Completed diagram of paragraph from p. 367.




Let me emphasize that my diagram here is a matter of judgment and gives one among other correct possibilities.  My goal in this section is to get you to see that restatement will often let you make simpler diagrams than diagrams which invent and add many more inference indicators than the text contains. Restatement allows you to use the statements that seem relevant, which is better than just ignoring them in the diagram.  Do the following practice exercises until you feel comfortable with this skill.  Remember that there is not exact right or wrong answer, so don’t get discouraged if your answer differs from mine in some ways.  Defend your answer to yourself.  The more you practice and think about argument identification, the better you get!

It is usually a sign of poor writing to have so much restatement within a paragraph.  But must well-written essays will repeat their main thesis two or three times in the course of the essay.  Remember how essays are structured:  there is an introduction, which tells the reader what the main thesis is and how it will be defended.  There is the body, which actually gives the defense of the main thesis.  And there is the conclusion, which summarizes the argument for the main thesis.  If an author follows this structure, the main thesis will be repeated three times.  If your diagram ignores this sort of restatement, you will have a much less clear picture of the argument.  We are working within paragraphs right now.  Later we will return to restatement when we practice identifying the argument of an essay as a whole.

1. The value of fetal life is contingent upon the woman’s free consent and subjective acceptance; [in other words,] the fetus must be invested with maternal valuing in order to become human; [in other words,] this process of “humanization” through personal consciousness and “sociality” can only be bestowed by the woman in whose body and psychosocial system a new life must mature; [in other words,] the meaning and value of fetal life are constructed by the woman; without this personal conferral there only exists a biological, physiological process; [in other words,] prior to her own free choice and conscious investment, a woman cannot be described as “mother’ nor can “child” be said to exist.





2. Fetal interests or fetal rights can never outweigh the woman’s prior interest and rights; [in other words,] if a woman does not consent to invest her pregnancy with meaning or value, then the merely biological process can be freely terminated.








