Definition of a Literature Review 

A Literature Review, according to the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, pp. 7-8, is a paper in which you will organize, integrate, and evaluate previously published material and/or research about a topic or problem. The topic or problem is what you are planning for your project. 

You will 

(1) define a topic or problem, 

(2) summarize previous information about the various issues so that the reader understands the current research, 

(3) identify relationships, gaps, contradictions and inconsistencies in the literature, and (4) suggest how your project is related to previous writings and/or findings, and what you want to accomplish with your project.
