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2025 Stabilizing Indigenous Languages Symposium and
American Indian/Indigenous Teacher Education Conference
Empowering Future Generations with
Indigenous Knowledge and Language



Welcome:

As the 31st Annual Stabilizing Indigenous Languages Symposium and 15th American Indian/Indigenous Teacher Training Conference begins, it is important to acknowledge that this meeting takes place on the traditional lands of Indian People and we pay respect to elders, past and present. Education forms the basis upon which the future is built. Indian parents, like parents everywhere, view education as an investment in a better future for their children. 
Getting to know a broad range of people like you and learning about the issues you care about is one of the most important and enjoyable responsibilities of this conference. It’s also pleasing because this conference marks a significant milestone. These conferences were established with a mission to support Indigenous languages and cultures as well as the teachers, administrators, and other educators across the world who carry out that mission. Teacher preparation, one of Northern Arizona University’s primary areas of focus, is a fundamental building block for K-12 schools, tribal colleges, and tribal education. 
The theme of this year’s conference, empowering future generations, could not be timelier. Our education system needs to be more accessible than ever to all our students. In a time when some of our national leaders set such a poor example for our students, our society needs to hear loud and clear from educators that intolerance, racism, and bigotry are antithetical to the larger common good that needs to permeate our schools.
We have much to be proud of past accomplishments, but we all know we have a lot of work to do to ensure that all American Indian and other Indigenous students can access high-quality education. We are just now coming out from the shadow of the No Child Left Behind Act and its emphasis on accountability. We think the work before all of us now is not so much accountability but responsibility–we need to become emboldened as educators to take responsibility for the systems and organizations that we, as adults, work in.
That is why we are so pleased to see so many school teams here. You have an opportunity today to have focused conversations about the curriculum and instruction in your schools that have too often institutionalized inequality, and as teams, you have the power to identify specific solutions that might work for your school. But most importantly, as teams, you can strive to enact those solutions after you leave this conference today, to hold each other mutually responsible for the instructional systems you work in.
The success of this conference has always been based on a mix of your willingness to share your work and to learn from each other coupled with stimulating ideas from national and international-level speakers. Dr. Umansky’s keynote will no doubt provide that catalyst for us to reflect not only on our community context, but also the broader societal factors that contribute to institutionalized racism and inequality.
Thank you for your work. We hope you have an enjoyable and productive conference. 

Dr. Joseph Martin
Dr. Jon Reyhner                                                                   
SILS/AIITEC 2015 Co-Chairs





SILS/AIITEC Planning Committee:  Jennie DeGroat, Darold Joseph. Mansel Nelson, Robert Randez, Christine Lemley, Joseph Martin, Vangee Nez, Paulina Whitehat, Louise Lockard, Jude Fulkerson, Angie Hodge-Zickerman, Jon Reyhner
                                                                                  



