Abortion:  A Feminist Perspective












I found paragraphs F.1, F.2, F.3, F.5, F.6, and F.7 to be background information with respect to the conclusion below.





F.8 A more accurate and valuable understanding of pregnancy [than the perspective that regards the fetus as an independent being] would involve regarding the pregnant woman “as a biological and social unit.”





F.10 No absolute value attaches to fetuses apart from their relational status [as dependent upon the pregnant woman].





F.11 Fetuses are not persons.





F.4 Arguments that focus on the similarities between infants and fetuses generally fail to acknowledge that a fetus inhabits a woman’s body and is wholly dependent on her unique contribution to its maintenance, whereas a newborn is physically independent, although still in need of a lot of care.





F.9 The responsibility and privilege of determining a fetus’s specific social status and value must rest with the woman carrying it.





Women have a right to choose abortion.








Notice that box F.4 is a “negative” reason for the conclusion:  it shows that an opposing argument fails.








