A statement of an argument will always be a numbered list of sentences, with a conclusion indicator before each conclusion.    Although such numbered lists of sentences do not display the structure of an argument as well as the diagrams you now know and love, the convention in ethics papers is to state arguments using the numbered list.  (Notice, for example, that there are no diagrams in the text for this course.)  You will use numbered lists in your midterm and in the final draft of your research paper, so it is good to start practicing them.

1.
“The fetus is a person from the moment of conception” (Thomson grants this premise for the sake of argument; she doesn’t really accept it.)

2.
“Every person has a right to life.”

3.
“So the fetus has a right to life.”

4.
“A person’s right to life is stronger and more stringent than the mother’s right to decide what happens in and to her body.

5.
“So [a person’s right to life] outweighs [the mother’s right to decide what happens in and to her body.”

6
“So the fetus may not be killed; an abortion may not be performed.”

My diagram of the same argument, repeated (and renumbered) from 2.13.2.











2. Every person has a right to life.





1 The fetus is a person from the moment of conception.





4 A person’s right to life is stronger and more stringent than the mother’s right to decide what happens in and to her body.





4 [A person’s right to life] outweighs [the mother’s right to decide what happens in and to her body].





3 The fetus has a right to life. 





6 The fetus may not be killed; [in other words,] an abortion may not be performed.