All times are Mountain Standard Time (MST)
(MST is the same as Pacific Daylight Time)
Thursday June 19
4:00-6:00 Welcome Reception NAU Center for Indigenous Futures
Hosts: Jennie DeGroat & Jon Reyhner
Entertainment: Saoirse Nyla Nikinabaa John, Star School Student
Friday June 20
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]8:00-8:40 Opening General Session Cline Library Assembly HallHost: Joseph Martin
Welcome: Northern Arizona University President José Luis Cruz Rivera
Federal Policy Update: National Indian Education Association Executive Director Jason Dropik,
Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians.
8:40-9:30 Keynote Presentation
What is Title III and How Can It Support Linguistic and Cultural Sustaining Education for American Indian and Alaska Native StudentsIlana Umansky, University of Oregon
Title III of the Every Student Succeeds Act explicitly states that American Indian and Alaska Native students are eligible for Title III funding and services if they come from an environment where a language other than English, such as a heritage language, has influenced their English development. But what does it mean to come from an environment where a non-English language has influenced English development? And why might it be a good thing, or a bad thing, for an American Indian student to be identified for Title III? Dr. Umansky explores these questions and more, including how states and the Bureau of Indian Education have interpreted Indigenous student Title III eligibility, and how they have used Title III resources to serve these students. The talk will highlight schools and districts that have used Title III resources to support Indigenous Language Immersion programs and the benefits of these programs for American Indian students.
9:30-9:45 Break
9:45-10:45 Breakout Sessions
Cline Library Keynote Followup: Contexts, Opportunities and Dilemmas: Learning about American Indian and Alaska Native Title III Identification from State Education Agency Leaders
Ilana Umansky, University of Oregon
Federal law defines Title III (English learner) eligibility differently for Indigenous, compared to non-Indigenous, students, allowing for broader entry into the Title III category, along with its accompanying resources and services. This presentation presents findings from interviews with Title III leaders in 25 state departments of education about their level of understanding of the differentiated definition and their work to interpret and implement it. Many leaders had little understanding of the federal law and weak engagement with Tribes and communities, both of which limited their work. In states where leaders had deeper knowledge and engagement, they were more actively interpreting and implementing federal law, particularly with the aim of increasing Indigenous students’ access to heritage language and culturally-sustaining programs. 
COE 190 Workshop: Kéyah Hane' Bidadiit’i’góó (Oral History of Place-based Knowledge) 
Perry James (Navajo), Western New Mexico University
Place-based knowledge and pedagogy foster a worldview that emphasizes the sacredness of places, stories, songs, ceremonies, and history—vital elements for the survival of the Navajo people. By centering on the Navajo perspective, this approach enhances the understanding of social relationships across all facets of life, including oneself, others, sacred spaces, the environment, the cosmos, and all living beings, all through language integration.
COE 174 Arizona Office of Indian Education: Resources and Professional Learning for 2023-26
Elaine Mollindo, OIE Professional Learning Specialist; Hannah Rude, Director of K-12 Social Studies, and World and Native Languages
An informative presentation on the Arizona Department of Education’s Office of Indian Education (OIE). Discover professional learning opportunities and resources available for the 2025-26 school year through OIE and ADE partners. Learn how ADE Academic Standards works to preserve Native American history and language. Join us virtually to enhance your educational toolkit and support cultural responsivity in your Prek-12 classroom.
COE 205 A Comprehensive Guide to Navajo COGNIA School Accreditation
Darrick Franklin, Principal Education Specialist; Candace Tsosie, Analyst, Navajo Nation Education Department
COGNIA Navajo Nation shares a “birds’ eye” view of the variety of support offered to institutions through the COGNIA Network Membership. Its “My Journey” platform offers tools, resources, and training to institutions for continuous improvement. There are 31 Accreditation Standards organized into four key characteristics—including culture of learning, engagement of learning, leadership for learning, and growth in learning—that apply to all Navajo schools. 
11:00-12:00 Breakout Sessions
Cline Library Panel: Settler Society, Indigenous Nations, and Educational Justice: Yazzie/Martinez v. State of New Mexico AND Sinajini v. Board of Education of San Juan District
Wilhelmina Yazzie: Lead Yazzie Plaintiff for Yazzie/Martinez v. State of New Mexico; Melissa Candelaria, New Mexico Center on Law and Poverty; Glenabah Martinez (Taos/Navajo), University of New Mexico; Cynthia Benally (Diné), Christine Sims (Acoma), University of New Mexico University of Utah; Donna Deyhle, University of Utah (discussant)
The panelists will discuss two recent landmark court cases, Sinajini v. San Juan School District and Yazzie/Martinez v. State of New Mexico, leading to a ruling for equality for Native students’ educational rights. They represent attempts to address centuries of settler colonialism in education that targets Native Peoples in what is now known as New Mexico and Utah.
COE 190 Workshop: The FREE NASA OST Units Have Landed: New and Improved Equitable STEM Activities for Grades 3-8 optimized for Indigenous Learners 
Stephanie Jackson (Diné), Anne Hamlin
PLANETS co-created materials alongside Indigenous and Multilingual educators to support equitable STEM instruction for all. We’re excited to reveal the final products. Participants will gain access to the free curriculum and experience how the curriculum supports Indigenous language development and connecting with cultural knowledge keepers.
COE 174 Paper: Why We Need More Navajo Language and Culture Teacher 
Vangee Nez (Diné)
In December 2024, the Navajo Nation President Dr. Buu Nygren signed into legislation that the Navajo language be used, taught and supported and Diné Bizaad (Navajo language) is now the official language of the Navajo Nation.
COE 205 Engaging Learners: Integrating TACTivities into Indigenous Mathematics Education
Angie Hodge-Zickerman
This session explores how TACTivities (Tangible, Active, and Collaborative Tasks) can be used to support mathematics instruction in Indigenous communities. Participants will discuss how TACTivities can foster mathematical thinking through collaborative exploration and how these activities can be adapted to reflect local contexts, languages, and values.

