5The moral right to control one’s own body does apply to cases of organ transplants, mastectomies, contraception, and sterilization; but it is not a conceptualization adequate for abortion. 1The abortion dilemma is caused by the fact that 266 days following a conception in one body, another body will emerge.  One’s own body no longer exists as a single unit but is engendering another organism’s life.  2This dynamic passage from conception to birth is genetically ordered and universally found in the human species.  3Pregnancy is not like the growth of cancer or infestation by a biological parasite:  it is the way every human being enters the world.  4Strained philosophical analogies fail to apply:  having a baby is not like rescuing a drowning person, being hooked up to a famous violinist’s artificial life-support system, donating organs for transplant—or anything else (368).










If you noticed that the two colons in boxes 3 and 4 each are premise indicators, well done!  You could break out the statement after the colon and make it a premise for the statement before the colon in each case, adding two boxes overall.  (Why are they premise indicators?—Because you could substitute the word “because” for the colon and the meaning would be the same.)





1. The abortion dilemma is caused by the fact that 266 days following a conception in one body, another body will emerge; [in other words,] one’s own body no longer exists as a single unit but is engendering another organism’s life.





3. Pregnancy is not like the growth of cancer or infestation by a biological parasite:  it is the way every human being enters the world.





4. Strained philosophical analogies fail to apply:  having a baby is not like rescuing a drowning person, being hooked up to a famous violinist’s artificial life-support system, donating organs for transplant—or anything else.





2. This dynamic passage from conception to birth is genetically ordered and universally found in the human species.





5. The moral right to control one’s own body is not a conceptualization adequate for abortion.








