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1.1



1.1
The moral right to control one’s own body . . .is not a conceptualization adequate for abortion.

1.2 
As embryology and fetology advance, it becomes clear that human development is a continuum, [making it] hard to defend logically any demarcation point after conception as the point at which an immature form of human life is so different from the day before or the day after that it can be morally or legally discounted as a non-person.

1.3
The same legal tradition which in our society guarantees the right to control one’s own body firmly recognizes the wrongfulness of harming other bodies, however immature, dependent, different looking, or powerless.

1.4 
Debates similar to those about the fetus were once conducted about feminine personhood.

1.5 
In the course of civilization there has been a gradual realization that justice demands the powerless and dependent be protected against the uses of power wielded unilaterally.

1.6 
[John Rawls’s thought experiment of imagining yourself in an “original position” in which your position in the society to be created is hidden by a “veil of ignorance”] helps ensure justice for all.

1.7 
In the original position and behind the “veil of ignorance,” you would have to contemplate the possibility of being the particular fetus to be aborted.

1.8 
It does not matter whether the fetus being killed is fully conscious or feels pain.

1.9 
It seems a travesty of just procedures t hat a pregnant woman now, in effect, acts as sole judge of her own case, under the most stressful conditions.

1.10 
Human ambivalence, a bias toward self-interest, and emotional stress . . . endanger judgments [about abortion].

1.11 
It is difficult to develop [feminist] concern for women, children, the poor and the dispossessed—and to care about peace—and at the same time ignore fetal life.




2.3.2





2.2 + 2.3.1






2.2.  
Morality [besides individual autonomy and active choice] also consists of the good and worthy acceptance of the unexpected events that life presents.

2.3.1  
Parent-child relationships are one instance of implicit moral obligations arising by virtue of our being part of the interdependent human community.

2.3.2  
To follow the pro-choice feminist ideology of insistent individualistic autonomy and control is to  betray a fundamental basis of the moral life.


3.1

3.3





3.2






3.1 
The feminist pro-choice position which claims that the value of the fetus is contingent upon the pregnant woman’s bestowal—or willed, conscious “construction”—of humanhood is seriously flawed.

3.2 
Human life from the beginning to the end of development has intrinsic value, which does not depend on meeting the selective criteria or tests set up by powerful others.

3.3 
It seems fallacious to hold that in the case of the fetus it is the pregnant woman alone who gives or removes its right to life and human status solely through her subjective conscious investment or “humanization.”

4.2
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4.17







Key on next page.

4.1 
Permissive abortion laws do not bring women reproductive freedom, social equality, sexual fulfillment, or full personal development.

4.2 
Pragmatic failures of a pro-choice feminist position combined with a lack of moral vision are . . . causing disaffection among young women.

4.3 
Women’s rights and liberation are pragmatically linked to fetal rights.

4.4 
[Given permissive abortion rights,] the larger community is relieved of moral responsibility [to assist a woman’s reproductive freedom, social equality, sexual fulfillment, or full personal development].

4.5 
[With legal abortion freely available,] abortion becomes no longer a choice but a “necessity.”

4.6 
“Necessity,” beyond the organic failure and death of the body, is a dynamic social construction open to interpretation.

4.7 
There are far better goals [than permissive abortion] for feminists to pursue.

4.8 
Giving birth is accurately seen as a . . . normal exercise of life-giving power, a violent and ecstatic peak experience, which men can never know.

4.9 
Women will only flourish when there is a feminization of sexuality.

4.10 
Women as compared to men possess a sexuality which is more complex, more intense, more extended in time, involving higher investment, risks, and psychosocial involvement.

4.11 
Men and women in the same culture have often constructed different sexual ideals.

4.12 
As our society increasingly endorses [the more male-oriented model of erotic or amative sexuality which endorses sexual permissiveness without long-term commitment or reproductive focus], it is all too ready to give women abortion on demand.

4.13 
The modern feminist movement made a mistaken move at a critical juncture.

4.14 
An ironic situation arose in which many pro-choice feminists [having rightly rejected patriarchy’s traditional double standard for men and women] preach their own double standard.

4.15
In pro-choice feminism, a permissive, erotic view of sexuality is [wrongly] assumed to be the only option.

4.16
The male-oriented sexual orientation has been harmful to women and children.

4.17
The pro-life feminist position is not a return to the old feminine mystique.

You have the skills to go on to construct a sentence level outline for each of the many topic sentences above.  This is simply a matter of identifying the argument, if any, inside each paragraph with a topic sentence that is part of the argument.  This would take a lot of time, and you will be pleased to learn that it is rarely necessary.  In practice, when it comes to evaluating arguments, you will only need a sentence level outline for those parts of the argument you are criticizing.

B1. The following pro-life argument is good:  there is a more inclusive ideal of justice than controlling one’s own body.





A1. The following feminist pro-choice argument fails:  women have a moral right to control their own bodies.





C. Feminists should be pro-life.





A2 The following feminist pro-choice argument fails:  there is a moral necessity for women to have autonomy.





B2 The following pro-life argument is good:  an expanded sense of responsibility will be pro-life.





C. Feminists should be pro-life.





A3 The following feminist pro-choice argument fails:  fetal life has only contingent value.





B3 The following pro-life argument is good:  there is intrinsic value in all human life.





C. Feminists should be pro-life.





A4 The following feminist pro-choice argument fails:  women have a right to full social equality.





B4 The following pro-life argument is good:  the arguments that show women deserve full social equality also protect fetal life.





C. Feminists should be pro-life.