12:00-1:15 Lunch on Your Own
1:15-2:15 Cline Library
Keynote Virtual Presentation: Melody McCoy, Native American Rights Fund
Selected Cases on Indian Education in Federal Courts: The Past, the Present, and Maybe the Future
This keynote session will provide information the Native American Rights Fund has filed about the Bureau of Indian Education case, Isleta Pueblo v. Department of the Interior, https://narf.org/bie-staff-cuts/. In addition, information will be provided related to the proposed closure of the U.S. Department of Education and its impact on K-12 schools and other education programs in Indian country.  




2:30-3:30 Breakout Sessions
Cline Library Workshop: Empowering Our Indigenous Knowledge & Language through Artistic Well-Being 
Shawn Secatero (Canoncito Band of Navajo), University of New Mexico; Nonabah Sam, (Dine'/Tesuque Pueblo), Dine' College
This interactive workshop will address artistic well-being through the Corn Pollen Model that highlights giftedness and pedagogy. We will practice the Corn Stalk exercise and participants will learn the Hawaiian concept of Ku’upau through a puppetry demonstration. Lastly, we will create Corn husk dolls and learn about self-reflection and identity.
COE 190 Panel: Culturally Responsive Science, Technology, Reading, Engineering, Art and Mathematics (CRSTREAM)
Christine K. Lemley, Rosanna Jumbo-Fitch (Diné), Anne Hamlin, Mostafa Hassanalian, Darrell Marks (Diné), Hine Waitere (Māori), Lawrence Watson, Heather Lindfors Navarro
Culturally responsive science, technology, reading, engineering, art and mathematics (CRSTREAM) integrates culturally responsive pedagogy of relations (CRPR), STEM, reading and art for K-12 students to use robotics and drones to solve community problems. In Person and Virtual
COE 174 1. Easing into Reading: Easy Reading 
George Ann Gregory, Choctaw/Cherokee
This short workshop is for teachers, parents, and grandparents who want to have space and time to be reminded of ways they can help children become successful readers. In the short time we have together, let's explore what each of us can do.
COE 205: Paper: Intersections of Teacher Identity & Practice: Engaging with a Critical Lens 
Natalie Martinez (Pueblo of Laguna), New Mexico State University 
This presentation focuses on a decolonizing journey in teacher identity by interrogating the frameworks developed through teacher preparation. Participants will be guided through unpacking their intersecting identities and building awareness of biases presented in teacher education and discussion of ways to interrupt deficit approaches to teaching and embracing asset-based pedagogies.
3:45-5:00 Breakout Sessions
Cline Library Panel: Learning From and With the Experiences of Native American and Indigenous College Students
Cynthia Villareal, Lauren Contreras, Darold Joseph (Hopi), Christine Lemley, Alma Sandigo, Catharyn Shelton, Renee White Eyes (Quechan Indian Tribe), Gerald Wood 
We present a study with a central aim to make sense of the experiences of Indigenous and Native students at a Hispanic Serving Institution (HSI) and emerging Native American Serving Non-Tribal Institution (NASNTI) in a way that honors and accepts Indigenous knowledges and cultures. Recognizing this importance, this study is rooted in Indigenous Research Methodology where research is not seen as merely an exercise in the broader Western pursuit of knowledge but rather strives toward changing and improving a current reality.
COE 190. Workshop: It Can’t be About Us, Without Us: Improving Schools for Native Children 
Sig Boloz, Northern Arizona University 
This presentation discusses the current research regarding school restructuring, renewal, and reform and those implications for actual school practice. It will be practical for the parent, teacher, and administrator. Mixing lecture and poetry, Dr. Boloz highlights the importance of developing a team of educators working towards a limited set of goals, the role of leadership, school-wide planning techniques, managing the curriculum, and staff development ideas.
COE 174 Neuro-decolonization Using Mind-body Medicine in Education
Kimber Olsen, Cayuga/Apache (descendent)
We will discuss mind-body medicine, which offers genuine hope and transformation for children, staff, and their families. Mind-body medicine is evidence-based, inclusive, accessible, affordable, and sustainable. It can also be adapted to be genuinely infused with your Tribal Nation’s culture, language, and traditions, making it your own.


