Book Review Guide
History 460 (Note: Reviews will be due at the beginning of class, March 30th)
What is a book review: The object of your review should be to critique the overall effectiveness of an author’s work. As such your comments should address the following:

1. Clarity of thesis—does the author clearly state the objectives of the book. Are these objectives sufficiently detailed or are they vague and unclear?

2. Organization – are the arguments of the author laid out in a logical manner that enables the reader to follow his/her train of thought?  Does s/he provide sufficient evidence and examples to support his or her contentions?

3. Clarity of language/Style – Does the author write in a clear and concise manner? Does the author’s language make his/her argument easier or more difficult to understand? (This is a fairly minor point and should not be belabored)
4. Source material – Does the author use a wide variety of sources including primary and secondary materials? Do they actually use these materials to build an argument or simply recite “facts”?  Do they provide appropriate citations? (This last one only needs to be noted when they fail to do so.)
5. Critique – What is your overall opinion of this work? Does the author effectively support his/her thesis? How was this book viewed by the wider scholarly community?
Organization/Format 
1. Heading: Title, Author, Publisher and date of publication. Reviewed by: [your name]
2. Introduction: State the author’s thesis and objectives as well as some indication of whether or not you think s/he succeeds.
3. Body:

a. Provide a—brief--summary of the author’s argument including the evidence used to support the thesis. 
b. Provide a critique of the work paying particular attention to points 2, 3 and, 4 listed above.
c. What does the scholarly community have to say about this work?

4.  Conclusion—What is your overall opinion of this work? Does the author effectively support his/her thesis?
Note: Avoid vague generalizations. As a rule do not use direct quotes in a review.  Footnotes are not necessary, but cite evidence from the reading that support your views in parentheses (Smith, p.109) within the body of the text.  You will also need to provide a “sources” page at the end of your review with complete citations for the scholarly book reviews that you cite. All reviews must be typewritten, double-spaced with one-inch margins and a typeface no larger than 12 point. Each review must be 5-7 pages in length.

Deadlines: All papers are due at the beginning of class.
Late Policy: Papers will only be accepted at the beginning of class on the XX. Papers handed in after that time will have 1 letter grade (i.e. 10%) per day deducted from their final score. (This includes the weekend.)

