Abortion:  A Feminist Perspective

INTRODUCTION = First two paragraphs, pp. 360-361.

BODY = Secs. “Women and Abortion” [W], “The Fetus” [F], and “The Politics of Abortion” [P].

1. Sections giving background information = No whole secs. do this.
2. Sections giving a review of previous opinions on the subject = None in Body.
3. Sections evaluating the targets and showing their errors  = None
4. Sections giving positive arguments for the thesis = Secs. W, F, and P.
CONCLUSION None
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General structure of Sherwin’s essay.
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Section level diagram of Sherwin’s essay.





Feminist reasoning about women, the fetus, and the politics of abortion is different from the reasoning used by nonfeminist supporters of similar positions..





Arguments opposed to the thesis all fail (from BODY part 3).





Feminist reasoning in support of women’s right to choose abortion is significantly different from the reasoning used by nonfeminist supporters of similar positions. (para.1)





The section level structure is admirably clear.  Notice how the very first sentence of the essay announces the thesis of the essay, while the very first sentence of each section announces the thesis of that section.  I recommend you do the same in your research paper.





Feminist accounts [unlike nonfeminist accounts] explore the connections between particular social policies and the general patterns of power relationships in our society. (P para. 1)





In contrast to feminist ethics, most nonfeminist analysts believe that the moral acceptability of abortion turns entirely on the question of the moral status of the fetus. (F para. 1)





The most obvious difference between feminist and nonfeminist approaches to abortion lies in the relative attention each gives in its analysis to the interests and experiences of women. (W para. 1)





Feminist reasoning in support of women’s right to choose abortion is significantly different from the reasoning used by nonfeminist supporters of similar positions. (para.1)