COE 205 Workshop: Steps to a Healthier Classroom and School
Mansel Nelson, Northern Arizona University
Want to reduce student absences due to illness? Research found that HEPA filters in the classroom reduce absences by 10%. Want to reduce exposure to toxic chemicals? Learn how to maintain a healthier classroom and school. The first 30 participants attending the session will receive a tool to help maintain a healthier classroom. Four participants will win a low-cost air quality sensor.

Saturday June 21
8:00-8:40 Welcome and Opening General Session Cline Library Host Dr. Darold Joseph (Hopi)
8:40-9:30 Keynote Presentation: Carlos Begay
Preserving Navajo Language & Culture for Future Generations
Language and Culture embodies harmony, a way of life, values, and respect in every learner’s mental, physical, and spiritual well-being. My ultimate goal through my years of teaching is to prepare language and cultural learners how to properly communicate, to comprehend, to understand the dynamics, and to articulate language and culture through basic fundamental academic structure, social expectations, content-based instruction, and problem-based learning. The transition and progress better prepare students for higher expectations, required standards, academic focus, building self-awareness and self-confidence, cross-cultural communication, and reinforcing our Elders perceptions on life, values, practices, principles, and language.
9:30-9:45 Break
9:45-10:45 Breakout Sessions
Cline Library Panel: Promoting our Leadership, Learning, and Empowering our Nations (POLLEN) for Our Future Generations. 
Shawn Secatero (Canoncito Band of Navajo), University of New Mexico; Maxine Sloan (Diné), Gallup McKinley County Schools Teacher; Loyola Bird (Jicarilla Apache), Dulce Independent Schols Educator
The POLLEN (Promoting our Leadership, Learning, and Empowering our Nations) program at the University of New Mexico has produced 60 Native principals in six successive cohorts by utilizing an Indigenous based Corn Pollen Model that encapsulates spiritual, mental, physical, and social well-being attributes. Our interactive panel presentation will incorporate 16 pillars from the Corn Pollen model that highlights promising practices, Native school leadership research, physical exercise, and teacher experiences.
COE 190 Workshop: All Things Connect: Raising the Bar on the Achievement of Native Children 
Sigmund Boloz, Northern Arizona University
While concerns exist regarding the efficacy of the use of standardized test scores as a reliable measure of the reading achievement of native children, this session focuses on what research and practice say about the practical school-wide and classroom methods that we can control which can be used to raise reading achievement scores for all children.
COE 174 Paper: Adult Silent Speakers: A Cree Perspective
Charlotte Ross, Montreal Lake Cree Nation
My doctoral research focuses on the experiences of adult Cree silent speakers, individuals who were raised hearing the language and understand it but are not speakers. This study gives voice to their experiences and focuses on the journey of spoken language loss and recovery for silent speakers. Virtual Presentation
COE 205 Workshop: Teaching Self-Efficacy using Navajo Clans and Kinship 
Carolyn Irvin (Navajo)
Navajo Language was signed into law as the official language on the Navajo Nation. Along the same line, Dine Fundamental Law was signed into law in 2002. To promote both of these laws, the teaching and application of k’e and kinship system is pertinent to teach our youth. K’e – Shi k’ei is the kinship system that is a traditional Din4/Navajo teaching. From infancy these teachings are given to instruct individuals about how to use this system in order to live a good positive and hozho life. The design of the presentation will be taken in steps that will clearly and precisely address how to help students identify emotions, have an accurate self-perception, recognize strengths, possess self-confidence and demonstrate self-efficacy using Navajo clan and kinship 

