Marked text for answer.





Mr. Arato’s oncologists determined that a course of F.A.M. chemotherapy was indicated for several reasons.  [First] According to their testimony, <the high statistical mortality of pancreatic cancer is in part a function of what is by far the most common diagnostic scenario—the discovery of the malignancy well after it has metastasized to distant sites, spreading throughout the patient’s body>.  As noted, in Mr. Arato’s case, the tumor was comparatively localized, having been discovered in the tail of the pancreas by chance in the course of surgery to remove the diseased kidney.  Related to the “silent” character of pancreatic cancer is the fact that detection in such an advanced state usually means that the tumor cannot as a practical matter be removed, contributing to the high mortality rate.   [Second]In Mr. Arato’s case, however, the operating surgeon determined that it was possible to excise cleanly the tumorous portion of the pancreas and to leave a margin of about one-half centimeter around the surgical site, a margin that appeared clinically  to be clear of cancer cells. Third, the mortality rate is somewhat lower, according to defense testimony, for pancreatic tumors located in the distal part of the organ than for those found in the main body.  Finally, then-recent experimental studies on the use of F.A.M. chemotherapy in conjunction with therapeutic radiation treatments had shown promising response rates—on the order of several months of extended life—among pancreatic cancer patients (77-78).




Diagram






Background information.





I should underline not only this premise indicator but the rest of the paragraph following it—but that looked messy.





You have two good clues that this is the conclusion: it is the topic sentence and there is the premise indicator “for several reasons.”





Don’t you wish the author had labeled his first and second reasons?—I had to add the labels “first” and “second” in square brackets.  When you write your research paper, be sure to be careful about labeling your reasons!





Discounted by “however.”





Background information.





“Third” and “Finally” indicate the argument’s third and final reasons—that is, premises--for the main conclusion in the topic sentence.





Fussy detail:  give yourself a pat on the back if you noticed that this sentence, in red angle brackets, is actually discounted, though the author carelessly omits any discount word.





4 Then-recent experimental studies on the use of F.A.M. chemotherapy in conjunction with therapeutic radiation treatments had shown promising response rates—on the order of several months of extended life—among pancreatic cancer patients 





3 The mortality rate is somewhat lower, according to defense testimony, for pancreatic tumors located in the distal part of the organ than for those found in the main body. 





2 In Mr. Arato’s case the operating surgeon determined that it was possible to excise cleanly the tumorous portion of the pancreas and to leave a margin of about one-half centimeter around the surgical site, a margin that appeared clinically  to be clear of cancer cells.





1 The high statistical mortality of pancreatic cancer is in part a function of what is by far the most common diagnostic scenario—the discovery of the malignancy well after it has metastasized to distant sites, spreading throughout the patient’s body, [but] in Mr. Arato’s case, the tumor was comparatively localized, having been discovered in the tail of the pancreas by chance in the course of surgery to remove the diseased kidney.





The premises are linked because boxes 2 and 3, in particular, are not relevant when independent. If you found these four premises and linked them, you’d get an A.  If you made them independent, you’d get a B. If you found the conclusion, at least a C.





5 A course of F.A.M. chemotherapy was indicated [for Mr. Arato].








