Marked text




Pro-choice feminism argues that  1 a woman choosing an abortion is exercising a basic right of bodily integrity granted in our common law tradition.  2 If she does not choose to be physically involved in the demands of a pregnancy and birth, she should not be compelled to be so against her will.  Just because  3 it is her body which is involved,  4 a woman should have the right to terminate any pregnancy, which at this point in medical history is tantamount to terminating fetal life.  5 No one can be forced to donate an organ or submit to other invasive physical procedures for however good a cause.  Thus 6 no woman should be subject to “compulsory pregnancy.”  And it should be noted that in pregnancy much more than a passive biological process is at stake.


Diagram





Both the first and last sentences appear to be possible topic sentences.  What to do?  Are they restatements of each other?





Background information





“However” is not here a discount word (which must be a conjunction), but an adverbial modifying  “good.”





“Thus” is conclusion indicator.





Background information





“Because” is premise indicator





The tricky part of identifying the argument in this paragraph is noticing that sentences 1, 2, 4, and 6 all say basically the same thing; so they belong in the same box in the diagram as restatements.





If you linked 3 and 5 instead of making them independent, or if you made 3 a premise for 5, I would not fault you.  If you noticed that box 3 is actually a premise for box 5, you are right and ahead of the author, who did not write the argument that way.  But I would not fault you for diagramming 3 as premise to 5, either.





5 No one can be forced to donate an organ or submit to other invasive physical procedures for however good a cause.





3 It is her body which is involved





1 A woman choosing an abortion is exercising a basic right of bodily integrity granted in our common law tradition; [in other words,] 2 if she does not choose to be physically involved in the demands of a pregnancy and birth, she should not be compelled to be so against her will; [in other words,] 4 a woman should have the right to terminate any pregnancy, which at this point in medical history is tantamount to terminating fetal life; [in other words,] 6 no woman should be subject to “compulsory pregnancy.” 