11:00-12:00 Breakout Sessions
Cline Library Panel: Transforming Education through Indigenous Knowledge Systems 
Linda Warner (Comanche); Lisa Eutsey, Gerry Himmelreich, Tia Early (San Carlos Apache), San Carlos Apache Tribal College
This panel explores the integration of culturally grounded frameworks in reshaping academic structures, assessment practices, and research initiatives within Indigenous communities. The panel highlights the ARROW values—Accountability, Respect, Resilience, Openness, and Wisdom—as foundational principles guiding this transformation.
COE 190 Workshop: He Ao Kuuna, He Hoopaa Olelo: Teaching through Traditional Cultural Practices to Ensure Language Acquisition and Indigenous Worldview
Pililuaikekaiohilo Keala, University of Hawaii at Manoa
An interactive workshop for Indigenous language educators exploring how Hawaiian ancestral practices, such as mele, moolelo, hana noeau, aloha aina, and protocol, can strengthen immersion teaching, affirm identity, and sustain worldview. Includes discussion, reflection, and strategies for culturally grounded, community-centered language learning. Virtual
COE 174 Paper: Data Fusion Insights on Indigenous-Serving Teachers’ Implementation of Culturally Responsive Computing 
Wei Yan, Priyanka Parekh, and Ashish Amresh, Northern Arizona University, Paige Prescott, CS Alliance 
This study examines how Indigenous-serving teachers, through sustained professional development, design culturally responsive computing lessons. By integrating Indigenous culture with computer science education, teachers foster student engagement and inclusivity. Using data fusion analysis, the research highlights best practices for bridging cultural heritage and computing to support equitable CS learning.
COE 205 Burnout and Resilience: Supporting Tribal Educators with Indigenous Knowledge and Wellness Practices 
Paulina Whitehat, Northern Arizona University
This session shares research on teacher burnout and resilience during the COVID-19 pandemic and centers culturally grounded solutions for Indigenous educators. Participants will reflect on protective factors, traditional practices, and systemic changes needed to support Indigenous educators' well-being and empower future generations with strength, language, and relational ways of knowing.

