sharp dissection instruments and dead animals does present some health risks.  Students taking this course should be prepared to accept those risks.



Course Calendar 

Week 1

April 3


Lecture, Fluid and Skeletal Preps, Organizational Meeting

Week 2

April 10

Bird and Mammal Study Skin Preparation
 
Week 3

April 17
 
Taxidermy Mounts
Week 4

April 24

Molds and Casts
Week 5

May 1

        
Exam and Final Project Completion
