History 230

Study Guide

Exam #1 F06
Potential ID’s Ten of the following terms will be on the exam and you will be required to identify 6 of them in 2-3 sentences each. All answers must include the following: who/what; where; when and; significance. (5 pts. ea.)

Muhammad

Himyar


Banu Hashim

Tubba

Jizya


Sassanid Empire
Byzantine Empire
Isma’il

Kaba


Haram


Well of Zamzam 
usury


Mecca


Quraysh

Abyssinian Hijrah
The Hijrah


Medinan Period

Sharia


Five Pillars

Hadith


Quran 


Sunna


Arab Conquests

Caliph
  

Principles of Umar
Banu Umayya

Ridda Wars 

Umma

Misr


Kufa


Damascus

Dihqan

Hijab


Fitna


Rashidun

Ali

Umar


Uthman


Abu Bakr

A’isha

Muhajirun

Ansar


Taliq


Mu’awiya

Battle of the Camel
Battle of Siffin

Khariji


Umayyad Caliphate

Abbasid Caliphate
Umar II


Abu Muslim

Alids

Baghdad
Barmakids

Kitab Sibawayhi
Abu Nuwas

Al-Jahiz
Kitab al-Bukhala
Bayt al-Hikma

Ulama



Mirrors for Princes
Qasidah
Essay questions: Three of the following questions will appear on the exam. You will be required to answer two of them. Remember to be as thorough and detailed as possible in your responses. Be sure to utilize the readings as well as class notes for your responses. (35 pts. ea.)

What were the underlying social problems that lead to the rise of Islam in the 7th century?  What were the long-term social and economic foundations of these problems (i.e. where did the problems of western Arabia begin) and what measures did the Prophet propose to remedy the situation?

Islam’s development was heavily influenced by the religious history of the Arabian Peninsula.  Discuss the religious context in which Islam emerged, as well as the ways that the pre-Islamic traditions helped shape the rise of Islam as a world religion. 
Discuss the main problems facing the Muslim community following the Prophets death. How did different elements of the community seek to remedy these and what, as you see it, were the long-term consequences? 

Based on the supplementary readings how did the position of women change with the coming of Islam. Was their position better or worse after the Hijra? Be sure to support your answer with sound argumentation and detailed examples. 

Al-Tanukhi and al-Jahiz were both commentators on their times. Based on their writings (McNeill, pp. 85-134) what were some of the greatest issues faced by new urban dwellers in the Abbasid Caliphate? What qualities/values did these authors endorse as integral to be being a responsible and productive member of Baghdad society? Be sure to provide specific examples from the readings to support your arguments. 