12:00-1:15 Lunch on your own
1:15-2:15 Cline Library
Cline Library Panel: Empowering our Indigenous Doctoral Journey through the Corn Pollen Model
Shawn Secatero (Canoncito Band of Navajo); Bernard Chimoni (Zuni); Crazy Thunder (Lakota); Marnita Chischilly (Navajo); Verlena Livingston (Navajo)
The Native American Leadership in Education (NALE) cohort at the University of New Mexico will share their dissertation study proposals that center on Indigenous leadership practices relating to the holistic based Corn Pollen Model. In addition, our interactive panel will empower attendees through research, service, language, and community leadership.
2:30-3:30 Breakout Sessions
Cline Library: T’aa Dine’ Bo’o'hoo’aah Bin Dii’a’ - A Brief Synopsis on Traditional Diné Thought. Embracing Interconnectedness, Interdependency, Relationality, and Quantum Theory
Dr. Harold Begay, Diné Education Consultant
This presentation will share ideas and thoughts on a segment of traditional Indigenous knowledge system. From one Native Peoples cultural-language group, the Diné, residing in their traditional homeland in North America in the United States, there is an interpretation of the natural world that speaks to the philosophical, spiritual, and scientific interconnectedness, interdependency, and relationality. It is within this space of ontological and epistemological explorations that we must navigate the delicate balance between preserving the sanctity of oral traditions and embracing the written word as a vehicle for sharing invaluable cultural knowledge. This endeavor requires a respectful and nuanced approach, one that acknowledges the limitations of language while striving to bridge the gap between oral and written traditions.
COE 190 Paper: From Thought to Vision: Reimagining Research the Navajo Way 
Charlton Long (Navajo)
The revitalization of Navajo (Indigenous) traditional cultures through research rooted in Nihimá Nahasdzáán (a land-based) approach emphasizes the interconnection between land, knowledge, and identity. This method centers on the Navajo (Indigenous) ways of knowing by engaging directly with the land as a teacher, archive, and relational space.
COE 174 Workshop: Applying Elementary Math in Navajo Concept & Teachings 
Royd Lee (Navajo), Naomie Jensen, Student & Naat'aanii; Davonte Faas, Student & Naat'aanii 
Mr. Royd Lee and his Tuba City Elementary School students will be presenting about how Math is implemented into his Navajo class and how it ties in with Navajo cultural.
COE 205 Workshop: Six Generations of Dine Speakers & Making Learning FUN
Chasity Barragan (Navajo)
My research and work are centered on generations of speakers prior to my own and into the next. I have done a survey with my middle school children and the language that they speak in their home. I have come up with many fun innovative strategies that have shown success in the middle school teaching settings. I will share what has worked for me and what the students enjoy doing and that helps our children know who they are, and how important it is to keep our language alive.

3:45-5:00 Breakout Sessions
Cline Library: Māori Language Revitalization and Indigenous Epistemologies in Primary Education.
Kay-Lee Jones (Māori), University of Canterbury New Zealand
This presentation examines Māori language revitalization efforts and the integration of Māori Indigenous knowledge/s and epistemology into primary (K–12) education in Aotearoa New Zealand, highlighting strategies to strengthen cultural identity and educational practice. Virtual Presentation.
COE 190 Workshop: Tribal Boarding Schools: From a Teachers and Teaching Perspective
Melanie Graham 
In this workshop, we will discuss the legacy of boarding schools on indigenous communities by reading and discussing an essay by Ojibwe author, Thomas Fontaine. Utilizing personal stories and memoirs from Indigenous people in the Pacific Northwest and the Southwest, instructor will discuss how important it is for teachers to understand and embrace all of their students’ backgrounds and cultural differences. Virtual Presentation
COE 174 Presentation: Developing & Delivering Curriculum to Meet the Needs of Diné Students
Jon Reyhner, Northern Arizona University
I will talk about culture-based education and what I have learned since I started teaching at Chinle Junior High School in 1971. The first 30 in person attendees will get a copy of Honoring Our Indigenous Languages and Cultures published by Northern Arizona University in 2024. The book is also available on-line at https://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~jar/AIE/AIEbooks.html
COE 205 Practical Game Strategies for Indigenous Language Learners
Jennie DeGroat (Diné), Northern Arizona University; Terry Curley (Diné)
Discover practical game strategies for learning Indigenous languages. This session moves beyond traditional methods, fostering engaging, immersive experiences. Learn techniques to encourage active participation, reinforce language acquisition, and strengthen intergenerational connections. It will provide insights into techniques for practical language use, sparking a passion for language learning for all ages.
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